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PREFACE 


TN undertaking the publication of The Jew in Canada, we have been influenced by a desire to 
A give to the world the glorious record that belongs to the Jews of Canada; to hold up before the 
young the inspiring example of worthy men and women of the Jewish faith in Canada; and to per¬ 
petuate the names of those who, by their sterling character and untiring zeal, have helped to build 
up our country. In commerce, in educational and professional life, in the arts, and in communal 
endeavour, our people have played a noble part in the history of Canada. 

In writing the history of the Jews of Canada, many years have been spent searching 
archives in Canada, Europe, and the United States. Old diaries have been delved into, old 
portraits resurrected where possible, and all information thereby acquired, thoroughly sifted as 
to its authenticity and accuracy. Unfortunately, many of the congregations have not kept records, 
others have been destroyed, and in such cases it has not been possible to furnish any details. The 
acquirement of the needed information has meant an expenditure of time and labour, in many 
cases covering a. tremendous amount of effort and much expense and it was necessary that all 
sections of Canada be visited and hundreds of persons interviewed. 

Any man or woman who has in any conspicuous way Contributed to the moral, intellectual, 
industrial or political growth of the country, or to philanthropic endeavour therein, has been 
deemed worthy of inclusion in these pages. The biographies gathered embrace more than a 
history of individuals, for in the life and record of these is written the growth of a great people in 
the land of their adoption. In the selection of subjects we have acted upon information furnish¬ 
ed us by leading citizens of each community. We have tried to do our part thoroughly and well, 
and have spared neither pains nor expense in our efforts to make this a book of which the Jewish 
people of Canada shall be justly proud; in fact a book in which all Canadians shall take pride, for 
it is a record of achievements benefiting the whole community. 

Its compilation has been an arduous task of long duration, but if it preserves the names of 
worthy men and women whose deeds deserve to be remembered, it will surely have well repaid the 
time and anxiety that have been expended upon it. Prejudices, indifference and imperfect records 
are among the obstacles which have retarded the progress of the work. In the preparation of 
the manuscript, our hands have often been tied by requests that sketches should appear just as 
written, and that incidents which to us have not seemed important, should be retained. This 
problem has been satisfactorily solved. Dates and facts have all been verified, either by reference 
to the best published authorities or to the persons themselves. 

Our contributors are acknowledged to be the best posted sources of information on the vari¬ 
ous subjects on which they have written, and we offer them our sincere thanks and appreciation 
for the splendid manner in which they have treated their subjects, and for the help and assistance 
they have given us. We wish to thank those gentlemen who have acted as our Honorary Board 
of Advisory Editors, for the whole-hearted support we have received from them, and our thanks 
are also due to all those who have so liberally subscribed towards the production of this volume. 
We fully believe that our work will meet a much needed want, and will be of great value not 
only to the Jews of Canada, but also to members of the race and others in all parts of the world. 
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HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN CANADA 

By Benjamin G. Sack 

THE JEWS UNDER THE FRENCH REGIME 

( 1534 - 1760 ) 


CHAPTER I 


THE FIRST CONTACT WITH THE LAND 


The Dim Beginnings—The First Historian of New France Who Made Use of Hebrew—The Legend Concerning the 
Duke of Ventadour (Henri de L&oy—Descendants of the Marranos—The First fewish Woman Immigrant and 
Her Strange Story—The Inlendant’s Delemma—A Letter from Louis XV—An Echo of the Inquisition. 


T HE further the perspective lines along which history 
has developed are removed from us, the dimmer 
and the less perceptible do they become, until they 
appear to have faded into some distant region and to have 
lost the first connecting thread which held them together. 

This is especially true with regard to the history of 
the Jews in Canada. Its origins are traceable not only 
to a period previous to the beginning of British rule of 
the country, but run back to the distant period of the 
French regime, about the time when France first at¬ 
tempted to establish a foot-hold in the New World, 
to a point where everything begins to be shrouded in 
mystery, bordering on the romantic and the legendary. 
Things become nebulous and indistinct; certain isolated 
facts become less and less comprehensible, so that it be¬ 
comes as difficult to unravel them, to discover where the 
fictitious ends and the real begins, as it is to extricate 
oneself from a thickly-wooded forest. And yet all this 
history is of a most absorbing interest. It is a chapter 
remarkable in content, affording a wealth of scope for the 
play of our imagination. It is a story which, when un¬ 
folded, reads like a chapter out of the history of the Jews 
in general, blended in certain parts with that Jewish char¬ 
acteristic of silent spiritual suffering. It tells, in its broad 
outlines, of the tremendous role which Jews have played in 
the development of French interests in Canada and in the 
work of strengthening F'rance’s position on the North 
American Continent, when one of them, in the words of a 
great French historian, did more“to protect and represent 
France than royalty itself,” 1 despite the fact that Jews 
were, by a royal decree, forbidden to settle in the colonies. 

It is that decree which explains the absence from the 
French colonies of the time of any Jews living as Jews, 
although they had come into direct or indirect contact 
with the colonies from the earliest times. It also ex¬ 
plains the reason why we find them mentioned in certain 
documents pertaining to the period under names which 
sound English, French, Dutch and, in some cases, 
Spanish. But if they were, under these circumstances, 
prevented from having direct, personal contact with New 
France, they maintained, nevertheless, an indirect inter¬ 
course with it from a distance. Thus we find a ship 
sailing under the French flag, but bearing the biblical 
name “Benjamin”, owned by a Jew, and equipped and 
provisioned by the same Jew, bringing relief to the 
French colony at a critical period of famine when, accord¬ 
ing to a report from the Intendant to the French Minister, 
dated September 9,1752, the inhabitants had been reduced 


"for six weeks to a quarter of a pound of bread a day”. 2 

Of especial interest is the fact that one of the first 
and most notable historians of New France leaves us 
with the impression that, among the first French colon¬ 
ists, and especially among those who acted as the spirit¬ 
ual leaders, there were quite a few possessing Jewish 
traits. We gather this particularly from Marc Les- 
carbot’s interesting accounts of New France, 3 written in 
strikingly poetical vein, and strewn at frequent intervals 
and in characteristically Jewish fashion with discursive¬ 
ness, Jewish sophistry and numerous passages and 
phrases from the Bible, as well as many words writ¬ 
ten in Hebrew script, as, for example: (?) hn3D3 JJD 
(WK (BOS' ,na'fl and others. 

The first historian of New France was seemingly not 
only well acquainted with the Hebrew tongue or even with 
the Talmud, but with Jewish history generally, from 
which he is constantly endeavoring to draw a thought, a 
meaning and an explanation. He cites Flavius Josephus 
and certain passages from the Gemora. All this he does 
with a peculiar love for the old People of the Book, striv¬ 
ing particularly to prove what many a traveller and his¬ 
torian have asserted, viz., that the Indians were des¬ 
cendants of the lost Ten Tribes. He attempts to prove 
this identity both by comparing the Hebrew language 
with that spoken by the Indians and by the study of cer¬ 
tain customs and manners among the Indians, which cus¬ 
toms he thought could be traced to some biblical source. 

Further evidence of his natural sympathy for the 
Jewish people may be seen from the passionate hatred 
which he evinces towards the Spaniards for their brutal 
and inhumane treatment of the natives of this country. 
Considering that this was written about one hundred 
years after the expulsion of the Jews from Spain, his 
portrayal of the Spanish people as a people devoid of any 
character and of any spark of humanity must have re¬ 
flected the state of mind existing among the Jews of the 
period. In one place he says: 

“They (the Spaniards) have completely exterminated 
the natives of the land by the most inhumane tortures 
the devil has been able to invent, and by their cruel¬ 
ties they have made the name of God a disgrace to 
these unfortunate people.. .The Romans. . .have made 
many wars upon the nations of the earth in order to 
obtain their riches, but the Spaniards’ cruelties have 
“Archives Nationals. Archives des Colonies. (Archives of 
GSnfrale”, Voh^Fol. 141. °° nleS ' ° rres P° n 


ie Jullian, Histoire de Bordeaux (1895), in 


“Marc Lescarbot, Histoire de la Nouvelle-France, suivie des 
Muses de la Nouvelle-France. Paris (Tross) 1866, 3 vols. The 
first edition appeared in 1609. 





















THE JEW IN CANADA 


CHAPTER II 

JEWS IN EARLY CANADIAN COMMERCE 

The Early Jewish Traders — Jews, and French Colonial Commerce—The Gradis Family—Abraham Gradis—His First 
Ship to Quebec—The "Society of Canada"—The Mission for the Relief of New France—The Interest of Abraham 
Gradis in Canada’s Trade Development and Security—The Service He Rendered France. 

A LTHOUGH New France was a place which held unparalleled patriotic services they rendered her,—it was 
little attraction for travellers in general, and es- in those hands that lay the most important interests of 
pecially for traders, the latter having come here France, her very destiny, and practically the destiny of 
rarely,—it is nevertheless permitted to believe that the two continents then engaged in keen rivalry. From 
trade was the motive which brought Jews into direct the year 1744, and down to the day when the last shot 
contact with this country for the first time. Yet that was fired in France’s struggle for the possession of Can- 
contact must have been a very loose one, in spite of the ada, the name of Gradis is closely linked with the history 
important position which Jews occupied in the commer- of this country. Later, when Frangois Bigot, the In- 
cial world at that time. tendant in Canada, was, on his return to France, ar- 

Tlie reasons for this were two: in the first place, rested on the order of the King, dated December 17, 
communication with New France was very difficult, and 1761, "to bring to trial the authors of monopolies, abuses, 
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CHAPTER III 

THE SEVEN YEARS’ WAR 

Declared—Canada Defenseless—The Efforts of Gradis to Sem 
i He Equipped—Gradis Recruiting Soldiers—His Second Largt 
ence with M. Berryer—His Last Commissions for Canada—Lou 
necdotes. 

ik of the Seven Years’ War found France the marine agent c 
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ABRAHAM TO MOSES GRADIS 
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IN THE ENGLISH COLONIAL PERIOD 


CHAPTER IV 

THE BEGINNING OF JEWISH SETTLEMENT 

America as a Haven for Jewish Sufferers—Fantastic and Practical Plans for Jewish Settlement in Canada—Interest 
Displayed by Jews towards Canada—Their Preference for the English—Captain Schomberg—Jewish Purveyors 
to the British Troops—Aaron Hart and the Other Pioneer Settlers—Whence the Jews Came—Their Mercantile 
Role—The First Jewish Land-owners in Montreal. 


A T no stage of the history of the world have the great 
events of the time failed to react upon the course 
of Jewish life, which has at all times been so 
closely and so directly bound up with those historical 
events by the hands of destiny. It was not a mere 
coincidence that at the same time that Jews were ex¬ 
pelled from Spain, Columbus should have started on his 
voyage for the discovery of America, which was later to 
become a haven of refuge for the Jewish people. And in 
similar manner, the rivalry of the European powers for 
colonial supremacy in America was to prove a beneficent 
cure for the sufferings of the Jews, by providing a shelter 
for them in different parts of the New World. 

For while Jews were barely tolerated in England, 
and a second expulsion from that country was always 
within the realm of possibility, they were well received 
in the English-American colonies, in which their so¬ 
journ was made possible by certain privileges granted 
them. And the Jews everywhere contributed their 
fullest share, helping to develop a very flourishing trade 
there, and distinguishing themselves in various other 
branches of activity. It was through the American 
colonies that Jews came at any early period into contact 
with the English portion of Canada which, by the 
Treaty of Utrecht, 1713, included the present Province 
of Nova Scotia and part of New Brunswick. The first 
Jews who came to Canada after the British occupation, 
or who had any kind of connection with the country, 
were Jews whose names recall certain well-known 
families then living in America. 

Here perhaps belongs the strange story reported in 
a document found among the English archives. It is 
a report from Colonel David Dunbar, dated August 25, 
1732, in which he mentions the presence at Eouisburg of 
“six French men-of-war full of Jews, to settle the Island 
of St. John’s (now Prince Edward Island) in Bay Verte", 
and that the French who were already settled there 
would “supply and maintain this new intended settle¬ 
ment of St. Johns with bread, corn and live cattle, if 


Scots, and Irishmen, particularly Protestants, who were 
encouraged to go there. The Jews saw in this the 
opportunity for establishing a new Jewish abode. 
Special attention was given poor families, who were 
enjoined to proceed thither, and to induce them to do so 
an offer was made of three years’ charitable allowance. 2 
We do not find, however, a single Jew among those who 
came over at that time, the majority of the immigrants 
being Protestants. 

It will be remarked that the Province of Nova 
Scotia was from the earliest time the place which most 
attracted the interest of Jews who came in contact with 
it, chiefly as purveyors to the English troops who were 
stationed there, while under the item: “Halifax, October 
18, 1752”, mention is made in the archives of a proposal 
to the Lords of Trade, at London, by one Israel Abra¬ 
hams, who offered to produce potash in the Flemish 
manner, and forwarding several samples of the same, he 
emphasizes the importance of such an industry for the 
Canadian Province. 3 

It is assumed, although on very weak evidence, 
that the first Jews who settled in Canada came over with 
the colonial troops under General Braddock in 1755, 
and that they later participated in some encounters with 
the Indians. There were also one or two Jews in Wash¬ 
ington’s army, when the latter undertook, the previous 
year, an expedition to the Alleghany Mountains against 
the French. 1 It is difficult, however, to find anything 
positive to indicate that these were the real beginnings 
of the Jewish settlement in Canada. 

There is more conclusive evidence to prove that, 
long before Jews had commenced to-establish them¬ 
selves in this country, they displayed a lively interest 
in the commercial opportunities which Canada offered, 
as may be seen from the fact related by Michael Gratz 
that between the years 1759-1763 he made “on his own 
account and risk” his first experiments with the coast 
trade between Halifax and Georgia. 6 

These, it is true, are isolated instances. But it is 














THE FIRST JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDED 

his Salary and is Suing Pantos. 

^THINGS were very opportune for the Jews in Canada Three Rivers, and it was located in the house of Seignior 
1 ^ He was a notable figure in Canada and so popular 

utmost towards the common welfare of the country, in in certain circles, that when Edward, Duke of Kent 
whteh quite a number of them had by then made their (father of Queen ^wml^^irent he^ent to visit 
nprmanent home. It was under these circumstances as commander of the bUth Kegiment, ne wenc w 
that many of them not only attained success, but reached Hart, who received the royal visitor in his house with 
a position of special prominence. They were regarded all suitable dignity. That visit was not on y a personal 
L P ve^ desirable members of the community? were compliment to Mr. Hart, but in general indicated the 

respected in all circles, and _ W fhat fml' From 

stood on terms of intimate re- i *2? ^ ~ ^eld at tim • 

lationsliip with the most in- ' Z&Jjmryprae 'Z-LS numerous documents and 


lationship with the most in¬ 
fluential personages of the 
time. The adventures o f 
these early pioneers, some of 
whom have left behind them 
traces continuing up to the 
present time, would in them¬ 
selves afford material for an 


interesting chapter. Among 2GL^2. V, 

them were to be found men of 4 Z2 


numerous documents and 
C.-2. private letters of Hart’s many 
of which arc at present pre- 
served in the British Museum 
LA, it is to be seen that he was in 

/.//.y. - .y*. intimate relations witli the 

military circles, high officials, 
I and with the leading men in 


educationandrefinement.men ^ 

whose cultured manners, per- ziy. --.AT ML- 
sonality and keen Jewish 4—;—7 
• mind helped to open all doors AM am u— 
to them. A great number of G. 

them clung tenaciously to the ,. ; 

traditions and faith of their ; Ss ..— 'Jxizi 
fathers not considering it nec- Sy, 

essary to sacrifice those ties 


retain the esteem of their 
Christian neighbours, or to 
participate ill contemporary 
life about them. 

As already remarked, 
Aaron Hart remained inTliree 
Rivers, where he soon be¬ 
came a man of great influence • 


A... y.'-S’/ / _of the country, havii 

— /y/S~AA> S/L. (zZ 1 held in the greatest 

^ ^JL 2222222m. by them. In notice: 

L,.t>* English publications 


.... _ 


and won for himself the es¬ 
teem of all. In recognition 
of his services to the British 
army, when the country be- 

given large tracts of the 


death appearing in the Hen¬ 
ry., tlemen’s Magazine’’and other 

English publications of the 
time, he is spoken of as one of 
the wealthiest British subjects 
living outside of the British 
Isles. The French Canadians 
were often wont to call him 
the “Pope of Canada.” 

Despite the high position 
lie occupied, Hart never com- 
promised his Jewish conscious 
. ■j'.Zu/C*, ,lcss ’ 1,or did he permit that 
’ that feeling in him to become 
obtuse by surroundings. 
Among the Jews of Canadaat 


can to return to a more ~SjCT T ,.**2," . na S e r( -‘Ristcrs in the muni- 

settled condition he was ZxjZmZLaL L _*1_»•_cipal archives of Montreal. 

given large tracts of the - f —* H . art solved the problem for 

crown lands there, and be- ---• - - , himself in a different manner; 

saws* ssss isiits 


trade, his mercantile operations beinc carried on o n r is interesting t<o note that Aaron Hart was one of 

making Three Rivers an important trading ceX The ZT document, written on a large piece of parch- 
“^“da for the purpose still be’TedoheTed tTu, 2^2"" ’ 


Agtand aiui certahi ^ - unknow?,'however, whether 

s the one opened in Vol. R p ™” Cl Documcuts ” Montreal Historical Society, 
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troversy from becoming a public matter. The con¬ 
gregation was split into two parties, the lesser of which 
sided with the Rabbi, who was finally forced to hail 
Levy Solomons, who was then Parnas of the synagogue 
into court, for refusing to pay him his salary. The 
occurrence is brought out in a document preserved in 
the archives, containing a complete report of the case. 
According to brief of the plaintiff, Rev. Jacob Cohen 
demanded from his congregation, or from the Parnas, 
the sum of forty-nine pounds, six shillings and seven 
ence, “as his salary and wages for acting in the duties of 
hochet, 1-Iazan, Teacher and Reader to the Jewish Con¬ 
gregation, for three years according to agreement in 
writing signed and sealed on the thirteenth day of 
February, one thousand seven hundred and seventy 
eight by Hyam Myers of London acting for and on 
behalf of the Jews in this Province; that of the said Sum 
above mentioned the sum of thirty pounds, sixteen 
shillings & three pence, was a Balance that remained due 
for the term of three years, and for officiating as Hazan or 
Reader at the instance of the Defendant for four months, 
at the Rate of fifty pounds a year the sum of eighteen 
pounds, ten shillings & four pence half-penny became due 


to him, making in the whole the sum of forty-nine 
pounds six shillings & seven pence.” l> 

The dispute continued for several years, and among 
the witnesses who appeared for the Rabbi are mentioned 
Simon Levy, and Samuel and Uriah Judah. At the first 
trial, the court rendered a judgment in favor of the 
plaintiff. The case was appealed and, finally, on May 6, 
1784, the Appeal Court reversed the original verdict, 
and dismissed the action with costs. 

After this incident, Rev. Jacob Cohen left Montreal, 
and went to Philadelphia, where he was engaged by the 
Sephardic congregation “Mickve Israel,” with whom he 
remained thereafter, for a period of twenty-six years, or 
until his death in 1810. For a long time after the 
departure of Rabbi Cohen, the Montreal congregation 
did not engage a permanent Rabbi, and during that in¬ 
terval they were in touch with the Portuguese Jews in 
New York, whose spiritual leader paid frequent visits 
to the Montreal congregation, ministering to their 
religious needs on various occasions, as at circumcision 
ceremonies, weddings, etc. 


’Public Archives of Canada, Series Q, Vol. 33-1, 


pp. 17-30. 
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affected, finding conditions quite easy of adaptation, 
and continued to display at all times a keen interest in 
surrounding problems. In the month of November, 
1784, most of the Jews of Montreal, together with other 
citizens, signed and addressed a petition to His Majesty 
and both Houses of Parliament, praying to “relieve 
them from the anarchy and confusion in the Laws and 
Courts of Justice in this Province, etc....” This peti¬ 
tion led to an investigation into the judicial system of 
the land. Many leading citizens were examined as to 
their opinions on the subject, and at one of those hear¬ 
ings we find Uriah Judah figuring very prominently. 


Mention is made of him in this connection as having 
been a merchant in Montreal for upwards of 17 years 
and who, being a Jew, was sworn on the five Books of 
Moses. 19 Thus it may be seen that it was also but 
natural for the Jews to manifest much sympathy and 
interest, in the movement for a Constitutional form of 
government for Canada, which was at that time started. 
This movement later consummated in the passing of 
the Constitutional Act of 1791, by which Canada 
gained so much politically. 

19 Tbe Archives, Series Q„ Vol. 30-1, p. 249. 





THE FORMATIVE OR SEPHARDIC PERIOD 


CHAPTER VII 

THE QUESTION OF JEWISH DISABILITIES FIRST RAISED 


Characteristic Slate of Jewish Communal Life A Si ^f^p^iocatlur'pidilgllvder 7 Jewish Name—Early Appli- 
QueHion~k>mning^Up^-Ezekiel Hart Elected to Leg/slativeAssembly-Issue Over 
in House Hostile Majority Decreeing His Expulsion. 


—Hostile Majority Decreeing His Expulsio 


I T may be readily seen that Jewish life in Canada for a 
long time was but an echo reflecting the political and 
social conditions of the Jews in America. These 
influences made themselves felt even after the United 
States had become an independent republic, the Mon¬ 
treal community continuing to maintain its intimate 
relations with American Jews. This may partly be 
attributed to the inchoate nature of Jewish life in Canada 
and its narrow sphere, and partly too, explained by the 
fact that life as expressed in American Jewry was much 
richer in scope and substance. In keeping with con¬ 
ditions and their capacity for it, the Jews of Montreal 


for Canadian trade with England 1 . Among the vessels 
he controlled was the Ewretta which brought many a 
cargo to Canada, and of which mention is made as early 
as in March, 1801. 2 That is to say, that many years 
before the first Canadian steamer had left Montreal for 
Quebec (in 1809) Henry Joseph had already established 
communication between Canada and England by means 
of a direct steamship line. Other members of his family 
gained equal merit as pioneers in the construction of 
railways, in organizing the first telegraph lines in Canada 
and other important public utilities. Of these, however, 
we shall have occasion to speak later. 

A participator in many of the enterprises into which 
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ing the atmosphere in which Ezekiel Hart’s friends had 
to champion the cause of equality and upon analyzing 
in detail some of the contentions of their opponents. 
In them there re-echo all, or most of the mediaeval 
prejudices as directed against Jews. There is so little 
of the modern spirit in these arguments and whatever 
there is of that is so reminiscent of the age-old Christian 
antagonism toward the Jewish people. The whole 
reasoning is most characteristic of that period. A 
flagrant example of this bias is instanced in the opinions 
expressed by the Attorney-General of the Province, who 
most bitterly disputed the right of the Jewish member to 
sit in the House, contending that whilst the administer¬ 
ing of the oath in the Courts of Justice according to 
Jewish custom, to those who profess the Jewish religion 
was a matter of necessity, the sitting of a Jew in the 
Legislative Assembly was hardly necessary. 

The opposition of the French members under the 
leadership of Pierre Bedard which soon assumed a decid¬ 
edly antisemitic character, was more based upon tech¬ 
nicalities relative to the “invalidity” of the Jewish oath 
than upon sound reasoning and took into account the 
letter and spirit of the law only insofar as this was com¬ 
patible with what they wished to read into it, viz., that 
Ezekiel Hart, as a Jew, cannot sit in Parliament and that 
his oath is inadmissible. To support this thesis, the 
Attorney-General adduced evidence from the Canon 
Law, from which he cited a passage to the effect that all 
oaths must be taken upon the Evangels. Since Canon 
legislation was recognized by English law, he attempted 
to deduce therefrom that the oath of Ezekiel Hart could 
not be considered valid even in English law and that he 
cannot, therefore, retain his mandate. 


The friends of Ezekiel Hart, led by Mr. Richardson, 
on the other hand, contended, and dwelt at length on the 
constitutional principle, that no Jew can be excluded 
from Parliament because of his being a Jew, that accord¬ 
ing to English law, which must be considered in this case, 
a Jew in Canada cannot be deprived of the right to be 
elected a member of Parliament, and that Ezekiel Hart 
is therefore as much privileged to sit in the Legislative 
Assembly, as any Christian elected would be. Quoting 
from a statute passed under George II (Statute 12, 
George II Chap. 7), he pointed to that law as granting the 
Jews the privileges of natural bom British subjects, with 
the exception only of the right of sitting in the Privy 
Council, and in the English Parliament, of filling military 
and civil offices and of receiving land concessions in the 
United Kingdom. Mr. Mure and Ross Cuthbert, two 
other English members, displayed as much warmth in 
defending their Jewish colleague, and appealed to the 
House not to hearken to the voice of prejudice and 
animosity towards Jews, but to solve the contentious 
question placed before it in a spirit of probity and 

But all this had the least effect. Prejudice, born at 
first of an issue which had little to do with Ezekiel Hart— 
the embittered strife between the English and the French 
members of the House, and between the latter and the 
Governor General—finally triumphed, and the door of 
Parliament was shut upon him. This was the first act 
in the struggle for equal rights for the Jews, and a 
prolonged struggle it was. It was not before more than 
a quarter of a century afterwards that it was ultimately 
crowned with success, a success to which Ezekiel Hart 
undoubtedly contributed no small part. 




CHAPTER VIII 

THE STORMY DEBATES IN HOUSE, AND EZEKIEL HART’S SECOND EXPULSION 

Craig Dissolving House—Official Comment on Conduct of French Majority. 

‘oTfhe^pttSv&y led to theSlu' mere property of the King who ^^X^rTeturn 
tion of the House. Those debates deserve our attention also purchase and sell them ff S'S 

here both for their documentary importance and for the under Cromwell they were^ still gi Christian 
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refuted the alleged contentions, of Bedard, pointing out 
that anything which tended to limit the rights of a 
British-born subject was but inane or idle talk. With 
facts and cases which he cited, he proved that such 
interpretation of the English laws was contrary to the 
construction given them by British jurists and officials. 
Every Jew born in a British colony, he claimed, is deemed 
the equal of all natural born subjects, and that every 
British subject had the right of discharging a mandate 
in the Eegislative Assembly. The law, was the con¬ 
tention of Richardson, Cuthbert and Mure, allowed Jews 


that the British constitution is so framed as to give 
Jews more rights than the Catholics and that it is only 
in the “Quebec Act” that the latter are placed upon a 
footing of equality with Jews. In this Act there is a 
proviso that the Assembly shall not have the right to 
disqualify any of its members without the assent of the 
English Parliament. The resolution directed against 
the Jewish representative, he states, is in contradiction 
with the laws in force in the Province, does not rest 
upon any precedent and has no parallel in the history of 
Parliamentary procedure. “What is there”, he ex- 
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resolves on the privileges to which the House might lay- 
claim. The right of prohibiting not only individuals, but 
certain classes of his Majesty’s subjects from being elect¬ 
ed members of the Assembly, was attempted in the 
sessions of 1808 and 1809, to be carried by a simple re¬ 
solve of the House, and such was the nature of the 
proceedings on the occasion, that the Governor, with the 
unanimous advice of the Executive Council, dissolved 
Parliament and issued writs for a new one.” 11 

On this occasion, too, Ezekiel Hart, displaying 
remarkable courage and firmness, refused to yield to his 
adversaries and to give up the contest which he and his 



election had raised. In October, 1809, new elections 
took place and for the third time he put up his candida¬ 
ture in Three Rivers. For the third time he would have 
been elected. Realizing, however, in advance that he 
would again have to go through the bitter experience of 
the last two sessions and not wishing to become an object 
of continuous strife between the English and the French 
people in the Province, as would have probably been the 
case, he withdrew his candidature the day after he had 
presented himself, and thus his political career came to 
an end. What, however, he had given rise to, when it 
became apparent to everyone that Jews here were still 
laboring under certain disabilities, could not be done 
away with so easily, nor was action on it postponed very 
long. The occasion for that came a few years later. 
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of his district, for attention, i ne latter, nowever, seei 
to have ignored the matter entirely, and only replied 
the Governor one year later, advising against such p< 
mission upon the ground, as he put it, that the Christi: 
soldiers would not tolerate a Jew in their midst. T1 
reply was forwarded to Benjamin Hart who then a 
dressed to the Governor the following petition: 

“To His Excellency, Sir George Prevost, 
Baronet, Captain-General, and Governor-in- 


‘Archives Israelites, 1842, Tome III, Mai (p. 295) 
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mancipation, and as an indication that the time was 
joth favorable and not distant for the Jews to be accorded 
ill the rights of British subjects. Encouraged in their 
efforts by the measure passed in Quebec and realizing 
Eat a more liberal spirit was prevailing in the 
lountry, they determined to persist in the task they had 
lommenced until they would be recognized as fully 
irivileged British subjects. A second petition was 
ramed, which on the 31st of January, 1831, was present- 
id by Mr. Neilson, one of the English group in the As- 
lembly, who was also editor of the “Quebec Gazette”. 
!n this petition, referring to the just and liberal dis¬ 
positions manifested by the Government of Great Britain 
:owards those professing the Jewish religion, as shown 
iy two acts of Parliament, the Jews express the belief 
;hat their religious principles cannot be a sufficient 
eason to prevent them from accepting and occupying 
vhatever office or place of trust, whether civil or military, 
n this Province,—to which they may be elected or ap¬ 
pointed, and they therefore humbly pray that their 
lituation be taken into serious consideration by the 
louse which should afford them such relief, as it will, 
n its wisdom, find it convenient. 8 

A few days later, on the 7th of February of the 
ame year, another petition, one more lengthy than the 
ormer, and coming from Samuel Becancour Hart, a son 
if Ezekiel Hart, was submitted to the Legislative As- 
embly. In this petition Samuel Hart complained that 


wrongs. Only thus can we account for the 
manner in which the Bill dealing with Jewish rig 
adopted in order that it might the sooner becoi 
On March 31st, it was reserved “for the signific 
His Majesty’s pleasure thereon”, and on the 5th 
it was promulgated and declared a law. By t 
the Jews of Canada became recognized as Briti 
jects, who are entitled to enjoy all the rights am 
leges of other subjects. 

This statute which was subsequently confir: 
other laws passed, in order to give it a broader i 
tion, established the fundamental rights of Jews 
country and declared that every Jew, whether ’ 
born or domiciled in the Province, shall have th< 
and privileges enjoyed by other subjects of thi 
his heirs and successors, on all occasions and 
intents and purposes, and shall be allowed to acc< 
fill every public office or trustworthy post in the P 
of whatever importance. This statute is known 
William IV Chap. 57 and is entitled “An Act to 
persons professing the Jewish religion, entitled 
the rights and privileges of the other subjects 
Majesty in this Province”. 10 Thus the Jews of ( 
have been since the year 1832 on a footing of e 
with other British subjects in this country. W 
granting of complete political and civic freedom 
children of Israel, Canada made a great step f 
upon the path of human progress. Joseph Ti 
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THE PERIOD OF GREATER JEWISH ACTIVITY 


CHAPTER XI 


BEGINNING OF GERMAN-POLISH IMMIGRATION 


First Jews in Toronto—Jews and the Liberal Professions — Dr. Aaron H. David—Death of Ezekiel Hart — Rev. A. de 
Sola Coming to Montreal—His Influence as Rabbi and Scholar—Is Appointed to McGill—A Few Press Com¬ 
ments—First Jewish School Formed—The “Hebrew Philanthropic Society"—Jewish Immigration “ Unprece¬ 
dentedly Large"—Work of Jewish Benevolence and an Interesting Account of it. 


A S shown in a preceding chapter, it was at the end of Joseph and Judah G. Joseph, who were distantly related 
the 18th century that Jews began to come to Upper to each other. The latter was bom in England (in 1798) 

Canada, now and then visiting certain localities in and in 1830 emigrated with' his family to the United 

this part of the country. In some of the more settled States. In 1838 he came to Canada and settled in 

places, they would sojourn for a longer time, and in some Toronto, where he built up in the course of time a very 

localities had even tried to plant their abode with the successful business. He was an optician and jeweller 
intention of remaining. They did not, however, sue- and had his establishment at 56 King Street East. His 
ceed in taking root and such attempts did not broaden advertisement of 1840 reads thus: 
the Jewish sphere in Canada, though conditions were J. G. JOSEPH 

gradually becoming more favourable to such steps. Optician 

It may therefore be readily presumed that Jews Spectacle and Mathematical Instrument 

were in York (the name of which was in 1834 changed to Maker, Jewellery, Watches and Silverware 

Toronto) many years before some of them had definitely made and repaired to order, 

established themselves in that town. This must have Mr. Joseph was highly respected by all who knew 

occurred in the first years of the nineteenth century, him. He was a strict Jew and had made it a principle 
though it is difficult to ascertain the to close his business every Friday at sun¬ 

set. He was an active Jewish worker 
and was instrumental in laying the 
foundation of the Toronto Jewish 
community, the progress of which in 
the early years of its inception was 
slow. Of this, however, we shall have 
occasion to speak later. It is interest¬ 
ing to note that among the first sub¬ 
scribers of the “Occident”, which in the 
early ’40’s began to appear in Phila¬ 
delphia, were J. G. Joseph and Joseph 
Benjamin, of Toronto. Henry A. 
Joseph was a native of Sorel, Que¬ 
bec, and in 1838 he settled in Toronto 
where he engaged in the fur business 
at 70 Yonge Street. He married an 
English lady, an adherent of the Epis¬ 
copalian Church and thus drifted away 
from Judaism. It is worth mention¬ 
ing here that the first literary work, 
usiiaua. if it may be so called, which a Jew 

The first Jew known to have es- judah g. Joseph produced in Canada, appeared in 

tablished himself at an early date in Toronto. This was a pamphlet of 

Toronto is Arthur Wellington Hart, mentioned in a former 61 pages which was published in 1844 and purports to be 
page, and who according to the York Town Directory a “review of the teachings and the prophetic chronology, 
for 1833, was in the insurance business in Toronto in of Mr. William Miller”, as the title is styled. The 
that year, doing business under the name of “A. W. Hart name of the author is, however, unknown, as he shields 
and Company. ” himself under the pseudonym “An Israelite”. 2 

In 1834, L. Joseph had a general store in Toronto. In the thirties of the last century we also find in 

A William Myers, though his name is not so Jewish- Toronto Gershom Joseph, first as a student in the Upper 
Canada College which he entered in order to prepare 
himself for a professional career, and subsequently as 
an undergraduate at the University of Toronto where 
he registered at the beginning of the year 1838. After 
graduating from the Arts’ Faculty and receiving the 
degree of M.A. he took up jurisprudence, and graduated 
as B.C.L. In addition he studied for five more years 
under Chief Justice Meredith and Judge Mondelet in 
“Review of the Doctrines and Prophetical Chronology of Mr. 


sounding, is mentioned in the Directory as Deputy- 
Secretary and Registrar. A year afterwards, in 1835, we 
find Goodman and Samuel Benjamin (who subsequently 
went to Montreal) doing a wholesale dry goods business 
in Toronto under the name of “Benjamin Bros.” Dur¬ 
ing the time of the Mackenzie rebellion they received a 
contract from the Government to supply the troops with 
coats. In 1838 there arrived in Toronto Henry A. 


exact time thereof. Early reference to 
Jews in Toronto is made in a docu¬ 
ment dated 1817. It was a message 
transmitted by the Attorney-General 
to Mr. Cameron, the Government- 
Secretary, together with the statutes 
governing the celebration of marriages 
by all except Quakers and Jews, whom 
it is stated are governed by the same 
rules which were in force in England. 1 
That is to say, that the Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral deemed it necessary to point out 
the exception which must be made in 
the application of certain civil laws, 
insofar as they affected Jews (as well 
as Quakers), and it may be inferred 
from this that his attention was 
drawn to them in this circumstance 
although the civil status of Jews was 
as yet not defined even in Lower 
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speaks in laudatory terms of the very great in¬ 
terest, attention, and readiness displayed by 
the Honorary Secretary, the Rev. Abraham de 
Sola, in the performance of his duties, and in 
promoting the best interests of the Society, as 
also of the valuable services and extensive kind¬ 
ness of A. H. David, Esq. M.D., who most feel¬ 
ingly and attentively visited the sick immi¬ 
grants and dispensed medicines to them gratu¬ 
itously.” 

“In concluding their report, the Com¬ 
mittee pray, ‘that the Guardian of Israel will 
be pleased to bless with his countenance the 
future operations of the Society, so that, when 
an indigent brother arrives amongst them, he 
should have no cause to ask, “Is there no balm 
in Gilead, is there, indeed, no physician there?” 
that every son of Jacob will not refrain from 


‘lending to the Lord’; that they will not fear 
but that their interest shall be a thousand-fold, 
and that they will use their best endeavours 
to obtain further support for their infant 
Society, so that they might be enabled to an¬ 
ticipate the happy period when ‘sorrow andsigh- 
ing shall forever flee away’.” 

“On the motion of Mr. J. G. Ascher, seconded 
by Mr. E. Moss, "that the report be received”, and it 
having been put to the meeting, the report was adopt¬ 
ed nem. con. (nemine contradicente). The meeting 
then proceeded to elect officers for the ensuing year, 
when the following gentlemen were returned:—M. J. 
Hays, Esq., President; Messrs. Simon Hart, David Moss, 
and Joseph Lyons, Committee; and Rev. Abraham de 
Sola, Secretary-Treasurer.” 10 

'“The Occident, Vol. VI, October, 1S48, pp.368-370. 
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‘after centuries of changes, one of the people 
most stable in their faith, comes from Persia, a 
land most stable in its manners, to a country- 
inhabited by the two most restless nations in 
the world. After ages of enmity, a member 
of one of two hostile faiths comes from a 
country where the antagonists are alike op¬ 
pressed, to plead for both, where each is equally 
free, and both are friendly.’ 

“We hope the plea will be responded.” 

On the evening of the lecture, October 26th, 1848, 
the hall was crowded with one of the most respectable 
audiences that had until then ever assembled to listen 
to a public discourse in Montreal. Both the theme to 
be dealt with and the charitable purpose of the affair 
attracted the widest interest from all sides, and the most 
prominent citizens of Montreal were to be seen gathered 
there, among them being the Speaker of the House of 
Assembly, the attorney and solicitor generals, judges, 
heads of colleges, clergymen, scholars, journalists—in 
fact, all the intelligentsia of Montreal. The speaker, for 
his part, ably fulfilled the expectations of the audience 
and deeply impressed his hearers. The thrilling details 
of persecution and suffering to which the Jews were 
exposed in the kingdom of the Shah, were listened to with 
the deepest attention and excited the profoundest 
sympathy. An example of how the Christian gathering 
became impressed by the tale told and was practically 
carried away by it, might be drawn from the notices in 
which the newspapers reported the lecture. Remark¬ 
able, too, were the facts cited by the speaker, and it is 
evident that the description of the horrible cruelties 
inflicted on the Jews by the Mohammedans, must have 
stirred everybody deeply. We quote again from the 
“Montreal Transcript” the following significant lines 
in which a vivid account is given of what had transpired 
that evening:— 

“Mr. de Sola commenced his lecture by 
alluding to the sad and sorrowful cause which 
had lead the learned and pious Rabbi to come 
on a mission of woe, to his co-religionists in 
various portions of the globe, in the hope of 
obtaining from them the means of alleviating in 
some degree the intolerable persecutions under 
which the Jews of the Persian Empire labored. 

“The reverend gentleman entered into a 
brief but very interesting description of the 
city of Shushan, more especially of the Christian 
and Jewish quarters of the city, describing 
minutely the manners and customs, the garb, 
modes of worship, household and domestic 
economy etc., etc., of this distant and in¬ 
teresting people. He also gave a glowing 
description of the interior of the markets, 
bazaars, and places of public worship, and 
prisons of this populous Eastern city—the 
description which may be considered as a type 
of all the rest. After amusing and interesting 
his audience for some time with details of this 
nature, Mr. de Sola proceeded to give some 
information as to the treatment of Jews and 
Christians by the Mohammedan portion of the 
population, and of the cruelties and indignities 
daily perpetrated by Mohammedans of all 
classes, for mere love of wanton barbarity on 
their unhappy and unresisting fellow-country¬ 
men and fellow-citizens, of an opposite faith. 

“The Jews and Christians, he observed, 
were both hated and despised by the Moham¬ 
medans—perhaps the Christians were the ob¬ 
jects of a deeper hatred than the Jews, although 
they did not so generally feel the effects of the 
persecutions so deeply, as the Jews inhabited 


the towns chiefly, while the Cristians were 
spread abroad in the country. A mutual feeling 
of oppression and ill-treatment has caused a 
strong feeling of friendship, and a desire 
mutually to aid one another in their distress, to 
spring up between these two oppressed classes 
of the subjects of Mahmoud Shah, and, as 
generally happens among the persecuted of 
any race, the oppressed Jews and Christians 
were always ready to afford such aid and 
shelter as lay in their power, each to the other. 

“We have not space to enter into the 
various interesting details mentioned by Mr. 
de Sola; we will therefore merely state a few 
of the oppression practices of the Moham¬ 
medans, in the City of Shushan. Among other 
grievances, every family of Jews is compelled 
to pay to the Shah—be that family rich or 
poor—the sum of three dollars weekly, as a 
poll tax, with the exception of four months in 
the year, answering to March, April, May and 
June, in the Christian calendar—these months 
being those during which several important 
phases occurred in the life of Mohammed. It 
must be recollected that the relative value of 
money is widely different in Persia and in Great 
Britain and Canada, and that three dollars is 
a very much larger sum there than it is here— 
from this, the dreadful oppression of this tax 
may be conceived. The method of collecting 
this tax is also of a tyrannical character. A 
Mohammedan officer, on the day appointed 
for receiving this tax, goes into the quarter 
inhabited by the Jews, accompanied by a 
guard of soldiers, and the tax collector. Having 
seated himself in the middle of the street, he 
sends his myrmidons to the different houses to 
receive money from the hands of the oppressed. 
The soldier, having knocked at the door of the 
enclosure containing the domestic offices of the 
families, immediately demands the amount, 
frequently in this style:—“Come forth, dog of 
a Jew, and pay your tax!” This the master of 
the house immediately runs out to deliver, 
holding his hand open that the money may be 
seen, or the brutal soldier would not wait until 
he came to him, but he would be immediately 
seized and dragged to a place of punishment, 
and in all probability cruelly bastinadoed, 
often to the great risk of his life. 

“When a Jew or a Christian in Shushan 
goes to market, he dare not touch the articles 
he sees exposed for sale in the bazaars but 
modestly inquires the price of the vendor, 
standing at a distance; on being told the value, 
he spreads a cloth on the ground, on to which 
the purchase is thrown—the purchaser deposit¬ 
ing his money in a basin of water that it may 
be purified before it touches the palms of the 
follower of Mohammed. Two or three special 
acts of the grossest barbarity which have 
occurred of late years were related, from in¬ 
formation received on good authority, by Mr. 
de Sola. One was that in the year 1840, a 
Mohammedan child was lost, and some Jews 
being near the place where the child was last 
seen, they were immediately charged with 
having murdered the child for the purpose of 
obtaining the blood for the celebration of 
Passover. In vain the Jews remonstrated; 
one was seized and condemned to be burnt 
alive by a slow fire. His brother endeavouring 
to gain his pardon, was condemned to the same 




THE JEW IN CANADA 


the tears hopes, and he has everywhere met with ki 

:ir fellow- and sympathy. 

ipectators “ Mr. de Sola concluded his very mte 

h horror, lecture with the expression of a hope 1 

1, also, of the cause of charity the Jews and Christ 

ized on a his country might ever be, as now, umtec 

. Moham- thanked the assembly for the kindness anc 

ing some tion they had shown, and said if the Chi 

ifusing to should ever need relief, the Jews wou 

business. be backward in the holy work of chai 

el death. “The Rabbi then thanked the as: 

mediately in the Hebrew language—which was trai 

orth mes- to the audience by Mr. de Sola—for thei 

stimulate ness, and made his obeisance in the o 

ponists in style. The large and highly gratified as: 



















City Council 

at a meeting which was held on the day before (July 
11th). The others, however, turned down the invitation 
proffered them. The replies received and which do not 
give the reason for refusal, are very characteristic, and 
we reproduce them here. They were addressed to Mr. 
A. Hoffnung. 

The following was the answer which was sent by the 
Secretary of the Portuguese congregation: 

“Montreal, July 8th, 1859 
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le Jewish community in quite welcome; and eve 
Dticeably expand itself, contributing towards tb 
:d in Lancaster, Ont., The mutual regard of J 







CHAPTER XIV 


COMMUNAL ACTIVITIES AND SETTLEMENT ON THE PACIFIC COAST 


* O- a*. Acclaimed by-Cana**,? 

Speeches and Resoutio “ “ " AsTandJ. G. Ascher-The Difficulties in Early 

^ear^lwsi^a* West—Community at Victoria Formed—Ils‘'Scliool Questwi^'—A Nol^ordiy Role Played 

Laying of Cornerstone for Synagogue Unparalleled Event for Viclona-Jews zn Canada from Coast to Coast. . 


A LTHOUGH tlie Jews it 


Ali 


. a fact which ’ 

~ by the gradual awakening of a s 
consciousness among them, it was no less sij 
note how everything which occurred in the Jf 
re-echoed here and did not fail 
ments of local Jewry. 

In 1855, David Salomons 
of London, England, this being a unique 
high honor attained by a Jew. There v -- ' 
in this fact of the inroads democracy 
England, and of the progress which the 


in Canada were perceptibly avail. Only nineteen years later, in 1847, did the 1 
a fact which was also attended Government, under Queen Victoria, introduce a 


the British 


bill in 


upon the se 


ih world 


of communal Parliament for the “Relief of Persons of the Jewish 
■ ificant to Religion elected to Municipal offices, eliminating the 
words “On the true faith of a Christian," which bill 
became law four months later. That was a great step 
forward toward the complete emancipation of the Jews 
elected Lord Mayor in Eng^^yellow badges!” Rabbi de Sola exclaimed 
at the conclusion of his address. “No more Ghetto; no 
more Judenstrasse; no more civic disabilities; no more 
religious tests. The Jews wish to hold their heads as 
“and religious liberty had thus marked. Through- other men do, as God has created them. They want to 
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report of the meeting, was forwarded to the Lord Mayor 
of London. 2 

There is no doubt but that Rabbi de Sola contributed 
largely to the fostering of that feeling with which the 
Jewish community in Canada was generally regarded. 
He was a sort of a link which brought about closer 
relations between the two sections; and it was through 
him, the intellectual Jew, the man of great learning, that 
Christians in Canada learned to appreciate more keenly 
the Jewish race. 

In 1858, McGill University conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws (L.L.D.) and this was 
undoubtedly a well deserved honor. His reputation as a 
man of letters and as a scholarly Jewish rabbi was by then 
well established. He was known among literary men 
and to the Jewish world particularly for that profound 
knowledge which won for him so prominent a place 
among scholars. His intense literary activity was now 
at its height, and he contributed to several Jewish and 
other periodicals many of his interesting studies and 


immigrants, many of whom were precariously situated, 
the need of an organization which would take care of the 
new arrivals made itself felt—a need which had hardly 
existed before. This was realized more with the outbreak 
of the American Civil War which induced many Americans, 
including a considerable number of co-religionists to 
come to Canada, the latter adding to the task of the local 
Jewish community to provide for the needy in their midst. 

Under these circumstances the “Young Men’s He¬ 
brew Benevolent Society" of Montreal, was born. It 
was organized on July 23rd, 1863, by a group of promi¬ 
nent members of the local Jewish community who wanted 
to form a Society to assist the needy poor of the Jewish 
faith. The late David A. Ansell tells us a few interesting 
facts about the origin of this Society, in his reminiscences 
of those days. 

“In the year 1863,” he relates, “there lived in 
Chenneville St. a remarkable woman whose name was 
Mrs. Roman. She kept a Jewish boarding house and 
during the American Civil War her house was the 



: and Hebrew Benevolent So¬ 
to a foremost place amongst 
> of the American Continent, 
on of being the largest institu- 
the Dominion of Canada, 
the organizers that the Society 
ision and control of unmarried 
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In this con- between Jew and Christiai 
Question” for the latter had for those oi 
le Province of occasion of the laying of 
1, the Jews of gogue in Victoria, which t 
ithdrew their on June 2nd, 1863. Thi: 
-eason being a body participated—an e 
ported in the common ceremony and 
om that orean under circumstances unm 
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promulgation of the idea of economic Imperialism limited means of the fledg 
:h the work of Mr. Ansell who enunciated Young Men’s Hebrew B 
i long before Joseph Chamberlain had as yet co-operation and help it 
lit. He is the author of a work entitled “Weld- society, was faced with a 
,inks of Union, ” in which he unfolded a scheme matter was taken up at 
ence for the Empire which was in all essential members, 
he plan afterwards advocated by the British In the year 1874, a m 

n in order to economically unite the Mother for the formation of a Cc 
with the Colonies. the national and charit: 

D. A. Ansell at an early date also engaged the were to take part. The 
if Macdonald in a project according to which purpose the sum of twelv 
was to recognize the republic of Mexico. He the amount fell far short o 
n himself the initiative of presenting the matter the suffering of immigra 
Gladstone and entered into a correspondence the Young Men's Hebrew 
1 through the intermediary of Sir Alexander less decided to join the c 
the Canadian High Commissioner in London, share in the benefits that 
it of tlris was that Great Britain consented to tion of the new body. T1 
piition of the Mexican Republic and sent an fore at a general meeting - 
lor there. held on January 25th of 1 

lis services, he having also largely promoted the quite lengthily discussed, a 
;ween Canada and Mexico, Mr. D. A. Ansell the President, together 
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THE RUSSIAN PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION 


CHAPTER XVI 

AFTER THE “POGROMS” OF 1881 


nF f, 

Jewish Colonization—An Unsuccessful Attempt to Make Farmers out of the Immigrants. 


led the Jewish masses forward, and ofttimes complete- and 
y changed the complexion of Jewish history. It was the s 
hus also at the beginning of the eighties when anti- 


Jewish riots and persecution: 


In many Jewish centres in Europe, committees w 


in Russia materially affect- speedily organized in order to cc 


the New World, seeking a place of refuge, a lion: 

The rise of the tide of persecution in Russ: 
anti-Semitic reaction which followed in the oth 


ie to the shore of for the brotherly assistance of their co-religionists. 


In London it was the Mansion House Committee 
which took it upon themselves to help the Russian refu¬ 
gees who had succeeded in reaching the shores of England 
























urroundings 



hat were stones, and worked on the land, have like true pioneers 
ote from become hardened by experience and gradually adapted 
ite man, themselves to conditions in Canada. 
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CHAPTER XVII 


AN INTERESTING AGRICULTURAL PLAN 


a Jewish Centre—First Immigrants from Roumania—Plan to Settle Jews on 
1 gricullural Aid Association," and Its Purpose-An Interesting& 
l Division into “ Uptown ” and “Downtown Jews—New Comnmmties and the Addition of Mo 
-A Letter from Sir John A. Macdonald—The School Question Becomes Complicated. 
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Montreal, as Secretary, both of whom placed them¬ 
selves at the head of the movement which that Associa¬ 
tion was to conduct. It appears that the idea which 
was expressed through it was strongly encouraged by 
the Montefiore Social and Dramatic Club, which had 
greeted the great Jewish philanthropist on his hundredth 
anniversary and had in 1884 held a special celebration 
in Montreal in honor of the event. 

As for the aims which the Association had set out to 
reach and the tasks which it undertook, we learn from a 
circular dated January 8, 1885, signed by the President 
and the Secretary, which was sent to various individuals, 
largely in Montreal and Toronto, who were invited to be 
present at the first important meeting which was to take 
place a month later. Membership dues were only one 
dollar a year, and everybody was invited to join. 

As we consider that document throws special light 
on this chapter of our history in this country, telling as 
it does about the very beginnings of Jewish colonization 
in Canada, we reproduce it here. It reads: 

The Montefiore Agricultural Aid Association 
Montreal, 8th January, 1885. 

Sir: 


memoration of the Centenary of Sir Moses 
Montefiore and for the purpose of promoting 
agricultural pursuits among the Jews. The 
amelioration of the condition of our people has 
been the life-long aim of our venerable and 
distinguished philanthropist; and the recent 
celebration of the one hundredth anniversary 
of his birth has seemed to furnish a favourable 
opportunity to do something for the benefits of 
our people that will be in harmony with his 
views, and serve to perpetuate his memory. 

For many ages the circumstances of our 
people have tended to restrict them to com¬ 
mercial, to the exclusion of agricultural, pur¬ 
suits; and it is desirable at the present stage of 
our relations with other races and peoples to 
make organized efforts to direct the enterprise 
and industry of our co-religionists into practical¬ 
ly new fields of labor. And principally, we 
should devise and direct means of enabling them 
to share in the great and abiding source of the 
prosperity of nations—the benefits arising 
from the cultivation of the soil, and kindred 
pursuits. 

On religious grounds our people cannot be 
wholly isolated from one another. They must 
dwell more or less together in communities, 
so that any plan of getting them to enter in 
large numbers in an agricultural life must in¬ 
clude a plan of settling them in colonies. It is 
proposed by means of this society to devise 
such plans and overlook their execution. 

It is not intended, at first, to do more than 
to gather all the information necessary to 
learn how a system of colonization among Jews 
can be successfully begun and carried on. We 
can find out from the promoters and leaders 
of the various Jewish colonies now in existence 
what have been the errors they have made, 
the difficulties they have had to encounter and 
the losses from which they have suffered, and 
thence learn how all these can be best avoided. 
We can study the systems followed by success¬ 
ful non-Jewish colonies and adopt whatever 
parts of their system may be suitable to our 
needs. We can ascertain from various sources 
where the best lands are situated, and where 
the most suitable surroundings can be had, 
and all details as to cl imate and modes of 


agriculture, etc. We can learn the best means 
of giving to our young people the agricultural 
education necessary to make them successful 
farmers. We can acquire a great deal of 
valuable information on these and other points 
and transmit the information thus obtained 
and our views thereon to the various Jewish 
societies and communities in other countries, 
and then see what financial arrangements can 
be made with them to further colonization by 
Jews and their settlement on farms. And it 
may be here stated that in order to make the 
work of this association a matter of interest to 
all Jews, and to enlist the co-operation of all, 
it is intended that the ministers, presidents 
and treasurers of all Jewish congregations shall 
be, ex-officio, members of the governing body or 
council of the association, and that all Jewish 
congregations shall have the right to appoint 
each a deputy to represent them at all meetings 
of the council. . Again, we could furnish in¬ 
formation and advice to persons who might be 
desirous of entering upon agricultural pursuits 
and of investing their means in farms, etc. We 
could advise and direct the movements of a 
suitable and desirable class of immigrants; and 
we could prevent those from coming who might 
otherwise be induced to emigrate under er¬ 
roneous and exaggerated impressions as to the 
prospects awaiting them, and whose consequent 
disappointment might only affect themselves 
injuriously and impose additional burdens on 
the community here. As a society we could 
achieve all this and a great deal more that we 
could not do as efficiently, nor as usefully, were 
we acting only individually and without proper 
organization. 

It is confidently expected that the objects 
of the association will meet with your approval, 
and that you will join it as member and actively 
co-operate in the work to be done. The mini¬ 
mum yearly subscription of members has been 
fixed at the nominal sum of one dollar; and a 
meeting of the members, for the general busi¬ 
ness and further organization of the association, 
will be held at the rooms (upstairs), No. 242 St. 
James on Sunday, the 8th February next, at 
10.30 A.M. This meeting you are cordially 
invited to attend. 

MARK SAMUEL 

President. 

LEWIS A. HART 

Secretary. 

It may be seen, first of all, that those who took it 
upon themselves to initiate and call forth an agricultural 
movement among the Jews of Canada, did it with great 
enthusiasm and assiduity. They regarded it as a great 
national ideal, and like true idealists who wished to 
change the economic conditions of Jewish life, they 
sought the practical end, the welfare of the Jewish im¬ 
migrant, taking care at the same time that there should 
be laid a sound basis for what the Jews of Canada would 
build. 

Unfortunately it is impossible to find anything else 
about the colonization undertaking planned at the time, 
outside of the circular which we have just reproduced. 
It seems that the whole matter did not go any further 
than the meeting which took place in Montreal on 
February S, 1885, and which led to nothing. 

The problem which confronted the Jewish communal 
workers by reason of the continuous Jewish immigration 
in various parts of Canada, did not cease to occupy an 
important place in internal Jewish life. It was far 









THE JEW IN CANADA 


of political life and have preferred to push their 
fortunes in the various professions and in¬ 
dustries open to everybody in Canada. Of 
course no person can interfere with the free 
exercise of the franchise by the electors of the 
country and they cannot help it if the electors 


ren could not therefore atti 
found it more convenient ti 
the Catholic School pane 
missioners were not much 
they wanted to have the ful 
The result was, consequently 
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rk is left. From Montreal on the land, prel 
contributor to Goldfaden’s and that they be i 
lg, ” where there appeared al colony. At tl 
)ur Language," “General de Hirsch Institi 
hy, ” etc. Cohen (born in 

-social activities, Harkavy secretary, in plac 
e a man of initiative. On 1871), both of wl 
vith Joseph Bernstein, one work carried on b 
Montreal at the time, who was adopted by 
2 “Hamelitz. ” he formed a Benevolent Sociel 
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utenant-Governor of Quebec, who presented the. From the cens 
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CHAPTER XIX 

THE BROADER ASPECT OF JEWISH LIFE 

Conditions and Newer Requirements-Birth of " Jemsh Times"-The Dreyfus Cos 
c „t—“Acudath Zion" formed in Montreal—Death of David Oppenheimer—JewUi 
S —A Few Successful Graduates—Medicine, Art, and Literature—Jules Helbronner 
" Prevailing in the Clothing Industry and the Economic Conditions of the Jewish Wi 
led State of Charities—Talmud Torah Founded in Montreal—St. John , N.B. 

e seen, the characteristics of Jewish life in the "Libre Parole” to interpret for 
gradually assumed a definite form, these opinion all that revolved around th 
giving to it a certain completeness, but This case had fanned the flame or a 
as slow and gradual. It commenced about only in the old world, but it also yie 
• of the last century and before the traces the Jew-baiting propaganda carried o: 
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organs in their commentaries on the events of the day, of the Hebrei 
in the way that they tried to interpret such events for which has air 
their readers, but this applied to only the older Canadian The first 

provinces. In the rest of the country it was reflected Regina L. L: 
but little, or not at all. The populace there, on the Medical Faci 
contrary, was liberal and friendly to the Jews. she practised 
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leaders of Canadian Jewry, and his efforts were crowned 
with success. The maintenance of this institution was, 
in subsequent years, made possible through the generos¬ 
ity of the late Lazarus Cohen. That Talmud Torah is 
in existence to this day, the largest in Montreal. 

Farther east, the gradual progress which the small 
Jewish community of St. John, N.B., was making, 
could be noticed. Mention has been made in a preceding 
chapter of the first Jews to settle there. To this should 
be added that Nathan Green was the last person to be 
given the freedom of the city of St. John, prior to Con¬ 
federation, and that the first Jewish marriage solem¬ 
nized in the Maritime Provinces took place in 1882, 
with an officiating rabbi brought from Boston. 

Early in the nineties Jews began to settle in that 
city in larger numbers. Most of them hailed from 
Russia and Poland and a few came from England. In 
1896, a Jewish Immigration Society was organized 
which, through its own initiative and independent of 
outside aid, set itself the task of helping the immigrants 


in every possible way, upon their landing at St. John. 
The Society had thirty-six members, and all its funds 
were made up of membership dues. 

About the same year, too, the Congregation “Aha- 
vath Achim” began to contemplate the erection of a 
synagogue of its own. It obtained considerable con¬ 
tributions from New York, Montreal and Toronto, and 
in 1898 the building was completed. On January 11th, 
1899, the inauguration took place, which was celebrated 
with great religious solemnity, participated in by Rabbi 
Nieto of the “Shearith Israel” Congregation of New 
York, in the presence of the Mayor of St. John, of many 
prominent Christian ministers and laymen, and of the 
entire Jewish community of that city. The new House of 
Prayer was a handsome building with a capacity of 
300 seats, and it also had a Sabbath school, lecture 
hall, etc. It is interesting to note that the chief partici¬ 
pant in the inaugural ceremony was Master S. Hart 
Green, subsequently the Winnipeg Jewish representative 
in the Legislature of Manitoba. 
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CHAPTER XX 

AT THE END OF THE CENTURY 


i Reply’’—Letter from "Maskil El Dal” Society—Death of Baro 
l Point—A Neglected Opportunity—Anti-Semitism of No Effect- 
Lord Aberdeen Presented with Address. 
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CORPORATION OF SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE JEWS 
0 SHEARITH ISRAEL ) MONTREAL 
rViNttf 

lundred and sixty years have passed Janvier Street, near the present Dom 
ding in Montreal of the Spanish and burial-ground. The deed of purchas 
wish Congregation “Shearith Israel,” and the first one interred was Lazart 
lv of any kind established in Canada, an extensive owner of real estate in 


























































ISRAEL S. GOLDENSTEIN, MONTREAL 
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C KIRSCHBERG is a member of a family, who 
generations, have been eminent for their Jewish 
-ning. He is the youngest son of the late Rev. 
am and Cirla (Washutzky) Kirschberg of Mont- 
He has, since his boyhood, been actively connected 
tie Shearith Israel Synagogue, in which his father 
r many years assistant minister. Isaac Kirsch- 
as for years been a leader of the choir, and his 
ing of the musical portions of the prayers has al- 
>een a feature of the services. He is a Trustee of 
ingregation, and also was very active in con- 
1 with the congregational Sunday School, in which 
for years an instructor of Hebrew. He is a strong 
:nt of traditional Judaism. He is active in corn- 
work, and is a supporter of the various Montreal 
charities. Mr. Kirschberg is married to a 
:er of Hiram Levy of Montreal. 



ISAAC KIRSCHBERG, MONTREAL 


A. L. KAPLANSKY, J.P., MONTREAL 


A braham l. kaplansky was bom 
stock, Poland, May 1st, 1860. He wa 
on the 7th of March, 1891, to Elka, da 
Hirsch Rabinovitch, Sokolka, Poland. In 
arrived in New York, where he was in the 
ticket business until 1893 when he moved to 
and where he has since resided. He estab 
first Jewish printing business in Canada, and 
in this until 1907, when he retired and took up 
of Law. In 1910, he was appointed Superinl 
the Legal Aid Department of the Baron i 
Institute, which position he has since occupii 
1915, he has been Treasurer of the Spanish a 
guese Synagogue, Shearith Israel. In 1907, 1 
pointed Justice of the Peace, and Acting Mag 
the District of Montreal. Both in New York £ 
real, Mr. Kaplansky was keenly interested in 
able institutions and fraternal societies. 
District Deputy Grand Master for the Provin 
bee, of the Independent Order of the Sons of 1 
while they were in existence. 
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RABBI B. R. BRICKNE 
BERT BRICK- Ext 
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as) reform congregation, where one year for the embel 
nbed to an attack of malarial fever, cut and indefatigs 
:shold of a very promising career. band of singei 

ssor of Rabbi Lazarus—Rabbi David H. gogue choir e 
New York—held the position from Feb- best in the cit; 
August 1900. The cong 

lcceeded by Rabbi Solomon Jacobs who work. In the 
ulpit of the Congregation until the time record the di 
August 1920. A true pastor of his flock families in th 
d sorrows he shared, his services were at grants for reli 
; beck and call of all members of the com- the benevolen 
dless of nationality, race or creed. Fie the bettermei 
ie memory of all those who had the good institutions w 
acquaintance. Jewish Philan 

:tt R. Brickner, for the last five years the Many of the n 
}f the Congregation, has proved a valuable founders of th 
to the Jewish community but to Canada in all branches 
er his able leadership, the congregation The two 

number and imDortance and has made Temnle Sister 
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I. DAVIS 


IIEL HENRY DAVIS. 

, on May 1st, 1854,' the 
s of Toronto. He came 
his parents, settling in 
his death, which took 
:ducation at the Louisa 
:t Collegiate Institute, 
ailie, daughter of Philip 
ind, and had three sons, 
nd one daughter, Miss 
shed the woollen manu- 
being conducted by his 
,e lived in London, Eng- 
with many communal 
it of his co-religionists, 
mtinued to take a keen 
ihropic work and charit- 
Dmmunity. He was one 
ironto Men’s Benevolent 


Davis was one of the first to propose a Federati 
Jewish Charities in Toronto, but he did not live 
this an accomplished fact, the Federation of J 
Philanthropies of Toronto not being established 
1916. In his communal activities Mr. Davis hs 
earnest co-operation of his wife and family, who 
continued to maintain a spirited interest in all that 
place in charitable and congregational work. H 
Arthur served throughout the war with the In 
troops holding a commission as Lieutenant. Hi 
part in the fighting in Mesopotamia, and was 
stationed for a long time with the forces in India, 
Davis was a life-long member of the Holy Blosson 
gregation of Toronto, and was Honorary Secretai 
ing the Presidency of Mr. Frank D. Benjamin. I 
strictly orthodox in his religious views, but he wa 
broadminded, and during his lifetime numbered 
friends among the non-Jewish people. Mr. Da\ 
a keen naturalist, his hobby being the study and i 


Secretar 
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CONGREGATION EMANU-EL, VICTORIA, B. C. 


T HE CONGREGATION EMANU-EL is one of the 
oldest in Canada, and was the first incorporated 
religious place of worship on the Pacific Coast. 
It was formed by a number of Jews who arrived in 
Victoria in the years between 1855 and 1860. . Most of 
these men came from the gold rush in California, and 
were on their way to the newly discovered goldfields at 
Cariboo. 

The original membership consisted of thirty-five, 
Mr. D. Shirpser being the first President, and Mr. S. 
Hoffman, Vice-President. 

On Tuesday, 3rd of June, 1863, the laying of the 
corner-stone was performed. The participants of the 
ceremony were not confined to the Jewish portion of the 
City of Victoria, but representatives of every creed and 
nationality were present. 

Mr. A. Hoffman acted as Grand Marshal. The 
members of the congregation assembled in the rooms 
where they had formerly worshipped, in the upper por¬ 
tion of a building on Government Street. At two o’clock 
the procession was formed, headed by the band of 
H.M.S. Topaz followed by 

the GermaniaSineinvClub. . _ 


it to be well and truly laid. Benediction and prayer was 
read by Chief Justice Cameron, and the Masonic cere¬ 
mony was then closed. 

On Sept. 13, 1863, the Temple was completed and 
the consecration took place. On this occasion the 
sermon was given in English by the Rev. Dr. Cohen, who 
was the first Rabbi. 

An interesting feature about this congregation is a 
clause in the deed of property whereby it states that, 
should at any time the Jewish population of Victoria be 
unable to raise a “Minyan”, the building is to become the 
property of the city, to be used as a public institution. 

Shortly after the erection of the synagogue, the Rev. 
Dr. Cohen resigned as Minister, and for many years the 
congregation was without a spiritual head. An order- 
in-council was put through the Eegislature, whereby any 
officer of the congregation who was properly authorized 
by the congregation, could legally perform the marriage 
ceremony. 

Much credit is due to Mrs. Frank Sylvester for her 
assistance in raising funds for the building of the syna¬ 
gogue, and this lady up to 
s=- - - the present time, has shown 
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TEMPLE EMANU-EL, MONTREAL 


10NGST all the organizations in this city none has 
ad so precarious and unique an existence as Temple 
;manu-El. Its career has been throughout charac- 
l by typical Jewish stiff-neckedness and a righteous 
-cy for a great cause. Its history is the history 
dful of men who, for a quarter of a century, fought 
Dve and struggled to ensure the permanency of a 
aovement in this community. For over forty 
t has been the only reform congregation in the 


members of the contem 
This meeting took 
who had signed the d 
following results are r 
pointed: 

(a) To apply for a ch£ 

(b) To lease Albert I 

months. 

(c) To adopt "Minhas 











THE JEW IN CANADA 


123 



T HE HATE MR. SAMUEL DAVIS was born in 
London, England, July 4th, 1834, and died in 
Montreal, November 30th, 1895. He arrived in 
Canada in 1861, and on reaching this country made 
Montreal his home. He started business in a small way 
as a cigar manufacturer, and gradually extended until 
an immense business was built up, and the firm name of 
S. Davis & Sons became known all over the American 
continent. He also became the head of the tobacco 
firm of D. Ritchie & Co., Montreal, which later became 
the American Tobacco Co. of Canada, Ltd. Acquiring 
wealth in abundance, Mr. Davis did not keep it to him¬ 
self, but was ever ready to contribute to charitable ob¬ 
jects and worthy institutions, his generosity being lim¬ 
ited to neither creed nor race. He subscribed to all the 
city charities, and was a life governor of many hospitals. 
He took a lively interest in the Baron de Hirsch In¬ 
stitute, and was amongst those who worked hardest in 


obtaining a grant for the founding of that colony in the 
West, to which so many Jewish immigrants, who have 
since landed on our shores, have been sent. For seven¬ 
teen years, Mr. Davis was President of the Spanish and 
Portuguese Congregation, Montreal. In 1882, he be¬ 
came interested in the Reform Movement, and he was 
one of the founders of the Temple Emanu-El, the first 
reform congregation in Montreal. Mr. Davis was Presi¬ 
dent of this congregation for almost ten years, and held 
this office at the time of his death, when it was left 
vacant for a period of six months as a mark of respect. 
He was one of the most prominent citizens of Montreal, 
and no man has shed more lustre on the name of Jew 
than did Mr. Samuel Davis. He was married to 
Minnie Falk, daughter of the late James Falk, and he 
was the father of five sons, Eugene H., Maurice E., 
Sir Mortimer B., Melvin H., and David T., and of two 
daughters. 
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SHAARY ZEDEK CONGREGATION, WINNIPEG 


T HE first Jew to arrive in Winnipeg was one Reuben 
Goldstein in the year 1879, who brought his family 
here in 1880, which year also saw the advent of 
Philip Brown, George Frankfurter, Max Goldstine, 
Louis Wertheim, A. Bieber, D. Ripstein and S. A. 
Ripstein, men whose names later became synonymous 
with Jewish activities. No wonder then, that this 
handful, with a few others, should start a place of worship 
which became the progenitor of the Shaarey Zedek 
Congregation but which, as such, did not come into 


of London, England, who had been appointed minister. 
Amongst the most prominent workers were the president, 
A. J. Bloomfield, M. H. Saunders, M. Haid, R. S. 
Robinson, I. Ripstein, B. Levinson, N. Goldstine, A. H. 
Aronovitch and H. A. Isaacs, who acted as honorary 
secretary from the inception. This congregation grew 
in numbers but gradually found the financial burden too 
great, and attempts were made to amalgamate with the 
parent congregation, but proved futile until early in 
1913, at which time the Shaarey Zedek sold their 






















mm (.the .Ups of the Dead are Speaking) 
duable tribute to Spiritualism; and “Nezi 
bosor,” (On Vegetarianism). He also con 
;elyto the “Hebrew Encyclopedia" (Azai 
March 1900, Rabbi Gordon married Lifshi 
iter of Abraham S. Sobel, and he has tw< 
d and Daniel, and two daughters, Mrs 
A. Mandelbaum and Miss Eannie Gordon 
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CONGREGATION GOEL TZEDEC, TORONTO 


33, a number of Jews of Russian extraction wish- 
:o start a congregation where the ritual to which 
were accustomed would be followed, held a 
; and organized the Goel Tzedec Congregation. 
>t the founders of this congregation were:—the 
raham Cohen, the late David Gurofsky, the late 
elson, the late Mr. Robinson, the late Mr. Wood, 

: Jacob Draimin, the late H. Albert, the late L. 
Mr. L. Lcvinsky, the late Mr. Garfunkel, Mr. 
til, and others. At a meeting held on October 
83, the following were elected the first officers:— 
Jacob Draimin; Parnass, Abraham Cohen; 
, I-I. Albert; Secretary, Isaac Mintz; and Trustees, 
n, Wolf Cohen and L. Devine, 
e congregation first met for worship in a rented 
1 Richmond Street, where they remained for two 
Services on the holy days, however, were held 
perance Hall, when tickets were sold for seats, 


num extra for their dues, if they did not buy from the 
designated butcher. 

In 1896, Mr. L. Levinsky and Mr. P. Levy brought 
up the suggestion of organizing a Talmud Torah for the 
children, but this was not carried out, owing to lack ol 
support. 

The congregation flourished and grew very rapidly. 
The quarters they occupied became inadequate for their 
needs, and in 1905, during the Presidency of Mr. A. 
Andrews, the site of the present synagogue was pur¬ 
chased for the sum of $6,000.00. The total funds of the 
congregation at that time were only SI,800.00 Many 
donations were received by the members and the erection 
of the building was immediately begun. Elections for 
the Building Committee were held, resulting as follows:— 
A. Andrews, Chairman; I Cooper, Secty.; Paul Levi, 
Treasurer and L- Levinsky, G. Solway, H. Stein, I. 
Brodey, J. Yanover, the late J. Draimin, N. Brenner, M. 
Antipitsky, J. Cadesky, M. Lavine, P. James, M. Cohen, 


children at his Junior synagogue 
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L OUIS LKVINSKY was born in Poland in 1862, the gymnasium, re< 
son of the late Alexander and Gertrude Levinsky. rooms and assei 
He came to Canada in 1882, and settled in Toronto his untiring an 
^“re when the city had a population of about securing the co 


lud Tc 
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r. .Samuel Korn, Mr. Jacob Spring, Mr. Selig Greisman, 
Ir. Joseph Greisman, Mr. Zigmond by Mr. Moses Brody, 
pthali Tugenthaft. A charter was Mr. Henry Greisman 
: congregation “Shomrai Shabbas” and was succeeded by 


Mr. Selig Greisman, and he was succeeded in this c 
by Mr. Moses Brody, who was President for eight y 
Mr. Henry Greisman was also President for eight y 
and was succeeded by the late Mr. Samuel Shapiro, 
in turn, was succeeded by Joseph Rumm, who was 
lowed by Louis Birenbaum and later by Joseph Sp 
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McCAUL STREET SYNAGOGUE, TORONTO 
Beth Medrosh Hagodel Chevra Thillum 


above synagogue was established 
"Chevra Thillum”, by the late 
isli and Chaim Wilder and others 
of Richmond and York Streets. 
:ers and the first officials of the 
rted with a very small member- 

ut of increased membership, the 
larger premises a few doors east, 
heir name to “Beth Shinoole”. 
ned this name for one year, and 
line of "Chevra Thillum”. The 
■ee years were S. Levinter, Presi- 
rnas and Gabay. 

Yankel Mehr became President: 


Besvinick, Gabay; and Mr. I 
officers remained in office fc 

In 1911, Mr. M. Gebirti 
Finkelstein, Parnas; Mr. Bro 
Mehr, Treasurer. In 1912, 
as President; Mr. D. Finke 
stein, Gabay; and the late Mi 
In 1913, Mr. M. Gebirtig v 
Mr. D. Finkelstein, Parne 
Gabay; and the late Mr. 
In 1914, Mr. M. Gebirtig ws 
as President; Mr. D. Finke 
Besvinick, Gabay; and the 
Treasurer. 

For the years 1915 an 
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HEBREW MEN OF ENGLAND CONGREGATION 
SPADINA AVENUE, TORONTO 
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THE EDMONTON HEBREW CONGREGATION 


e rapid. They e 


In 1008, Mr. A. Cristall, owing to pressure of 
personal business, retired from the presidency and Mr. 
Wm. Diamond took the office which he has held con¬ 
tinuously ever since. For seventeen consecutive years 
he has been unanimously re-elected to the office he so 
' is a safe prediction and generally 
life office, so far as Mr. Diamond 
concerned. The many personal sacrifices he has 
made to the congregation has served a double purpose, 
it has endeared the congregation to him so that its 
branch of his business needs and its welfare are always paramount and the 
years before. Prior community with full appreciation of his unselfish de¬ 
arrival, there were several Jewish votion to its welfare has supported him generously in 
on but nothing had been attempted every laudable undertaking. 

- ... -< - -- --1-:- -- j n this same year, 1908, another event occurred 

which deserves to be chronicled. It was the arrival in 
Edmonton of Mr. A. H. Goldberg, than a young man 
in his early twenties. He soon afterwards took over the 
daryship of the Association and in a short til 


A HISTORY of the Hebrew Association or for that 
matter the Jewish Community of Edmonton might 
well answer as a biography of its venerable founder, 
leader and president, William Diamond, a man loved 
and respected by all who know him—Jew or Gentile. 

Nearly forty years ago, William Diamond first capably fills and 
set foot in Alberta and after a successful business career accepted that it i 
in Calgary where he founded and still controls one of ' ' 

the leading establishments of its kind in the West, 

The Wm. Diamond Clothing Company, he 
Edmonton in 1916 to take c * 1 1 -* 

that he had established het 
to Mr. Diamond’ 
residents in Edmo 

in a Jewish way. There was no place of worship, 
facilities for giving the few children a Jewish education, 
no shochat, no Jewish burial ground—in fact everything 
was missing that is indispensable to a Jewish community. 

Things soon began to change, however, and the changes 


is a step forward. Mr. Di 
mond’s influence in the community 
was soon felt and we find it record¬ 
ed that on the evening of Sunday 
the 12th of August, 1906, the fol¬ 
lowing ten Jewish citizens of Ed¬ 
monton assembled together for the 
purpose of organizing The Edmon¬ 
ton Hebrew Association—A. Cris¬ 
tall, Wm. Diamond, J. S. Berkman, 
L. Krankenburg, C. N. Sugarn 
H. Goldstick, N. Silas, A. Spiers, 
D. Boyaner, Harris Iny. 

Mr. A. Cristall, the oldest 
Jewish resident, was elected Presi¬ 
dent; Mr. Wm. Diamond, Vice- 
President; and Mr. J. S. Berkman, 
Secretary. It is rather a curious 
coincidence that of the ten gentle¬ 
men there assembled, the only ones 
who now reside in Edmonton are 
the three officers who were first 
elected. One of the interesting 
items that appears in the minutes 
of this meeting is a motion “That 
the Secretary was authorized to 


quick succession and each effect of his magnetic personality and dynamic energy 



. HOUSE OF ISRAEL, EDMONTON 


felt. Mr. Goldberg soon hegan 
to advocate the erection of a House 
of Worship. Considerable opposi¬ 
tion was encountered. It was 
thought that the community was as 
yet too small and much too poor for 
such an undertaking. At first even 
Mr. Diamond’s conservative nature 
hesitated to fall in with what 
seemed like a hare-brained scheme 
but he soon melted under the 
warmth of his secretary’s enthus¬ 
iasm and with two such advocates 

work up the interest of the entire 
community. Mr. Diamond offered 
to donate two centrally located 
lots, if the necessary monies to 
erect the building could be secured. 
Twelve thousand dollars was re¬ 
quired for the desired building, a 
huge sum for so small a congrega¬ 
tion, but encouraged by a sub¬ 
scription of $500 from Mr. A. Crist¬ 
all, the first president of the Associa- 
1, Mr. Goldberg and his commit- 


purchase a butcher knife, saw and meat chopper and all tee commenced their work full of hope andwith but a slight 


necessary articles to keep the meat perfectly kosher. 

Mr. H. Goldstick was appointed at a salary of It 
$600 per annum to administer to the needs of .the com¬ 
munity and immediately afterwards left for New York 
o take a post graduate course in those arts in which 


encounter, 
as difficult as 

many had prophesied and time and time again he was 
urged to drop the project for the time being and wait 
until such time as the community had attained, greater 


he was deficient, in order to better qualify himself for numerical and financial strength. Such pessimistic cc 


the discharge of his duties. He soon returned and 
entered upon his duties which he faithfully discharged 
for a number of years, and included, in addition to 
administering to the spiritual needs of his little con¬ 
gregation the training of the younger generation to 

whom a daily course of instruction in Hebrew was given. _ _ 

Thus the foundation was laid for a Hebrew school, which Hon. Frank Oliver and the 
was at a later date, for the purposes of convenience, After the laying of the corni 
separated from the Association but which always " ' ’ " 

received its fullest support, financial and otherwi 


unheeded and Mr. Goldberg went on with his 
work, refusing to become disheartened or discouraged be¬ 
cause the goal seemed a long way off. Long before the 
required amount was in sight the contract was let and on 
the 17th day of August 1911, the corner stone was laid by 
Mr. Diamond in the presence of Lieut. Governor Bulyea, 

t-t— i»—l- «**-••-~“* 5 — Jewish community. 

.. „ e, moneys flowed in 

freely and the building, one of the finest of its 
kind in Western Canada, was soon completed. With 


and in April, 1907, a beautiful plot containing three to keep up the Synagogue and to pay off the balance 
acres, adjacent to the city was purchased and still unpaid on the building. 

serves the needs of the community. In 1912, Mr. Goldstick resigned to engage in busi- 
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CONGREGATION BETH JACOB, CALGARY, ALTA. 


T HE first religious services held by the Jews of Cal¬ 
gary took place on the Holy Days in 1894. They 
were held in the old Masonic Hall, and Mr. Jacob 
Diamond officiated as reader. The gathering was com¬ 
posed of two residents of Calgary, two from Edmonton, 
five commercial travellers, and a farmer from near La- 

Jacob Diamond was the first Jew to settle in Calgary. 
He arrived there in 1889, when the population of the 
town was but 1500. For a number of years a “minyan” 
was all that could be managed, even in 1904 there being 
but four Jewish families residing in the town. In that 
year the question was forcibly brought to them of 
having their -own cemetery, the death taking place of 
one of the children of the community; a daughter of Mr. 
N. Bell. A lot was purchased and consecrated, but it 
was not until 1906 that the congregation and Chevra 
Kedisha were organized. 

The population began to increase, chiefly due to 
immigration, and the congregation engaged Mr. H. 
Sissinsky as Schochet and Cantor. Mr. Jacob Diamond 
had been elected the first president, and he also for a 
long period acted as Chazan. At this time the member¬ 


ship was about twenty-five, and the services were held 
in a public hall, on one occasion a room in a private house 
being utilized. 

In 1911, the population having made considerable 
strides, and at the time numbering about seventy-five 
families, land was purchased and the erection of a 
synagogue was commenced. The building was completed 
in 1912, and was opened with the usual ceremony. 
The name “Beth Jacob” was selected as a compliment 
to Mr. Jacob Diamond. 

As in all other communities, the synagogue has 
been the means of bringing the Jewish people together, 
and all communal activities have had their origin there. 

In 1914, attempts were made to start another 
congregation, but these did not materialize, and today 
there is but the one synagogue, although the Jewish 
population of Calgary is now about 1250. 

There is a ladies’ auxiliary in connection with the 
synagogue, and much assistance has also been rendered 
by the Ladies’ Aid Society, the B’nai B’rith Lodge, and 
the Council of Jewish Women. Mr. Morris Groberman 
is President of the congregation and the Rev. S. Slone- 
msky is the spiritual leader of the community. 


SASKATOON HEBREW CONGREGATION 


T HE history of the Jewish community of Saskatoon 
reads much the same as that of any other city in 
the Canadian West. It was in March, 1908, that 
the first Jew to settle in Saskatoon, Mr. H. Sklar, took 
up his residence there. He had come from Kiev and 
shortly afterwards in the same year was joined by 
Messrs. W. Landa, M. Volansky, J. Mallin, M. Rose, 
S. Henerofsky, and S. Goodman. 

As was always the case in conformity with true 
Jewish spirit, the first “minyan” for the Holy Days was 
held the very same year at the home of Mr. Sklar, the 
“minyan” being composed of the above named and some 
commercial travellers and a few of the Jewish settlers 
from the neighboring towns. As there was no Chazan 
within reach at that time, the members of the “minyan” 
took turns in performing the services. 

In 1909, the religious activity of Saskatoon was 
still centered at the home of Mr. Sklar. Mr. Bimbaum 
who had recently arrived, officiated during the Holy 

With the arrival of several other Jewish families, 
it was found necessary in the year 1910 to rent a small 
hall and to engage the first Shochet, Rev. Mr. Selchenko. 
The small hall later gave way to a larger one in the 
Cahill Block, where the services during the year 1911 
were held, and finally in 1912, an attempt was made to 
build a synagogue. Thanks to the conscientious efforts 
of the whole Jewish community, a synagogue was 
erected the same year. Although the Jewish population 
at that time was very small, it is worthy to note that 
they took upon themselves the responsibility of erecting 
a synagogue at a cost of $4,500. Mr. Koukoy was 


President;Mr. Goldstein, Vice-President; and Mr. Abrom- 
ovitch was Trustee at that time. 

During the next seven years the Jewish population 
of Saskatoon increased from twenty to one hundred 
families, and the erection of a more suitable and larger 
synagogue became the important problem. 

On April 13th, 1919, work was definitely com¬ 
menced in the construction of a new building and it 
was completed at a cost of S17,000. The official open¬ 
ing, which was a day of general rejoicing for the Jewish 
community of Saskatoon, took place in September 1919. 
Chief Rabbi Kahanovitch of Winnipeg officiated. The 
officers of the synagogue at that time were;—President, 
H. Lazaresco; Vice-President, S. Sklar; Secretary, L. 
Feinstein; and Executive, J. Claman, A. Wolochow, 
S. Panar and W. Landa. 

In keeping with the rapid rise of the congregation, 
a Chevra Kedisha was inaugurated in 1911, and several 
acres of land were purchased for a cemetery. From the 
original membership of about fourteen, of which Mr. 

A. Volansky was President and Mr. H. Lazeresco, 
Secretary, there has been an increase to over fifty 
members at the present day. For the year 1925, the 
following have been elected to hold office in the Chevra 
Kedisha;—President, J. Claman; Vice-President, W. 
Adilman; Treasurer, D. Ellis; Secretary, M. Rose; and 
Trustees, S. Davies and W. Landa. 

The present officers of the congregation are;—Presi¬ 
dent, W. Adilman; Vice-President, J. Claman; Honorary 
Recording Secretary, M. Shertzer; Financial Secretary, 

B. Viner; Secretary, J. Goldenberg; Treasurer, M. Rose; 
and Trustees, J. Gordon, N. Adilman and M. Feiler. 
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HOUSE OF JACOB CONGREGATION, 
WINNIPEG 


T HE oldest and largest Synagogue in North Winnipeg, 
Congregation Beth Jacob, was erected in the year 
1903. The congregation was organized in that 
year, and among the founders were:—P. Lechtzier, who 
became President; L. Berger, Vice-President; and N. 
Kasler, Treasurer. This synagogue has exerted a power¬ 
ful influence upon Winnipeg Jewry, and under its aus¬ 
pices, the first plans for the building of many prominent 
institutions such as the Talmud Torah and the Jewish 
Old Folks’ Home, were made. Rabbi Kahanovitch, 
Chief Rabbi of the orthodox congregations in Winnipeg, 
is the minister at this synagogue. It has a membership 
of one hundred and fifty, a Chazan and a choir. The 
present officers are:—H. Sinisky, President; P. Stein- 
garten, Vice-President; and S. Choslovsky, Treasurer. 


CONGREGATION BETH JACOB, 
HAMILTON, ONT. 

T HE Congregation Beth Jacob of Hamilton was 
organized on December 1st, 1887, and on Dec¬ 
ember 6th, 1887, the charter was received from the 
Provincial Government. They first held a “minyan” 
at a hall on King Street West, at which place, at the 
present time, stands the Royal Theatre (moving picture 
house). Two years later, in 1889, the present premises 
were bought from a church, which was renovated and 
remodelled into a synagogue. This was before the 
present T. H. B. Tunnel was built. On the charter 
appears the following list of names;—Messrs. Elias 
Siderski, Julius Levy, William Goldberg, Woolf Cohen, 
Isaac Raphael, Louis Rubens, Isaac Levy, Harris 
Siderski, Max Steinberg, Kalman Camman, Soloman 
Frank, Jacob Lewis, Max Morris, Adolph Shafer, 
Moritz Mittenbrown, Archibald Epstein, Barnett Frank, 
Isaac Diamond, Meyer Lamberg, and Samuel Mos- 
kowitz. 

There is no record of the first officers. The first 
Board of Trustees of the congregation were;—Messrs. 
Abraham Levy, Max Steinberg, Kalman Camman, 
William Goldberg, Woolf Cohen, Elias Siderski, Julius 
Levy, Louis Lipschitz, and Solomon Frank. 

Many of the charter members have left the city, 
some are deceased, others are still residents but not 
members of the congregation. Those of the charter 
members who are still members of the congregation 
are;—Max Steinberg, Harris Siderski, Archibald Ep¬ 
stein, and Meyer Lamberg. 

The congregation is at present without a spiritual 
head, but is in the field for a modern orthodox Rabbi, 
and the Chazan is the Rev. Jacob Levinson. The con¬ 
gregation consists of about one hundred and forty mem¬ 
bers, the minimum dues being $24.00 per annum. 
The fees of the non-resident members and widows of 
members are half that amount. 

In connection with the congregation, there is a 
ladies’ auxiliary, The Jewish Ladies’ Aid Society, which 
looks after all charitable work. 

The present officers of the Society are;—Mrs. H. 
Freiman, President; Mrs. S. Needle, Vice-President; 
Mrs. M. Epstein, Secretary; and Mrs. Rose Levy, 
Treasurer. 

There is also the Beth Jacob Social Circle, which 
is composed of the children of the members, who meet 


in the vestry chambers of the synagogue, a Junior, 
Congregation, and a Sunday Religious School. 

The congregation has large burial grounds, which 
are situated at Waterdown, and the Cemetery Board 
consists of;—J. Goldblatt, President; S. Shachnove, 
Vice-President; M. Levy, Deputy Gabbay; M. Grin- 
blatt, Treasurer; and J. Freedman, Secretary. 

The present officers of the congregation are;— 
D. S. Kauffman, President; R. Levy, Vice-President; 
J. Freedman, Secretary (since July 1, 1919); J. Alter, 
Treasurer; Trustees, A. Epstein, M. Epstein, S. Quiril, 
S. Lipschitz; Gabbaim, Jacob N. Goldblatt and Max 
Steinberg; House Committee, S. Davidovitz, S. Hersh- 
man, and A. Berg; and Life Trustees, Jacob N. Gold¬ 
blatt, Harris Siderski, and Samuel Shachnove. 


CONGREGATION B’NE ISRAEL, 
LONDON, ONT. 

T HIRTY-SIX years ago, (September, 1888), a hand¬ 
ful of Jews banded themselves together for the 
purpose of organizing the first Jewish congregation 
in London. 

The prospect of acquiring a synagogue seemed at 
first remote. There were only twelve members. They 
were new-comers, who had brought anything but wealth 
from the old land. “B’ne Israel” was the name given 
to the congregation, and I. Levin was chosen as its first 
President. For many years services on the Sabbath 
and on Holy Days were held in private homes. 

In 1896, however, a synagogue was erected, the 
first Jewish synagogue to be built in London. It was 
situated on Richmond Street. J. Harris was President 
at that time. Some time before this, a cemetery had been 
purchased by the congregation. 

In the course of a quarter of a century, with the 
steady, though slow growth of the Jewish population of 
London, the original synagogue became inadequate, 
despite the fact that a second congregation had mean¬ 
while sprung up. 

In 1917, B’ne Israel moved into larger quarters, 
when they purchased their present synagogue on the 
corner of Grey and Wellington Streets, originally a 
German church. 

At the present time the congregation is in a flourish¬ 
ing condition; it has more than fifty members. The 
officers include D. Wydenbaum, President; J. Schure, 
Vice-President; L. Slobasky, Treasurer; Mr. Rosenfeld, 
Secretary; and M. Fishbein, First Trustee. 
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S BILSKY, the first Jew to settle great interest in all charitable and social movements 
mnder of the firm of Bilsky, Ltd., in the community. He was instrumental in starting 
;sia in 1829 and died in Ottawa the first synagogue there in 1895, the Adath Jeshuran 


He arrived in Canada with his 
Id and first lived in Montreal, but 
157, when his father returned to 
:wly-discoverec 
se days havinj 
thence by boa 


on King Edward Avenue. He was also one of the leaders 
of the local Zionist movement and was known for his 
kindness and charitv. never refusing worthy requests. 


Bilsky fc 
the Jewis 
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BAY STREET SYNAGOGUE, TORONTO 
“MACHZIKE HADASS” 

I N 1906, a number of the members of Chestnut Street 
Synagogue (Shomrai Shabbas), who became dis¬ 
satisfied with certain conditions that were in ex¬ 
istence, decided to organize a new congregation and 
formed the Bay Street Synagogue (Machzike Hadass). 

Among those who were active in the formation of 
this congregation were;—Samuel Fralick, Charles Scher, 
M. Gelber, the late L. Shumer, Charles Pasternack, and 
M. Sheffer. 

For their rights in the Chestnut Street Synagogue, 
the seceding members received the sum of 810,000, for 
which they purchased the property on Bay Street, and 
on which they built their synagogue. 

The first President was Mr. Samuel Fralick. 

Rabbi J. Weinraub, who formerly had been connected 
with the Chestnut Street Synagogue, joined the Mach¬ 
zike Hadass, and has been connected with that con¬ 
gregation ever since. 

The present membership consists of about one 
hundred and twenty, and Mr. Myer Shapiro is the Presi¬ 
dent. 


ROUMANIAN HEBREW CONGREGATION 
“ADATH ISRAEL”, TORONTO 

T HE Roumanian Hebrew Congregation “Adath 
Israel” of Toronto, was organized in 1902, with 
a membership of twenty made up of men who had 
come from different parts of Roumania and who wished 
to have their services conducted in the manner to which 
they had been accustomed. They at first worshipped 
in different homes and halls and in 1910, built the present 
building at 48-50 Centre Avenue. On completion of 
the building, the corner stone was laid by Mr. and Mrs. 
B. Hashmall, with all necessary ceremony. The member¬ 
ship at the present time is two hundred, and the seating 
capacity of the synagogue is five hundred. 

In 1924, a Ladies’ Auxiliary of the congregation was 
formed, under the presidency of Mrs. H. Signer. Mrs. 
Leo Hertzman is Secretary of the Auxiliary. Through 
the efforts of its members, a Sunday School was formed 
on February 1st, 1925, with an attendance of seventy- 
five children. 

The present officers of the congregation are;—Pres., 
Mr. Isaac Lieberman; Vice-Pres., Mr. J. Pascal; Treas., 
Mr. A. Joseph; and Secty., Mr. Wm. Goodman. 

The cemetery of the Adath Israel Congregation is 
situated at Rosemount Avenue, and the officers of the 
Chevra Kedisha are;—Gabbay, M. Pezim, and Assistant 
Gabbay, J. Tishler. 


ROSH PINA SYNAGOGUE, WINNIPEG 

T HE Rosh Pina Synagogue was organized in August 
1893. The founders of the congregation were:— 
M. Black, W. Moscovich, P. Minuk, I. Rosen, T. 
Finkelstein, N. Rosenblat, H. Gartil, B. Peveles, and S. 
Milstein. The present officers are:—T. Portigal, Presi¬ 
dent; J. Shimban, Vice-President; A. Swartz, Treasurer; 
and M. W. Shiffman, Secretary, and the Trustees are:— 
N. Rosenblat, D. Gufine, I. Brownstein, and W. Black. 


CONGREGATION BEN JUDAH, 
LONDON, ONT, 

S OME eighteen years ago (1907), a small group of 
Jews of London, Ont., under the leadership of the 
late Moses Leff and M. Pollock, now of Saskatchewan, 
banded themselves together to form a congregation. 
They purchased an old church at the corner of Colbome 
and Horton Streets. Owing to the lack of funds, the 
late Moses Leff and the late Israel Leff advanced the 
required amount. After remodelling and making all the 
necessary renovations, the synagogue was formally 
opened on September 12th, 1907. They held services 
in this building for thirteen years. The original member¬ 
ship of the congregation consisted of fourteen men, but 
slowly the number increased, until today there is a 
total membership of seventy. 

At a meeting held on Sunday, May 15th, 1920, it 
was resolved that the old synagogue be demolished and 
a new and up-to-date building be erected. For four 
years the Building Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
H. Sigel, M. Siskind, B. Lewis, S. Hershom, M. Jack, 
M. Apple, S. Sigel and H. Grace, laboured zealously 
and faithfully to raise the necessary funds. 

The cornerstone was laid on July 2nd, 1923, by 
Mr. and Mrs. B. Lewis, Rabbi Jacob Gordon of Toronto 
officiating. On July 15th, 1924, which was a day of 
great rejoicing to the Jews of London, the new edifice 
was formally opened. The total cost of the new building 
is $18,000. 

The present spiritual head of the congregation is 
Rabbi A. Ruthberg, formerly of Auburn, N.Y. 

The Life Trustees are;—B. Lewis, M. Siskind and 
the late Moses Leff, and the present officers are;— 
H. Sigel, President; J. Lipowich, Vice-President; S. 
Sigel, Secretary; J. Siskind, Treasurer; and Trustees, 
M. Gootson, S. Boom and S. Hershom. 


BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE, 
KINGSTON, ONT. 

T HE Hebrew Congregation of Kingston dates back 
many years, among the founders being Simon 
Obendorffer, Louis Abramson, K. Zacks, I. Zacks, 
S. Bennet, and M. Susman. Prior to this there were 
Jewish residents of the city, but never sufficient number 
to form a “minyan”. 

After the formation of the congregation the mem¬ 
bers worshipped in halls and other public places, and 
in the course of time a second congregation was organ¬ 
ized, by newer arrivals and through a dispute between 
members of the original institution. Finally, in 1908, 
largely through the instrumentality of Mr. Isaac Cohen, 
the two organizations combined, on the assurance that 
Mr. Cohen would be responsible for the erection of a 
synagogue. This became an accomplished fact in 1910. 
It is a noteworthy illustration of the high esteem in 
which members of the Jewish community are held when 
the Christian population of the city subscribed largely 
to the erection of the synagogue. 

The first president was Mr. Obendorffer, and he was 
succeeded in office by Mr. Joseph Abramson. The 
Jewish community is approximately 200 souls and 
practically all are members of the congregation. 

The present officers of the congregation are:— 
Isaac Cohen, President; K. Zacks, Vice-President; A. 
Shaer, Treasurer, and Moses Abramsky, Secretary. 
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ANSHE SHOLOM CONGREGATION, HAMILTON 


T HE oldest Jewish Congregation in Hamilton and 
one of the pioneer religious bodies of Canada, was 
incorporated by Parliament of Canada on May 5th, 
1863, under the name of the Anshe Sholom Congregation. 
Among the signatories to the application for incorpora¬ 
tion were Jacob Frey, Isaac Levy, Henry Zinshimer, 
Samuel Desbecker, Leopold Rosenband, Daniel Shire, 
Simon Shire, Leopold Loeb, Isaac Shire, William Loeb, 


Originally starting as a strictly orthodox congrega¬ 
tion, at the time that the synagogue was erected an in¬ 
novation was made by the men and women worshippers 
sitting together. This was the first attempt at Reform 
Judaism made by the Jews of Canada, and Edmund 
Scheuer was again instrumental in this movement. 

The first confirmant in the synagogue was Adolph 
Levy, a son of one of the charter members, and today a 


Mendel Levy, Abraham Levy, Herman Levy, Jonas leading citizen of Hamilton, who has held the office 
Draenger, Solomon Ungar, H. Wolf, Bernhard Wein- of president of the congregation, a position that has also 
berg, Abraham Simon, and Louis Daniels. been held by his brother, Gabriel Levy. 

Under the Act of In- _ The first minister ti 


corporation the congregation 
had the power to hold pro¬ 
perty not exceeding five thou¬ 
sand pounds in value, to be 
used for the purposes of a 
cemetery and synagogue. 

The earliest available 
Hamilton directory (1851-2) 
gives the names of three Jews, 

J. Samuel, David Rose, and 
G. J. Lazarus. This was 
prior to the incorporation of 
Hamilton as a city. In the 
directory of 1856 the number 
had increased to thirteen, 
and in the following year 
ground was purchased for a 
cemetery. The deed to the 
ground is dated that year and 
is signed, on behalf of the 
Hamilton Jews, by four mem¬ 
bers of the community, who 
purchased it in the name of a 
Hebrew Benevolent Society, 
which was the first Jewish 
communal institution in the 
City, and which had been form¬ 
ed some time previously. 

For a number of years after the congregation 
incorporated services were held in ' " " 

West, in fact, it was not until 1 


s erected. There was very little wealth 
charter members, many of w' ' ’ 

surrounding settlements, and 
Scheuer, who had arrived in Hamilton in 1871, and by 
the late Mark Cohen, funds 
of the synagogue on Hugbsc 
by the congregation. 


ngregation was the Rev. 
Wolf Landau, who officiated 
for many years. The regu¬ 
larly ordained rabbis of the 
congregation have been Dr. 
Berkenthal, and Rabbis 
Joseph Friedlander, Jacob 
Minkin, Julius Berger, and 
the present incumbent, Iser 
Freund. The Rev. Mr. Wohl- 
berg succeeded Rabbi Ber¬ 
kenthal, and he was succeed¬ 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Philo. 

Foremost among those 
who should be mentioned for 
signal services rendered the 
congregation is the late Mrs. 
Herman (Camilla) Levy, who 
in 1875, organized the De¬ 
borah Ladies’ Aid Society, as 
an auxiliary society. Mrs. 
Levy was elected the first 
president of this society, (of 
which an account is given else¬ 
where in this volume) and 
retained this office until her 
death in 1916. A woman who 
practically devoted her life to 
the welfare of the congregation and of her coreligionists, 
King Street she set an inspiration that on various occasions was perhaps 
synagogue the onlv means of keeping the congregation alive, and 



HUGHSON STREET SYNAGOGUE, HAMILTON 


lg the Hamilton Jewry may well be sa 


'erything toher. 

business in Edmund Scheuer was the president of the congregation for 
1882, led by Edmund many years, resigning in 1886 on taking up his residence 
nilton in 1871, and by in Toronto. The late Mark Cohen was also a very active 
raised for the building member, and for the past forty years David Sweet has 
Street, which is still used been one of the leading members of the congregation, for 
much of this long period holding executive office. 
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NKELMAN, President and proprietor and hi 
rger Tailoring Company, Limited, To- the Ci 
i bom in Poland on July 4th, 1883, the any oi 


is one of the outstanding communal workers 
r of Toronto. His activities are not confined 
creed, but he is particularly interested in i 















































166 


THTv JEW IN CANADA 


LIST OF SYNAGOGUES 

Although wc have made every endeavor to get full information, and have repeatedly written to the officials, it has 
not been possible to obtain any further details from the following congregations. 


KEREM ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 
P. Parnass, President, 
Montreal 


CHEVRA THILLUM CONGREGATION, 

II. B. Rockitt, President, 

Montreal 

CHEVRA MISHNAYOTI-I CONGREGATION, 

S. Zittrer, President, 

Montreal 

SHAARE TEFILLA CONGREGATION, 

A. Klein, President, 

Montreal 

NUSACH AARI CONGREGATION, 

J. Albert, President, 

Montreal 

PINSKER SIIUL CONGREGATION, 

I. Figler, Secretary, 

Montreal 

TIFERETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 

Mr. Capelowich, President, 

Montreal 

AVATH SHOLEM CONGREGATION, 

N. Miller, President, 

Montreal 

BETH ABRAM CONGREGATION, 

N. Rohr, President, 

Montreal 

bethhamedroshhagodelcongregation, 

J. B. Miller, President, 

Montreal 

KHAL JESHURUN CONGREGATION, 

I. Kugelhan, President, 

Montreal 

TEMPLE SOLOMON CONGREGATION, 

Mr. Farowich, President, 

Montreal 

TIFERETH JERUSALEM CONGREGATION, 

S. Selbst, President, 

Montreal 

ISRAEL BAL SHEM TOV CONGREGATION, 
Mr. Magdof, President, 

Montreal 

BETH ITZCHOK CONGREGATION, 

M. Strudensky, President, 

Montreal 

ETZ CHAIM CONGREGATION, 

M. Mallek, President, 

Montreal 

YAVNA CONGREGATION, 

Montreal 

BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 

S. Bordo, President, 

Montreal 


ANSHE MARMAROSH CONGREGATION, 

B. Natiianson, President, 

Montreal 

NEW ADATH JESHURUN CONGREGATION, 
Rabbi, Julius Berger, 

Montreal 

BETH ISRAEL and SAMUEL CONGREGATION, 
Montreal 

SHOLEM BETH ZION CONGREGATION, 
Montreal 

CHAVERIM KOL ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 
Montreal 

BETH DAVID CONGREGATION, 
Montreal 

SHEVETH ACHIM CONGREGATION, 
Montreal 

METZUDATH DAVID CONGREGATION, 
Montreal 

ANSHE OZEROFF CONGREGATION, 

• Montreal 

poale TZEDEK congregation, 
Montreal 

BETH JOSEPH CONGREGATION, 
Montreal 

CHEVRA SHASS CONGREGATION, 
Montreal 

BETH JEHUDA CONGREGATION, 
Montreal 

I-IADRAS KOIDESIL CONGREGATION, 

S. Amsel, President, 

Montreal 

SIIROMRIN LABORER CONGREGATION, 

S. Greenberg, President, 

Montreal 

ADATH ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 
(ROUMANIAN) 

48-50 Centre Avenue, 

Toronto 

I. Goodman, President 

BEACH HEBREW SYNAGOGUE, 

109 Kenilworth Ave., 

Toronto 

BETH ISRAEL ANSHE MINSK CONGREGATION, 
10 St. Andrew Street, 

Toronto 

B. Gurman, President 


Conlim 
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LIST OF SYNAGOGUES —Continued 


K’NESSETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 

350 Maria Street, 

Toronto 

M. Greenblatt, President 

SHAAREY TZEDEK CONGREGATION, 

29 Centre Avenue, 

Toronto 

S. Dvoretskey, Secretary 

SHEARITH ISRAEL ANSHE LIDA 
CONGREGATION, 

239 Augusta Ave., 

Toronto 

J. Weiner, President 


ASHKENAZIE CONGREGATION, 
M. Dorfman, President, 
Winnipeg 

TEFERAS ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 
J. Gershfield, President, 
Winnipeg 


THE TEMPLE SONS OF ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 

J. Sadofsky, President, 

Sydney, N.S. 

THE HEBREW CONGREGATION OF SYDNEY, 
A. Nathanson, President, 

Sydney, N.S. 


B’NAI ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 

257 Shaw Street, 

Toronto 

M. Ellenberg, Secretary 

STRATENER CONGREGATION, 

32 Cecil Street, 

Toronto 

C. Pasternack, President 

TZEMACH TZEDEK CONGREGATION, 

Denison and Grange Avenues, 

Toronto 

B. Sacken, President 

BELLEVUE SYNAGOGUE, 

21 Bellevue Ave. 

Toronto 

B’NAI ISRAEL HAMIZIACHIM CONGREGATION, 

177 Berkley St. 

Toronto 

M. Brown, Secretary 


COBALT HEBREW CONGREGATION, 

I. Jacobson, President, 

Cobalt, Ont. 

ENGLEHART HEBREW CONGREGATION, 

I. Kert, President, 

Englehart, Ont. 

HESS STREET CONGREGATION, 
Rabbi, S. Levin, 

Hamilton, Ont. 

HIRSCH HEBREW CONGREGATION, 

Reader, M. Berner, 

Hirsch, Sask. 

KITCHENER HEBREW CONGREGATION, 
Rabbi, A. Garfinkle, 

Kitchener, Ont. 

LACHINE CONGREGATION, 

Rabbi, Hirsch Cohen, 

Lachine, Que. 


ADATH JESHURAN CONGREGATION, 
S. B. Levin, President, 
Winnipeg 


OXBOW HEBREW CONGREGATION, 

Reader, J. Wasserman, 

Oxbow, Sask. 


ATERES ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 
V. Rubin, President, 
Winnipeg 


QUEBEC HEBREW CONGREGATION, 

Rabbi, M. Ellasoph, 

Quebec, Que. 


KENESES ISRAEL CONGREGATION, 
H. Labovitch, President, 
Winnipeg 


ST. CATHARINES HEBREW CONGREGATION, 
R. Nadell, President, 

St. Catharines, Ont. 


BETH ABRAHAM CONGREGATION, 
M. W. Triller, President, 
Winnipeg 


WAPELLA HEBREW CONGREGATION, 

S. Barish, President, 

Wapella, Sask. 


OHEL JACOB CONGREGATION, 
M. Herman, President, 
Winnipeg 


YARMOUTH HEBREW CONGREGATION, 

Rabbi, P. Levin, 

Yarmouth, N.S. 













in three grades only, the pupils, as 
:d a sufficient knowledge of English, 
jular schools. Hebrew and religious 
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WINNIPEG HEBREW FREE SCHOOLS 

Wstvi vjn nrnn 


S OME of the finest institutions in Canada, and of building 

which the Jewish citizens of Winnipeg justly feel for a “regular" school, 
proud, are their Talmud Torahs, known as “The Win- Winnipeg wr " J 
mpeg Hebrew Free Schools”. 


sufficiently large nor equipped 
A meeting of all the Jewry in 

.__, _called and held at the Beth Jacob (House 

of Jacob) Synagogue. The matter was laid there before 


These imposing edifices standing in the very heart the meeting, and the seriousness of the situation e 


of the Jewish section, impress the visitors 
nipeg with accomplishments that are possib . 
communal work is undertaken by an inspired and 


A suggestion was made, that a “real” build¬ 
ing be erected by the Jewish people, which could and 
could answer the present and future requirements of the 


strongly united Jewish community. These institutions community. The meeting was 
are indeed a noble monument to the men and women " ’ <--*—•■— 

who have had to give so unstintingly of their time and 
energy to accomplish a result which will live ' 
them, and which has done its share towards 
ing and propagating the Hebrew language and Hebrew 
culture. 

The history of the Winnipeg Talmud Torahs really 
dates back to 1905, when a number of early Jewi 


___elected w _ 

dent, and Mr. A. Berg, Vice-President. These, together 
which will live long after with the directors, planned and accomplished a success- 
' ’ ' ’ rengthen- ful campaign from the Great Lakes to the Pacific Coast. 

• The cornerstone of this new building was laid in 

1912, with great ceremony by Mr. A. Milmet, and work 
was rushed to complete the much needed school. In 

1913, it was ready for occupancy. It cost approximately 


tiers got together to solve the problem of Hebrew educa- $65,000.00, and 
tion for the Jewish youths of the city. The Jewish popu- to this cause, fel 
lation of Winnipeg was growing rapidly, and the children 
were growing up without the knowledge that a Jewish 
child should have of the history of his nation, of its cul¬ 
ture, language and traditions. 

The demand for some or- 
ganized teaching centre was felt 
keenly, and in 1905 the nucleus 
of what later developed as the 
present Talmud Torah was form¬ 
ed. This small “Cheder” was 
founded in a small one-room 
building known as the “Edwards 
Hall.” Some fifty children reg¬ 
istered and the classes were hand¬ 
led by three teachers. But with¬ 
in one year the "Cheder” out¬ 
grew itself. The number of 
pupils grew at an immense rate. 

More space and a more elaborate 
and systematic organization was 
required to adequately control 
the matter of education, so in 
1906, the B’nai Zion Society, an 
orthodox Zionist organization of 
the city, took matters in hand and secured space 



who worked for or contributed 
. felt proud of the result, when looking at the 
splendid structure. It was indeed a splendid building 
fully equipped with necessary classrooms, offices, desks 
and blackboards. The upper floor was occupied by a 
large auditorium that could be, 

munity centre for the Winnipeg 
Jews, making this building the 
living heart of the community. 
The Talmud Torah and its aud¬ 
itorium became the Mecca of all 
Jewish affairs. Meetings, con¬ 
ferences, weddings, dances, lec¬ 
tures, all were held at the Talmud 
Torah, and during High Holidays 
it was used as a place of worship. 
There was room for everything. 
The lower two floorswere usedfor 
classrooms. Only on Sundays, 
in non-teaching hours, the rooms 
were allowed to be used for meet¬ 
ings of the various Jewish com¬ 
munal organizations. Thus the 
Winnipeg Jews are now proud of 
possessing a splendid Jewish 
where Jewish 


educational institution 


requirements of a school at that time. No sooner 
they comfortably settled in their new quarters, when 
they discovered that their foresight had not been suf¬ 
ficiently distant. Only two years later they found them¬ 
selves unable to accommodate the rapidly growing de-. 
mand for Hebrew learning, and furthermore, the organi¬ 
zation thought it advisable to hand the reins of ad¬ 
ministration over to a special Board, 
would be to supervise this branch of communal activity. 

In 1908, the first Board of Directors of the Talmud 
Torah was elected with the late Mr. Abraham Berg as 
President, and Mr. J. Pierce as Vice-President, and 


children. 

The Talmud Torah teaches its pupils the significance 
of our Jewish Holidays, and how and why they should 
observe them. It teaches them the great history of our 
forefathers, and how they lived, developing in the child¬ 
ren’s hearts a pride in their national history. The child- 

. _ . ren are also taught national songs, and all this is taught in 

hose business Hebrew. The method of teaching in the TalmudTorah is 
“Ivris Beivris”, meaning that all teaching conversation be¬ 
tween the teacher and pupil is carried on in our old holy 
Hebrew language. The result of it is, that practically 
'ery child, except the “freshies,” speak Hebrew fluently. 


Dufferin Ave. and Aikins St., and there inaugurated an im- spoken in Hebrew, where the children talk, play and even 
proved Talmud Torah with one hundred and fifty chil- quarrel in Hebrew. The old Hebrew tongue is seen and 
dren attending, and a teaching staff of four. Thus the heard to actually live, and one goes away with the impres- 
Talmud Torah lived until 1911. In that year the num- sion that were there more Talmud Torahs of this kind, the 
ber of pupils grew to about two hundred and fifty, crowd- Jewish problem would perhaps be solved sooner and 
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REGINA HEBREW FREE SCHOOL 


IKE institutions of a similar nature throughout the 
' whole of this Dominion the history of the Talmud 
Torah or Hebrew School is virtually the history of 
congregation. It shows its increase in numbers and 
prosperity. Very few Jews settled in Regina till 
9 and from that date they gradually increased till 
ay they number two hundred families. No apparent 
rt was made for the tuition of the children except 
nigh the mediumof various private“melamadim” who 
isionally came through the city, and the result was 
from satisfactory. With the advent of Zionism into 
;ina in 1914 the question of training the children in 
language, history and traditions of Judaism became 
y apparent and a public meeting was called to con- 
:r the question. A committee consisting of J. 
wartzfeld as President; Z. Natanson, Vice-President; 
Zurif, Treasurer; and H. Causman, Secretary, was 
cted to start the work. A room was rented in a 
•e and a teacher engaged. The school started with 


with the authorities of 
sisting of live lots on 
A committee represent 
selected, which was kn 
Building Fund Commi 
full power and authori 
at once to erect a s 
comprised the original i 
son; Hon. President, 
Rabinovitch; Hon. S< 
retary, H. Kahn. Ex 
don, A. Abrams, H. A. 
gut, H. Isman, M. ] 
Kliman, P. Lesk, J. G 
C. Naimark, W. Natan 
and W. Schachter. 

This committee g 
vertised for plans an< 
Several plans were sut 
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THE EDMONTON TALMUD TORAH 
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TORONTO HEBREW FREE SCHOOL 


A T the present time, the Talmud Torahs of the City 
of Toronto have not united as in most other 
centres, and there are a number of different schools 
located in various parts of the city. The larger and more 
important of these are:- the Toronto Hebrew Free 
School on Brunswick Ave., the Simcoe St. Talmud 
Torah, the D’Arcy St. Talmud Torah, the Euclid Ave. 
Talmud Torah, the Augusta Ave. Talmud Torah, the 
Berkeley St. Talmud Torah, and the Maria Street 
Talmud Torah. Each of these conduct their courses of 
education independently of the others, but it is to be 
hoped that they will soon unite under one management. 
In all, many hundreds of pupils are attending these 


Talmud Torah would be equal to anything on the con¬ 
tinent, and this optimism has been materialized. 

In 1918, the idea of building a Talmud Torah with 
a community centre was discussed. Mr. L. Levinsky 
was the President of the institution at that time and in 
company with Rabbi Gordon, he began to solicit funds 
among the Jewish people for the new building. They 
devoted practically their entire time and the utmost 
energy to their mission and inside of a year were suc¬ 
cessful in raising promises for almost $90,000.00. These 
subscriptions were to be payable in instalments, and with 
the first instalment collected, land was bought on Bruns¬ 
wick Ave. for the building. It was not, however, until 
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with accommodation for seven hundred and fifty children 
at one time. There is also an Assembly Hall that can seat 
twelve hundred people, and which will be utilizedformeet- 
ings and Divine Services for the Holy Days. The ground 
floor also contains a small Shool, whichhasbeencompletely 
equipped, and which will be used by the boys who will con¬ 
duct their own services. There is also a library for theboys 
and a separate library for the adults. Among the innova¬ 


tions in this building are a gymnasium and a swimming 
pool, which will be for the use of the children who attend 
the school, or for any members of the Talmud Torah. 
The architect in charge of this building was Mr. Benjamin 
Brown, a graduate of the University of Toronto. In 1925 
a Ladies’Auxiliary was formed, thathasundertaken to look 
after the expense of some of the interior furnishings of the 
new school and other activities connected with it. 


THE SIMCOE STREET TALMUD TORAH, TORONTO 


T HE OLDEST TALMUD TORAH, and for years 
the only source of Hebrew education in Toronto, is 
located at 242 Simcoe Street, and was organized 
about eighteen years ago, in 1907. This was broughtabout 
by the members of the then existing synagogues, realizing 
the necessity of such an institution, uniting and making 
a drive for membership for a Talmud Torah, which 
should be situated in the centre of the Jewish community 
of Toronto. The drive proved very successful, and about 
four hundred members joined the Talmud Torah, Mem¬ 
bership fees were paid from $3.00 to $25.00 a year, and 
many donations were received, resulting in the buying of 
the present house. 

The house that was purchased contained eight 
rooms, and being in a rather dilapidated condition, it ' 
was remodelled and re-decorated. It was then fitted up 
with the necessary black boards, desks, books, etc. for a 
school of Hebrew learning. Four classes were immedi¬ 
ately begun for about one hundred children (both boys 
and girls), and lessons were given in the teachings of the 
Bible, Hebrew Grammar, Hebrew Language, Religion, 
Jewish History and Talmudic teachings, taking in every 
phase of Jewish and Hebrew study. 

The school was officially opened by Mrs. N. Bren¬ 
ner, on June 9th, 1907. 

The services of Mr. B. Nathanson were secured, he 
having previously taught in the Hebrew schools of 
Rochester, and he was installed as principal of the Tal¬ 
mud Torah, in which capacity he has acted ever since. 
Several other teachers were also engaged. 

The number of pupils increased very rapidly, at one 


time reaching about four hundred, the staff then con¬ 
sisting of five teachers. The Jewish population however, 
moving further West, other Talmud Torahs were or¬ 
ganized; and the classes of the Simcoe Street Talmud 
Torah decreased to the present number of about one 
hundred and sixty pupils, with three teachers, Rabbi J. 
Gordon, Mr. L. Madorskie, and Mr. H. Bentch. 

About two years ago, a kindergarten system of 
teaching for the little children was tried, but this how¬ 
ever, did not prove successful. 

There is a special High School class that is composed 
entirely of boys attending High School, which is under 
the supervision of Rabbi J. Gordon, where advanced 
Talmudic lessons are given. The students of this class 
organized a Junior Synagogue, services being conducted 
in the Beth Medrosh of the Goel Tzedeck synagogue, by 
one of their own class. 

Among the organizers of this Talmud Torah are;— 
Messrs. L- Levinsky, M. Gelber, S. Weber, N. Smith, 
E. Pullan, M. Clavir, S. Wortzel, and A. Lieberman. 
The first President was Mr. E. Pullan, and succeeding 
him were Mr. P. Levi and Mr. N. Smith. 

The present officers of the Board of Directors are;— 
President, N. Smith; Vice-President, M. Pullan; Treas¬ 
urer, L. Pollock; Secretary, M. Alter; and the members 
of the Board are;—Rabbi J. Gordon, A. Lieberman, S. 
Mazin, J. Bochneck, P. Levi and L. Abramowitz. 

The Simcoe Street Talmud Torah, however, will 
soon be extinct, as it will in the very near future, become 
affiliated with the Toronto Hebrew Free School on 
Brunswick Avenue. 


THE JEWISH FOLKS’ SCHOOL, TORONTO 


T he JEWISH FOLKS’ SCHOOL, 30 Bellevue 
Avenue, Toronto, was founded by Mr. H. A. 
Shubin, in 1914. It belongs to those institutions that 
have helped in the last ten years, to spread the national 
orthodox thought amongst the Toronto Jewish children. 

When the Jewish Folks’ School was first founded, at 
No. 17 Bellevue Place, not more than 20 children at¬ 
tended its classes. It took but a small time, however, 
before the name of the School spread to the different parts 
of the district, and at the end of the year, it was neces¬ 
sary for the present principal, Mr. A. Shubin, to seek 
larger quarters. He obtained the present house on 30 
Bellevue Avenue, which contains 10 large rooms. The 
classes then numbered 300 pupils, with six teachers, 
and the hours of instruction were from three o’clock in 


the afternoon, until eight o’clock in the evening. 

In the last few years, the classes of The Jewish Folks’ 
School have become smaller, for various reasons. In the 
pastten years, about eight hundred pupils have graduated 
from the School, and a large number of these were well 
versed in T’nach, Hebrew Literature, and Jewish His¬ 
tory, and they acquired a modern, orthodox, national 
outlook on Judaism. 

The Principal, Mr. A. Shubin, has always endeavor¬ 
ed to instill in his pupils the Jewish national spirit, and 
he has taught them to be proud of their nationality. 

The Jewish Folks’ School is considered one of the 
most important institutions for the upbringing of the 
Jewish child, and many of its former students may now 
be found in Toronto colleges and University. 
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THE CALGARY TALMUD TORAH 
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THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED TALMUD TORAHS OF MONTREAL 

By A. J. Limnson, M.A. 

'T is romantic and characteristic, this story of theUnited In 1924, the number of constituent schools had 


Talmud Torahs of Montreal. It bespeaks the old 
undying, unquenchable love for sacred learning 
perpetuated in the face no light obstacles, and of 
lack of facilities and financial means. All credit, 
therefore, is due to the pioneers and to their valiant 
successors. 

In the Annual Report for 1898, of the Protestant 
Board of School Commissioners of Montreal, which we 
shall use here for lack of accurate Jewish statistics, we 
learn that out of a total attendance of 8,998 pupils, 
1,107 were of Jewish faith. The Hebrew instruction of 
these children was provided for by “Chedarim” (room 
schools) “Melamdim”—“itinerant teachers”, the Hebrew 
classes of the Baron de Hirsch Institute and the custom¬ 
ary Sunday Schools. The total Jewish population in 
Montreal is then given as 7,000. It was natural, there¬ 
fore, for the communal workers to realize the necessity 
of a modern Hebrew system of schools and in 1906, 
through the initiative of Rabbi Aaron M. Ashinsky and 
of Mr. Moses Coviensky, then president of B’nai Jacob 
Congregation, the foundation was laid for the first 
Talmud Torah in Montreal. The organization meeting 
was held in the B’nai Jacob Synagogue now bearing 
civic number 131 Cadieux St. It was in this holy 
edifice that Rabbi Ashinsky had also founded the “Agu- 
dath Zion” which was the first Zionist conference to 
take place in Canada. 

For a time the Talmud Torah was located in 
Shapiro's Minyon, in a building now bearing number 130 
Cadieux Street, just opposite the old B’nai Jacob Syna¬ 
gogue. Thence the classes through the advice of Rabbi 
Ashinsky, removed to 401 (now 245 East Lagauch^tiere 
Street). This was a commodious two storey solid stone 
building, and had a fine large yard in the rear where both 
in summer and in winter playground facilities were amply 
provided. This in itself was a remarkably modern 
departure and innovation keenly remembered with 
pleasure by the alumni of this school. 

It was in 1903, that the school followed the trend of 
population and removed to a newly purchased brick 
building at 143 St. Urbain Street. This structure was 
remodelled and fire-escapes added. The school became 
known as the Montreal Hebrew Free School and was 
chartered under that name. Amongst its foremost 
patrons was Mr. Lazarus Cohen, a highly respected 
citizen of the community. This school had and still has 
a congregation for daily worship, which is well attended, 
despite the fact that once again the district is fast be¬ 
coming depopulated by a northward and westward 
movement of Jewish population. 

In the meanwhile, in 1901, Rabbi Ashinsky received 
a call to Pittsburg, Pa., and the spiritual direction of the 
school fell to the lot of Rabbi Hirsch Cohen, who was 
then and is now Chairman of the Board of Education. 

We have to wait until 1917 to reach the great 
milestone in Jewish sacred education. In this year, 
through the Herculean efforts of Messrs. Samuel Wener, 
Abraham Z. Cohen, Lionel Coviensky, Hyman L. Lavut, 
Moses Simon and Myer Block, the five existing in¬ 
dependent Talmud Torahs having a total attendance 
of 800 pupils were combined for financial and educational 
purposes under the name of United Talmud Torahs of 
Montreal. The Annual Budget then was 816,000. By 
Act of Legislature of the Province of Quebec, the United 
l almud Torahs of Montreal became finally incorporated 
in the year 1922. 


increased to eight and there were 1,250 pupils in the 
Talmud Torahs and 57 pupils in the Yeshiva (Talmudic 
Academy). This Yeshiva was the first to be founded 
in Canada. Its sponsors were Rabbi H. Cohen, Samuel 
Kahn, Isaac Gold and Lionel Coviensky, the year of its 
creation being 1922. The Yeshiva Building is located 
at 412 Henri Julien Avenue, in a commodious building, 
pleasantly placed in an exclusive residential section 
of the city. Attached to the Yeshiva is a delightful 
chapel for daily religious services. The Annual Budget 
for the year 1924 was $50,000 made up from receipts 
from paying pupils and from contributions from 2,229 
subscribers. The schools now under this arrangement 

Amherst Park Hebrew School 1783 de la Roche St. 
Anshe Sfard Talmud Torah 11-13 Milton St. 

Beth Hamedresh Hagodol School 945 Notre Dame St. W. 
Bialik Hebrew School 2138ManceSt. 

Montreal Hebrew Free School 143 St. Urbain St. 

Poali Zedek Talmud Torah 3301 St. Urbain St. 
Shaarey Zion Institute 1525 Marquette St. 

The Yeshiva (Hebrew Academy) 412 Henri Julien Ave. 

The presidents of the Talmud Torahs from its in¬ 
ception are as follows:— 

Mr. Moses Coviensky 1894 to 1895 

Mr. Moses Denenberg 1895 to 1897 

Mr. Louis Holstein 1897 to 1898 

Mr. Moses Denenberg 1898 to 1917 

Mr. Samuel Wener 1917 to 1923 

Mr. Louis Salomon 1923 to 1925 

Of the above gentlemen, Mr. Moses Coviensky and Mr. 
Moses Denenberg have passed to their eternal rest, 
deeply mourned, sincerely respected and perpetually 

To state the names of loyal friends who stood by 
the Talmud Torahs through good times and bad, would 
be in itself a lengthy catalogue. It suffices therefore to say 
it is thanks to these men and women that the advance¬ 
ment of Jewish science, religion and culture in Montreal 
has been so consistently progressive and that other 
parts of our vast Dominion of Canada have been both 
directly and indirectly influenced in the organization of 
Jewish education. 

Of the schools, the Very Rev. Joseph H. Hertz, 
Ph.D., Chief Rabbi of the United Synagogues of Great 
Britain, during his pastorial visit in Montreal, spoke 
in most eulogistic terms. On May 6th, 1924, the Very 
Rev. Abraham Isaac Kook, O.B.E., Chief Rabbi of 
Palestine, officially visited the schools. His remarks on 
this occasion were highly complimentary to the in¬ 
struction given in these schools. On that same occasion, 
Rabbi Max J. Mintz, of the Congregation Adath Jeshur- 
un, Ottawa, Ont., who was one of the touring party, 
wrote the following: “It was my gratifying pleasure to 
visit in person the Yeshiva of Montreal, when in the 
presence of the eminent Rabbinic Delegation comprising 
Chief Rabbi R. Kook, Rabbi P. Shapiro, and Rabbi 
R. Epstein, a thorough test in Talmud was exercised 
and the boys responded to the fullest satisfaction of those 
present. The ceremony was one unique in the history 
of the Yeshiva.” On March 22nd, 1925, Rabbi Mar- 
golis of Palestine and Rabbi Murriminsky of Akron, 
Ohio, both eminent Rabbis, visited the schools and con¬ 
gratulated them upon their splendid educational work. 

These tributes are all well-earned and speak volumes 
for the sincerity of purpose on the part of teacher, pupil, 
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THE HISTORY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE’S SCHOOLS OF MONTREAL 


T HE movement of the Jewish People’s Schools, which 
stands for progressive and modern Jewish educa¬ 
tion is only eleven years old. 

In order to understand the principles underlying 
the modern system of the Jewish People’s Schools and 
its achievements, we must dwell briefly upon the Jewish 
educational system found in the City of Montreal at the 
time when the new educational movement was started. 
Led by opposition to, and criticism of the old system, 
the founders of the Jewish People’s Schools developed 
their positive attitude to Jewish educational problems, 


as “Folks’ Shule”, was not the first progressive Jewish 
national school in Montreal. At the time of its founding, ■ 
June, 1914, a Jewish “National-Radical School”, known 
at present by the name of “Peretz Shule”, had already 
been in existence for a period of about two years. But 
this school, which was at first dear and near to the hearts 
of the founders of the Folks’ Shulen, did not satisfy the 
standard set by them. 

The main reason for this dissatisfaction was due 
to the fact that, both theoretically and practically, this 
Peretz Shule was in the main Yiddishistic, recognizing 
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school could physically hold. The number of pupils, 
by the year ending 1920 was close to four hundred. 

The financial condition of the school was gradually 
improving. Due to the very energetic activity of the 
School Board the amount of school fees paid by the 
parents increased: Jewish parents of the middle and 
largely of the working classes were being gradually 
trained to pay for the Jewish education of their children. 
In 1920, the school fees covered two-thirds of the budget 
of the school, the same proportion holding up to the 
present time. 

The Hebrew kindergarten reached a very high 
stage of development. A kindergarten room, equipped 
with all the necessary supplies was opened, and the most 
modern kindergarten methods (Revised Froebelian 
Methods) have been adopted and are practised. The 
school was very fortunate in securing the services of a 
well-trained, graduate kindergarten teacher from Pal¬ 
estine. Several teachers have since been in charge of 
the work, and they have all lived up to the standard of a 
modern well-regulated kindergarten. 

The course of instruction in the kindergarten ex¬ 
tends for two years. The pupils are about six years old 


are, together with the executive chosen from the children 
themselves, the leaders of the Clubs. The different 
Clubs have, on frequent occasions, outings, picnics, 
sleigh drives, visits to museums, to art galleries, and to 
theatres. 

The most important event of 1920 was the gradua¬ 
tion of the first pupils of the school, who had completed 
their six-year course. The first graduation class con¬ 
sisted of but two pupils, while the number of graduates 
in succeeding classes has been as high as sixteen. The 
small number of the first graduates was due to the very 
abnormal conditions under which the school was opera¬ 
ting during the first years of its existence. The first two 
graduates were Beile Epstein and Malka Urtick. 

The graduation ceremony took place in the presence 
of a great number of appreciative friends of modern 
Jewish education. Reuben Brainin, the well-known 
Hebrew author and publicist, who helped the movement 
during his sojourn in Montreal, delivered a very eloquent 
and inspiring address to the graduates, to the leaders 
and to the Jewish community at large. 

This graduation taught the leaders of the school a 
great deal. It was the fact that after so many years of 
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CHARITABLE AND WELFARE WORK 


e, saying, thou shalt open thi 
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HISTORY OF THE FEDERATION OF JEWISH PHILANTHROPIES OF MONTREAL 


r HE story of charitable endeavour in the Jewish 29th, 1913, there is a reference to a committee on the 
community of Montreal is, in its beginning, very question of Federation, but nothing further is found, 
much like that in other Jewish communities on until we come to the minutes of January 12th, 1914, 
his continent. when the first official act toward Federation of the 

When the community was very small, individual Jewish Charities of Montreal is recorded as follows:—• 
fforts sufficed to alleviate the occasional cases of distress “The following committee was appointed to study 

hat presented themselves. As the community increased the question of United Hebrew Charities of Montreal, 




following names be included on the said petition as t 
incorporators: 

Mortimer B. Davis Mark Workman 

Lyon Cohen Maxwell Goldstein, K.C. 

Michael Hirsch D. S. Friedman 

S. W. Jacobs, K.C. Clarence I. de Sola 

M. A. Vineberg J. Levinson 

J. A. Jacobs A. M. Vineberg 

Louis Lewis B. Goldstein 

S. Kellert Harris Vineberg 

H. M. Levine Rabbi Nathan Gordon 

Rabbi H. Abramowitz Dr. S. Vineberg 
At this meeting, Dr. S. Vineberg was appointed 
Hon. See’y of the Committee and M. Goldstein, K.C., 


The Provisional Executive Committee now entered 
on an active campaign to enroll the various charitable 
societies as members of Federation, and to accomplish 
this held a series of meetings with the individual societies 
at which the benefits of Federation were expounded and 
thoroughly discussed. In addition, a series of folders 
on the Federation idea were distributed to the individual 
contributors of the various societies. 

Thus, the committee disseminated throughout the 
community full information concerning the plans and 
purposes of the Federation, and at the same time formu¬ 
lated plans for a whirlwind subscription campaign, which 
would take place at the inauguration of its activities. 

Federation commenced its operations on January 
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Benevolent Society 
ry and Hospital 
ew Orphans’ Home 
ew Sheltering Home 
Endeavour Sewing School 
Ladies’ Sewing Society 
s Hebrew Association 
y Nursery and Infants’ Home 
Aid Society 
e of Jewish Women 
for general membership of Federa- 
January 2nd to 5th, 1917, and re¬ 
pledged subscriptions to the amount 


i, 1917, the first general meeting of 
large of Federation was held at the 
titute for the purpose of passing the 
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?ederation-at-large, but subscriptions amounting to almost a 

property of Federation The report of the Ways and Means 

ontrolled by the Board presented to the third annual meetim 
f forty-eight members, on March 30th, 1920, and in view of tl 
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BRAHAM L. GITTLESON, one of the leadir 
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MONTREAL HEBREW ORPHANS’ HOME 


)rphans’ Home is an out- The institution is fortunate in having a summer 1 

il Hebrew Sheltering and at Shawbridge, P.Q. which however was destroyed b; 

was established in 1909 at midnight August 14th-15th, 1922, with fatal res 
g a temporary home and but a new building was erected in 1924, and the chil 
m, the indigent aged and recommenced to spend their vacations there in that; 
sere at 18 Evans Street. The Shawbridge summer Home is situated on a tra 
he Home had grown to 35 30 acres owned by the Home in the village proper 














THE JEW IN CANADA 


MOUNT SINAI SANATORIUM 
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HEBREW FREE LOAN ASSOCIATION, MONTREAL 


"onon nJ'OJ n 


T HE Hebrew Free Loan Association of Montreal 
was founded and organized through the untiring 
efforts and unflinching zeal of the late Zigmond 
Fineberg, on May 28, 1911. 

The late Mr. Fineberg was for many years fired by a 
life-long ambition to organize and establish in Montreal 
a “Gemilath Chasodim” Association. In his own unos¬ 
tentatious manner, he had been for years lending money 
privately, free of all interest, and any other charges, to 
people in need. His great ideal was to help people to 
help themselves, so that they should not become paupers, 
or charity receivers, but, on the contrary, rather to en¬ 
deavour to encourage people to retain their self-respect 
in time of need, and so become self-supporting citizens. 
Whilst being in full sympathy with all charity 


mim- minn 

interest or charges whatsoever, the borrower repaying 
the loans in weekly payments.” 

The maximum loan to any one person was raised in 
1923 to S200.00. 

Since the inception of this Association in 1911, till 
May 1, 1924, 12,067 loans were issued, in all, amounting 
to 3677,579.73, absolutely free of all interest or any other 
charges whatsoever. 

The capital in 1911 was 35,996.00, and at May 1st, 
1924, it stood at S29,110.43. 

The total losses of this Association from the first day 
to May 1st, 1924, a period of thirteen years, was less 
than 3700.00, or about 1/10 of 1% on the total amount of 
loans issued. This fact speaks volumes for the inherent 
honesty of people. The revenue from Membership Dues 
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THE FEDERATION OF THE JEWISH PHILANTHROPIES OF TORONTO 
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THE MOUNT SINAI HOSPITAL, TORONTO 

T HOUGH the youngest of the Jewish institutions of absence of that cold "institutionalism” so commonly 
Toronto, the Mount Sinai Hospital occupies a associated with hospitals. 

place of honour amongst them, and one of increasing The permanent staff consists of a superintendent, 9 

importance. A Jewish hospital had been the dream of trained nurses, 2 cooks, a laundress, a maid, and a jani- 
communal workers for a decade. Several attempts at tor. It should be noted that the nurses in attendance 
founding such an institution had, for various reasons, are trained and not students, as is the case in the large 
miscarried. These repeated attempts served, however, Christian hospitals. The superintendent of the institu¬ 
te stress the need for a Jewish hospital, and gradually tion, Miss B. Pickles, is a person of wide experience and 
paved the way for its eventual foundation. reputation in hospital work, whose competence and 

The building for the hospital was acquired by the energy are evident in every department. 

Ezras Noshem Society in 1922, at an initial investment The Mount Sinai Hospital receives both paying and 

of $20,000. In 1923, the management of the hospital free patients. The leading Jewish physicians of the 
passed over to the Mount Sinai Hospital Board, consis- city are constantly in attendance, and to their unselfish 
ting of 15 men selected by the Ezras Noshem, and 4 mem- efforts much of the success of the hospital is due. 
bers of the latter organization. Subsequent boards were The results obtained in the treatment of patients 

to be elected by and from among the subscribers to the have been signally satisfactory. Much successful work 
Hospital. is being done in the treatment of diabetes through the 

The Mount Sinai Hospital is housed in a three- administration of insulin; and the surgical and general 
storey brick building with commodious verandas and medical work is of a high order. The obstetrical cases 
attractive grounds, and is situated in a fine, quiet resi- are numerous in the hospital, and the nursery is one of 
dential section of the city. The hospital has at present the especially busy spots in the institution, 
accommodation for 30 patients. There are 5 public The hospital derives its maintenance from three 

wards, 3 semi-private rooms, 1 private room, and a sun sources; contributions by members, a yearly subsidy 
parlour. The equipment used is of the most modern from the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies and the 
type. The operating room is particularly well-equipped proceeds of occasional benefit functions, 
and the sterilizer is said to be one of the best in the city. The present officers of the institution are; President, 


The visitor to the Hospital is favourably impressed E. F. Singer; Vice-President, L. Fineberg; Secretaries, 
with the cleanliness and tidiness of the place, from the Mrs. H. Dworkin and Isidore Levin ter; Treasurer, 



mosphere that pervades the institution. There is an scribed functions. 


HEBREW CONSUMPTIVE AID ASSOCIATION, MONTREAL 

T HE Hebrew Consumptive Aid Association was supported by the Gentile as well as by the Jewish public, 
founded in 1906, for the purpose of taking care of Dr. E. S. Harding and Dr. N. Schacher are on the Medi- 
Jewish consumptives and rendering relief and cal Board. The present officers are:—Hon. President, 
assistance to dependants of these patients. At the Peter Bercovitch, K.C., M.L.A.; Hon. Vice-Pres. Lyon 
present time it is giving aid to approximately 200 con- W. Jacobs, K.C.; Life Governor, Aid. Louis Rubenstein; 
sumptives a year. A fund is being endowed for the Hon. Solicitor, Nat. W. Jacobs, B.C.L.; Hon. Secretary, 
erection and maintenance of a homefor Jewish incurable Sydney l'annenbaum, L.L.B.; President, M. H. Axelrad; 
tuberculars, and has received the endorsation and re- Vice-Pres. J. B. Miller; 2nd Vice-Pres. M. Mallek; 
commendation of Dr. S. Boucher, Medical Health Of- Treasurer, Miss M. Ratner; Fin. Secy., H. Sabloff; Rec. 
ficer of Montreal. The Association acts in co-operation Secy. Mrs. P. Gordon; and Cor. Secy., Miss S. Rud- 
with the Mount Sinai Sanatorium, and is generously nikoff. 
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THE JEWISH ORPHANAGE AND CHILDREN’S AID 
OF WESTERN CANADA, WINNIPEG 

P RIOR to April, 1912, Jewish children who were left ultimately to the erection of a new orphanage, old folks’ 
orphans and dependent upon the public, were placed home and Jewish hospital. The outbreak of the Great 
in non-Jewish homes or institutions. With the Jew- War the following year, however, arrested the amplifica- 
ish population of Winnipeg and Western Canada growing tion of such a plan. Then, too, there was a growing 
larger and more progressive, it became a foregone con- feeling amongst the general community that there was 
elusion that such a condition would not long be allowed no need nor reason for two orphan homes both with the 
to remain. The Jewish characteristic of looking after same objectives, both serving the same purpose but under 
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man, in memory of his late wife, Minnie Br 
Throughout the course of construction, Mr. 
Tadman, the zealous and devoted vice-president 
charge of the building and his services were of ine: 
value. The work was finally completed on F 
1st, 1920, and the official opening and transfe. 
children to their new Home took place on Febr 
1920. 

Description of Building and Grounds 

The magnificent new Home when comple 
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which shall bear her name. Mr. and Mrs. N. Rosenblat 
offered $550 for the dining room, etc. 

The amount raised at the opening reached the mag¬ 
nificent sum of $5,624.57, the names of the largest 
donors being inscribed in the “Golden Book" of the in¬ 
stitution. 

On November 16, 1919, was held the first general 
meeting in the New Home for electing a new Board of 
Directors, for the ensuing year, with the following result: 

Men—J. A. Chmelnitsky, President; S. Cossoy, 
Vice-President; M. Tessler, Treasurer; B. Starikoff, 
J. Dorfman, A. Slobinsky, N. Rosenblat, Jos. Gershfield, 
M. Nydis, X. M. Chmelnitsky, Ch. Rosenblat, I. Green¬ 
berg, M. Fingerut, L. Shnider, K. Tirkletop. 

Women—R. Abramovitch, Vice-President; J. Finkel- 
man, J. A. Chmelnitsky, R. Fingerut, N. Rosenblat, B. 
Starikoff, A. Gaisky, J. Gersfield, S. Cossoy, F. Shatsky. 

The following are the present officers: 


Mr. A. Slobinsky, President; Mr. E. Greenberg 
1st Vice-President; Mrs. J. Finkelman, 2nd Vice-Presi 
dent; Mr. Chas. Rosenblat, Secretary; Mr. N. Kasler 
Treasurer; B. Sarner, Superintendent; Mr. J. A. Chmel 
nitsky, Mr. M. Tessler, Mr. J. Nemirovsky, Mr. S. Aron 
ovsky, Mr. S. Cossoy, Mr. V. Rubin, Mr. A. Panarsky 
Mr. J. Genser, Mr. H. Dorfman Mr. N. Rosenblat, Mr 
Collerman, Mr. M. Nydis, Mr. N. Boxer, Mr. S. Gold 
Mr. S. Shtatleman, Mr. M. Rosen, Mrs. A. Slobinsky 
Mrs. F. Shatsky, Mrs. J. A. Chmelnitsky, Mrs. E. Fin 
gerote, Mrs. S. Nozick, Mrs. S. Cossoy, Mrs. A. Berg 
Mrs. A. Weidman, Mrs. H. Dorfman, Mrs. O. Starikoff 
Mrs. S. Shtatleman, Mrs. S. Aronovsky, Mrs. N. Rosen 
blat, Mrs. J. Genser, Mrs. B. Broinstein, Mrs. R. Wilder 
Mrs. S. Guttman, Mrs. M. Gaisky, Mrs. X. Shurvill. 

Girls’ Auxiliary :-Miss Carrie Steiman, President 
Miss Lillian Peikof, Vice-President; Miss Mary M. 
Provisor, Treasurer. 
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OTTAWA CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS 


!bn's Hebrew Benevolent So- 
.blishcd in 1900, and as its name 
ir its object the care of the poor, 

; community to re-establish them- 
t all were provided for, particularly 
They worked in conjunction with 
Benevolent Society, which had been 
: previously, and all calls for relief 
these two organizations. Particular 
given to the relief of the newly- 
and practically all the communal 
iwa had their origin in this Society. 
Rosenthal and the late Mr. Moses 
responsible for its formation, al- 
ere charitable institutions in them- 
mon sight in the early days of this 
see either or both of these gentle- 

r stranger to his proper destination, 

i financial way. 

resent time, has found no necessity 
Jewish charities, as the members 
nity are supporters of all existing 
[Unity contributed in the neighbor- 
arious relief collections, and there 
Canada where the Jews and non- 


Jews appear to have so much in common. The 
of this Society are:—President, Mr. J. Holzmai 
Vice-President, Rev. J. Mirsky; Second Vice-Pr 
Mr. H. Berlin; Secretary, Mr. Sam Caplan ;Treasur 
L. Doctor; Members of Executive, Messrs. S. i 
Siegler, A. Brumberg, W. Abelson, M. Stein, J. Ra 

The Ottawa Hebrew Benefit Society 
largest men’s charitable organization in the com: 
having a membership of over two hundred, 
founded in 1913. The members visit the si 
provide for those in distress, and there is alsc 
benefit fund in connection with the organizatioi 
officers are:—President, Mr. Max Finkelstein 
President, Mr. M. B. Margoshes; Financial Se 
Mr. I. L. Cohen; Recording Secretary, Mr. H. 
witz; Treasurer, Mr. S. Berezin; Inner Guard, 
Lobel; Marshal, Mr. H. Stein; and Trustees, 
I. Nadler, M. Sidney, M. Flescher. 

The Ottawa Chevra Kedisha has been in < 
for a long time. This Society undertakes all t 
duties of such an organization, and it is assist 
ladies’ auxiliary. It is the custom of this instit 
elect annually four Presidents who serve in turn 
months each. The present Presidents are:— J 
emsky, M. Shore, B. Lifshitz and M. Goldsmitl 



HAMILTON CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS 
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ACTIVITIES OF CANADIAN JEWISH WOMEN 

























>enses, as for medical attendance, clothing, self-sacrifice that may well be followed am 
;, rent, etc., etc. By this arrangement the may truly be said “they were blessed in tl 


rHE LADIES’ MONTEFIORE BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, TORONTO 
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IMPERIAL ORDER DAUGHTERS OF THE EMPIRE 

T HE Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire was founded in 1900, at the time of the South 
African War, to supply and foster a bond of union amongst the women and children of the 
Empire. Chapters were organized in the different cities of the Dominion, and Jewish names 
are to be found amongst the earliest members, a number of these attaining prominence in 
various offices of the Order. As a result of the Great War a large number of new chapters sprang 
into being, all over the country, and amongst them were three exclusively Jewish ones in Montreal, 
Quebec and Ottawa. 

Grace Aguilar Chapter I.O.D.E., Montreal The Disraeli Chapter I.O.D.E., Ottawa 

On December 13th, 1916, there was organized in The Disraeli Chapter was founded in Otta 
treal hv Mrs. A. W. Macdoueald. the Montreal lulv 1918, with a membership of about 130 Jewish \ 
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COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN, CALGARY SECTION 


T HE Council of Jewish Women, Calgary section, 
was organized in December 1920. The object of 
the society was to unite the Jewish women of the 
city in an organization that would strive to improve exist¬ 
ing conditions, and to interest themselves in charitable 
and communal work. They desired to raise the standard 
of living among the poorer element and to co-operate 
with their fellow-Jewesses in other communities. 

The members of the Council are active in co-oper¬ 
ating with the existing organizations in Calgary, and 
are of much assistance to the synagogue, the Talmud 
Torah, and the Hadassah, of which society most of 
the members of the Council are also members. They 
have undertaken the collection of the monthly dues 
of the members of the Talmud Torah on a system¬ 
atic basis. They also have collected considerable 
sums for the relief of the Western Canada Old Folks’ 
Home, and the Orphanage, in Winnipeg, both of which 


institutions are supported by all western communities. 

The Council was very active in the support afforded 
to the funds raised for the relief of the war sufferers, 
and for the Ukranian war orphans who were sent to 
Canada. They also do sewing, cooking, and other 
forms of relief needed locally. 

While most of the efforts of the Council are towards 
relief work, the social and literary side is not neglected, 
and at their meetings there are usually lectures on current 
subjects, and other forms of education and entertain¬ 
ment. Another undertaking in which they have been 
successful is the Sunday School for those children who do 
not attend the Talmud Torah, where religious instruction 
in English is given. 

The Council has in Mrs. H. Goldberg, its leader, 
a woman whose life is wrapped up in philanthropic 
work, and to whose organizing ability much of the success 
obtained to the present, is due. 


COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN, EDMONTON SECTION 


T HE Edmonton Section of the Council of Jewish 
Women was organized in September, 1920. It was 
formed by a number of ladies who were called 
together for that purpose by Mrs. H. A. Friedman, who 
at the first meeting of the Council was elected President. 
The objects in forming the Council were similar to those 
for which other Councils in the different cities of Canada 
had been organized, i.e., to form a central association 
which would render assistance to all other organizations 
as well as to individuals. 

Although the Jewish population of Edmonton is 
not large, the Council has developed and at the present 
time composes practically all the Jewish women of the 
community. Different Committees have been or¬ 
ganized to take charge of the various branches of its 
activities, which were divided into philanthropic work, 
education, immigration, and committees to gather funds 
in support of the Jewish Old Folks’ Home of Western 
Canada, and the Western Canada Orphanage and 
Children’s Aid, both located in Winnipeg. The com¬ 
mittees who look after these last two institutions have 
raised substantial amounts for their support. Every 
year large sums have been forwarded to Winnipeg as 
Edmonton’s contribution to the upkeep of these very 
worthy institutions. 

All philanthropic work is looked after by the Council 
and the members have shown great devotion in providing 
for the needs of the newly arrived immigrants and in 
assisting all other worthy causes. The members did 
wonderful work in connection with the Ukranian war 
orphans’ relief, and in assisting in the drives for the relief 
of the Jewish war sufferers in Europe. 

The Council has excelled itself in assisting in the 


building of the Talmud Torah of Edmonton, and for 
this purpose they have, by means of annual bazaars, 
raised the sum of $8,000, S3,000, of whichWas expended 
for the purchase of a site which was donated to the 
Edmonton Hebrew School for the erection of the new 
Talmud Torah. The Council also makes annual con¬ 
tributions towards the upkeep of the Talmud Torah, 
and they have been active, together with the B’nai 
B’rith Lodge, in opposing the introduction of religious 
training in the public schools, of which several attempts 
had been unsuccessfully made. 

The Council has also greatly assisted the work of 
the local Hadassah Chapter. As the membership in¬ 
cludes practically all the married ladies of Edmonton, 
the Council has taken an important part in all national 
questions and in Zionistic work, particularly in the 
Keren Hayesod campaigns. 

Mrs. Friedman, who was the first President of the 
Council, has held this office continuously ever since, 
and much of the great work done by this organization 
is due to her untiring efforts on its behalf. 

The Council is affiliated with the Jewish Council of 
Women and they hold regular meetings where prominent 
speakers address the members. At these meetings in¬ 
structive discourses are given on literary subjects and 
topics of the day, as well as on social service work. 

As will be seen from other pages of this book, Ed¬ 
monton occupies a leading position among the Jewish 
communities in Canada regarding the assistance given 
to worthy causes, and much of the credit for this showing 
is due to the Edmonton Council of Women, which is an 
organization that the entire community justly takes 
great pride in. 
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OTTAWA LADIES’ HEBREW BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

T HE Ottawa Ladies’ Hebrew Benevolent Society that never since it was started has it received one 
was formed in 1898 and was the first Jewish chari- monetary assistance from the' civic authorities, 
table organization in the Capital City. This organi- other source with the exception of the men s soci 
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HEBREW LADIES’ MATERNITY AID SOCIETY, TORONTO 


T HE HEBREW LADIES’ MATERNITY AID 
AND CHILD WELFARE SOCIETY was organi¬ 
zed in 1908, and was an outgrowth of a sewing school 
for children, held to counteract missionary activities, and 
was known in its early days as the Hebrew Ladies’ Sew¬ 
ing Society. It claimed amongst its organizers many of 
Toronto’s most prominent women, whose earnest interest 
has helped to make it the success it is today. 

The main object of the new society was and still is 


who still had the horrible remembrances of Russia, etc. 
in their minds. 

The society was among the first to join the Home 
and School Council, and received the warmest com¬ 
mendation for the educational work so successfully 
carried out for adults. 

Since no adequate provision for Jewish dependent 
infants is made, the society looks after placing them in 
foster homes, under the supervision of the Health De- 








THE JEW IN CANADA 



MRS. IDA (LEWIS) SIEGEL, TORONTO 


(IDA LEWIS), one of the most formation of the Jewish Dispensat 
e workers in Toronto, was born the organizing of the Hadassah. f 
, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. part in the formation of the F 
(Ticktin) Lewis. She received Philanthropies, Toronto. Another 
jblic schools in Pittsburgh and its existence largely to the interest 
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LADIES’ AID SOCIETY, CALGARY 


T HE Ladies’ Aid Society, the first Jewish charitable 
organization in Calgary, was organized in 1906 
tinder the presidency of Mrs. A. Suratt. It was 
established at a time when the first considerable influx 
of Jewish immigration to Calgary took place, and 
devoted itself in its early days to giving care and attention 
to the new arrivals. 

As the population increased the demands on the 
Society became greater and the scope of its activities 
was much enlarged. The members assisted in the forma- 


During the War the members assisted in the col¬ 
lection of funds for the relief of war sufferers and for 
the Patriotic Society and Red Cross Society. When 
Ukranian orphans were brought to Canada, the mem¬ 
bers also did their share towards the expenses of the 
undertaking, and they have also been of much assistance 
to the Zionist organization, in their different cam¬ 
paigns. 

It might be said that Calgary was the first Canadian 
city to organize for the relief of European war sufferers, 
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JEWISH GIRLS’ CLUB, TORONTO 

O N FEBRUARY 1st, 1909, at the suggestion of the members could bring their boy friends. Another even- 
late Rabbi Solomon Jacobs, and through the gener- ing was added for dancing and calisthenics, 
osity of friends, the Council of Jewish Women, In the year 1914, 165 girls enrolled and there were 

assisted by the Junior Council, opened rooms at 36 over 3000 who attended during that year. In 1915, the 
Walton Street as a recreational centre for Jewish work- attendance nearly doubled and it was not unusual to find 


girls. from 100 to 150 girls gathered together for instruction 

The first convenor was Miss Kate Josephi. Nine in English. 
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'HE LADIES’ AUXILIARY OF THE HEBREW MATERNITY 
HOSPITAL, MONTREAL 
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THE HADASSAH ORGANIZATION IN CANADA 

By Geo. G. Greene 

Historical Sketch showing Origin, Growth, mentioning Eventful Factors, 

Principal Activities, Accomplishments, and Personalities. 

F ROM a group of ten women who first got together Jewish people’s national cause culminated in the holding 
in Toronto in the year 1916 to a Dominion-wide of the famous congress of Zionist leaders at Basle, Switzer- 
organization of 68 chapters, with a membership land, in 1897. This congress, and those that followed it 
approximating 4,500 women, and annual contributions in 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1903, 1905, 1907, 1909, 1911, 
towards Zionist work in Palestine of 345,000 was the 1913,1921, and 1923, served the purpose of fortifying the 
remarkable record to the beginning of 1925 of the Jewish people in their Zionist idealism until 1917, when 
Hadassah Organization of Canada. As a national federa- a practical avenue for the realization of the aim of 
tion, the organization came into existence in the spring Zionists, viz.: to have again a legally recognized Home- 
of 1919, when co-ordination of the chapters which were land in Palestine, was opened through the Balfour 
then established in different parts of the Dominion, was Declaration of the British Government. 
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through the World Zionist Organization, while the 
supplies collected were shipped abroad under arrange¬ 
ment with the Canadian Red Cross Society, this Society 
thereby rendering a very helpful service. Through the 
Women’s International Zionist Organization, the sup¬ 
plies were transhipped from England to Palestine for 
distribution. 

It was through the Helping Hand Fund that the 
Hadassah Organization of Canada was 'successfully 
launched as a Dominion-wide movement. In the course 
of her travels through Canada on behalf of the Fund, 
Mrs. Freiman met Jewish women of the larger cities and 
towns and in conjunction with her appeal for the special 
purpose, she urged upon them the necessity of organizing 
so as to render continuous help for the rebuilding of 
Palestine. Through this mission of the Dominion Presi¬ 
dent, a new plane was established for the women of 
Canada. The growing appreciation that women could 
be of equal value in the solution of the great practical 
problems of the world, as in solving the more intimate 
problems of the home, was exemplified by the unanimity 
with which the Jewish women of Canada resolved to 
spread Hadassah throughout the Dominion, and by the 
splendid support and encouragement which they were 
then, and have since been given by the men’s Zionist 
organization. 

As the recognized head of Canadian Hadassah, Mrs. 
Freiman influenced the organization of several new 
chapters in 1919, and laid the seeds of interest and desire 
from which other chapters have since been formed. 
The women Zionist workers in Montreal, most of whom 
had been active as members of the Daughters of Zion, 


Glace Bay 
In Glace I 
B. Hamboi 


sah, while Mrs. J. Goldman, as president, and Mrs. 
Sarah Kunitzky, as secretary, gave the chapter in St. 
John a successful start. The Emma Lazarus Girls was 
the name of a group formed in Halifax that year, this 
body eventually becoming a Hadassah chapter. Mrs. 
C. Byalin has been the active secretary there for some 
years. On the occasion of Mrs. Freiman’s visit to 
Quebec in 1919, a chapter was formed there and this 
also was named the Lillian Freiman Chapter in honor of 
Mrs. Freiman. Mrs. L. Lazarowitz has been president 
of the Quebec chapter ever since. 

The year 1920 saw further expansion of Hadassah 
in Canada. A new chapter, named North End Chapter, 
was formed in Montreal, the ladies responsible for this 
branch including Mrs. L. Herzig, Mrs. B. Bernard, Mrs. 
Garber, Mrs. Rosen, Mrs. Woscow, Mrs. L. Matthew 
and Mrs. Herman. Winnipeg also joined the Hadassah 
Organization that year, due to the excellent missionary 
work of preceding years. A chapter was formed there 
on June 8th with Miss Goldie Finesilver as first presi¬ 
dent. She was succeeded in that office in 1922, by Mrs. 
H. E. Wilder, who has served in that capacity ever since 
and is also one of the Dominion vice-presidents of the 
movement, having been elected to this office in 1924. 
In 1920, also, on Feb. 8th, the Ladies’ Herzl Society of 
Ottawa was transformed into a Hadassah chapter. Mrs. 
Freiman has been president since its inception. The 
ladies who were active with her in the commencement of 
Hadassah in the Capital included Mrs. L. Leiken, Mrs. 
A. Kert, Mrs. W. Shenkman, Miss Birdie Abelson (now 
Mrs. J. Miller, Cornwall, Ont.), Mrs. J. J. Marks, Mrs. 
A. H. Coplan, Mrs. B. Pearl, Mrs. A. Drazin, Mrs. J. 
Golden, Mrs. D. Green, Mrs. C. Greenberg, Mrs. J. 


sonally been a 
r in Hadassah 
uable editorial 
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Motza Convalescent Home 
'his much needed institution where Chaluzin 
erate from illness was granted a contributi 
) for equipment by Canadian Hadassah in 
lome is beautifully situated about five miles 


Hadassah’s Work for Palestine’s Health 
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HOW HADASSAH SPANS THE DOMINION 


FROM HALIFAX, N.S., TO VANCOUVER, B.C.—A CHAIN OF ZIONIST SERVICE 


CHAPTERS AND THEIR LEADERS 


NOVA SCOTIA 

HALIFAX. 

GLACE BAY. 

SYDNEY. 


.Mrs. M. Byalin 
. .Mrs. B. Siegel 
.Miss Ida Feder 


ST. JOHN 


NEW BRUNSWICK 
.Mrs. J. Goldman 


LACHINE. 

QUEBEC. 

SHERBROOKE 


QUEBEC 

.Mrs. J. Schechter 

.Mrs. L. Lazarovtiz 

..Mrs. J. Smith 


MONTREAL 

CENTRAL CHAPTER.Mrs. H. M. Levinoff 

DAUGHTERS OF JUDEA.Miss Fanny Raskin 

DEBORAH CHAPTER.Miss Agnes Levin 

ETA COHEN.Mrs. E. Lazare 

HATIKVAH.Miss A. Strasberg 

JUDITH.Mrs. J. L. Zlotnik 

LILLIAN FREIMAN.Miss Reba Gross 

MENORAH.Mrs. B. Kahn 

MIRIAM BRAININ-ORTENBERG. .Mrs. F. Harris 

MIZPAH.Miss Gertrude Lerner 

NORTH END.Mrs. L. Mathews 

QUEEN ESTHER.Mrs. L. Miller 

RACHEL.Mrs. R. Ness 

ROSE OF SHARON.Miss Sarah Strasberg 

SHAAR HASHOMAYIM, Jun.. .. Mrs. M. A. Brown 

SYBIL COHEN.Mrs. M. H. Cohen 

WESTMOUNT.Mrs. H. H. Livingstone 

YOUNG LADIES’ LITERARY . . . Mrs. H. Singer 

NAIR TAMID.Miss S. Hoichberg 

TEL-AVIV. Miss Evelyn Astroff 

UNIVERSITY.Miss Bertha Myer 

ZION A.Mrs. L. Diner 

MONTREAL HADASSAH COUNCIL Mrs. L. Fitch 
MONTREAL JUNIOR HADASSAH COUNCIL .... 

Mrs. Leon Levine 


ONTARIO 

HAMILTON .Mrs. M. Epstein 

HAMILTON, Jun. Miss Freda Stein 

LONDON . Mrs. M. Fishbbin 

LONDON, Jun.Miss Ida Lewis 

BRANTFORD .Mrs. Samuel Fox 

TIMMINS . Mrs. L. HelpErin 

WINDSOR .Miss Frances Geller 

WINDSOR, Jun. Miss D. Barnett 

SAULTE STE. MARIE .Mrs. D. Richardson 

FORT WILLIAM . Mrs. Rose A. Drapkin 

PORT ARTHUR . Mrs. A. Cohen 


TORONTO 

NAOMI .Mrs. M. Friedman 

CENTRAL .Mrs. L. M. Schwartz 

DEBORAH . Miss Hilda Factor 

MIRIAM . Mrs. Fauman 

DAUGHTERS OF ZION . Mrs. I. Cohen 

HERZL GIRLS.Miss Gertie Jackson 

WESTERN .Mrs. M. Barrett 

ROSE . Mrs. F. S. Hutner 

TORONTO HADASSAH COUNCIL. 

Mrs. D. Dunkelman 

TORONTO JUNIOR HADASSAH COUNCIL. 

Miss M. Wolfson 
HADASSAH MASCOTS . Miss Leah Levi 


MANITOBA 

WINNIPEG .. Mrs. H. E. Wilder 

WINNIPEG, (EZRAH) . Miss Rose Rady 

WINNIPEG, Jun. Miss Sybil Weidman 


ESTEVAN ., 
LIPTON .... 
REGINA . . . 
SASKATOON 


SASKATCHEWAN 


... Mrs. J. Krivel 
Mrs. S. H. Naimark 
.. Mrs. I. Friedgut 
.... Mrs. J. Mallin 


ONTARIO 

OTTAWA .Mrs. A. J. Freiman 

OTTAWA, Jun. Miss Olive Pullan 

KINGSTON, QUEEN ESTHER, Mrs. L. Abramson 

KINGSTON, (2) . Mrs. I. Cohen 

PETERBORO . Mrs. L. Green 


ALBERTA 


CALGARY .Miss Rose Rabinowitz 

EDMONTON . Mrs. Wm. Diamond 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 

VANCOUVER .. Mrs. J. Parker 
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t, at which the following Synagogues were As a rest 

l by their duly appointed delegates:—The during that yc 
srael (Spanish & Portuguese), by Messrs. Trust. It wa 
eberg, J. L. Samuel, and Israel Rubenstein; received from 
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nee de Sola was entrusted with the Wapella; and J. Eliasoph, Q 
a Ladies’ Zionist Society in Mont- of the Council—Rabbis Me 
witz, H. Cohen, and H. Sp 
1903 During the Conventio: 

ition. On February 1st, 1903, the Montreal, held a public rece 
was held at Montreal. New centres the following ladies:—Mesda 
s follows:-—Vancouver, by I. Rubino- Alexandor, and Misses M. . 
y W. Muskat; Ottawa, by H. Living- B. Genser, Gross, Bella Kirs 

I. Gittleson, H. Lang, and E. Pullan. Vineberg, and Sarah Goldst 

e represented by Mesdames A. Rosen- The Convention Comn 

e, S. Meyers, Miss L- Bilsky, and Miss Kronick, and A. Falick, Tor 

Levy, and A. L. Kaplansky 
:nce, Toronto societies were represent- gates included G. Ryan and 
P. Lewis, I. Cooper, and A. Falick. I. Slonemsky and W. Han 
Zion were represented by Mrs. Belle Resolutions were pass 

;, by Asher Pierce, M. B. Stein, and created at the recent Cong 
Montreal, by E. Asher, A. Glickman, was reported that about SI 
e, J. Bercovitch, A. Asher, H. Sessen- the children of Dr. Herzl. 

;, Dr. H. Lightstone, W. Shenkman, A. Falick, Toronto, ad 

J. S. Leo, M. Markus, C. I. de Sola, obtain shareholders to the 
L. Kaplansky, I. S. Goldenstein, H. resolution was presented b; 
A. Hart, M. Shapiro, Lyon Cohen, and H. Abramowitz recomr 
L. Margolese, S. Haskell, and others, the Sabbath and other Jewis: 
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rational Fund offered to buy eight hundred 
i the Colony Kastinich in Southern Pales- 
land had been made ready for settlement 
lilies who would be given the privilege of 
rure and for the collective benefit of the 
le whole was to be registered in the Register 
al Fund in the name of the Federation of 
ies of Canada. This was duly approved 
An application for a charter was received 
onton Zionist Society, 
teenth Convention was held in Montreal, 
:h-28th, 1913. The President’s message 
be known as the Bar Mitzvah Convention, 
the successful consumation of the Land 
ing the preceding year. It also made 
e tremendous increase of receipts obtained 
nation of the Bureau. Mention was also 
lalkan War which would have an effect on 
Jews in Palestine. The general situation 
ve through anti-Semitism in Europe, es- 
leilis case of ritual murder accusation in 
the expulsion of Jews from Poland. It 
twelve delegates from Canada participated 
ith Congress at Vienna. The delegates 
activities, prominently noticeable amongst 
■ resolution to create a Hebrew University 
The message contained a plea for the 


Rabbi Meldola d 
“that a Sanhedrin be 
Palestine”. This was 
Viner and M. Garber, 
Brainin and Mr. Loui 
protest against the ei 
Hilfsverein to foster tl 
Technical School and 
language but the Hebre 
of the nationalization o 
was moved by David 
Director be engaged to 
scale in Canada. Dr. 
this resolution. Mr. J 
presented a resolution i 
the youth in Canada. 

The President rep 
informed the Federati 
purchase of land in P 
were acquired in Kas 
which will be Canadia 
National Fund to a gro 
tary tenure, and prefei. 
Jews if they applied. T 
the Ezra Association of 
tion could not undertake 
~ ;es of over SI 
this Convent 
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war. The Canadian Organization at the Gurofsky, T. 
ecame aware of the necessity to arrest the man, Rabbi 
funds for Palestine owing to the war between Hamilton—R( 
Empire and Turkey. It became necessary A. Amdur; \ 
lie operations to collect for the National Calgary—B. . 
fhich would not be in contravention with the toon—M. Wo 
ouncil after having interviewed the authori- the Conferenc 
to continue making propaganda for Zionism guests presen 
om appealing for funds for Palestine. The Shmaryah Le’ 
ts were reduced to less than one half of those stein, Rabbi . 
le war conditions nearly destroyed the Cana- Arthur Meigh 
ation; public meetings were entirely avoided. H. Boyd, Me 
Council however, remained at their posts Conference to 















































Canada, Mr. Lyon Cohen; Pres 
namely. President, Eastern Div., 
id of the Central Div., Mr. M. 
nembers Div., Mr. H. E- Wilde 
122 for a man, Joseph Fineberg 
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RABBI J. L. ZLOTNIK, MONTREAL 


J. L. ZLOTNIK, Director, Jewish National represented the 
1 in Canada, Publicity and Propaganda De- Mizrachi Confer 
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THE JEW IN THE COMMERCIAL LIFE OF CANADA 


A LTHOUGH many of the first Jewish settlers in 
j[ \ Canada were connected with the army, a number of 
them were so connected in a volunteer capacity 
only, and carried on an extensive trade as merchants. 
Thus the Franks family, who are prominently mentioned 
elsewhere in this volume, had the contract to supply 
cattle and provisions to the British troops in the French 
and Indian wars, between 1755 and 1760. It is worthy 
of note that their services in this capacity were highly 
commended by the different generals who had command 
of the army. 

Lazarus David, Levy and Ezekiel Solomons, Simon 


brother-in-law, Jacob Franks, (both had married 
daughters of Levy Solomons), and his father-in-law, he 
established the largest chain of trading posts in Canada, 
with headquarters at Berthier, and branches at Mont¬ 
real and Quebec. He extended his posts all through the 
then wild and thinly populated northwest, the most 
important being now known as Mackinac. Records 
have been preserved showing that this traffic was carried 
on in large fleets of canoes, often manned by Indian and 
French voyageurs. We read of hundreds of these boats 
being employed in one expedition, passing up and down 
the waters of the great lakes and the St. Lawrence and 
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UNITED PRESS BUILDING, TORONTO 


GELBER BUILDING, TORONTO 




SPADINA BUILDING, TORONTO 
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ABRAHAM NORDHEIMER 


AHAM NORDHEIMER 







































































































































THE JEW IN CANADA 



CAPTAIN ISIDORE FREEDMAN, TORONTO 

r SIDORE FREEDMAN, the eldest son of Samuel and ing the war, his bro 
. the late Rachel (Rosen) Freedman, was born at Glas- dians, and Sergt. M 
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G. RABINOVITCH, MONTREAL 


Financier 


EORGE RABINOVITCH, Bar 
























rstanding and respect, 
mmunity as a whole ! 
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NATHAN 


given a rousing send-off, being verj 
re-elected at the general election of 
the expiration of the second Domin 
574. Mr. Nathan occupied a high 
il life of Victoria and was promine 
rs. In 1865. he was elected Master 
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ALEXANDER HART, 


B.C.L., N.P. 
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'ARRY A. FRIEDMAN, Barrister, 
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BRAHAM COHEN, Barrister and Solicitor, was 
bom at Hartlepool, England, on October 18th, 





















































THE JEW IN CANADA 


-ATHANIAL WILLIAM JACOBS, B.C.L., Bar¬ 
rister, was bom in Montreal, Que., July 12th, 1895, 
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LEPOFSKY, Barrister, was born in To- 
pril 2nd, 1896, the son of Benjamin Lepofsky 
ity. He received his education at theBright- 
id Hieh Schools, McMaster University, and 


P INCUS PHILLIPS, Barrister, 
River, Mass., December 17th, 1 
lip Phillips. He was educated 
ing with honors from Osgoode Hi 
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CANADIAN JEWS IN THE MEDICAL AND DENTAL PROFESSIONS 


I T will be of particular interest to the young graduate 
and medical or dental student to learn that the first 
graduating class in medicine, at McGill University, 
Montreal, in 1835, had among its members a member of 
the Jewish faith, Frank N. Hart. He, however, did not 
practise for any considerable time in Canada but moved 
to the States and took up his residence in St. Louis, 
where he had a very distinguished career. There had 
been a few Jewish doctors in Canada prior to this gradu¬ 
ating of Dr. Hart, but they were connected with the 
army as surgeons. 

In 1833, Aaron Hart David (born in Montreal 
October 9th, 1812) after studying in Montreal, went to 
Edinburgh, Scotland, and received his degree of Doctor 
of Medicine from the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons. He returned to Montreal the same year and 
entered into the practice of his profession in Montreal 
and he became one of the leading physicians of that city. 


Numbers of Jewish doctors saw service during the 
Great War, and their duties were carried out in many 
different fields. They were amongst the medical officers 
attached to fighting units, hospitals in France and other 
sectors, and on trans-Atlantic conducting duty, as well 
as in hospitals in England and Canada. Jewish nurses 
also saw service during the war in various sections, as 
well as in France. 

The first Jew in Canada to graduate as a surgeon 
dentist was Edward Elkan, of Montreal, who graduated 
from the Faculty of Dentistry, University of Bishop’s 
College, in 1904. In 1905, Dr. Jacob Rubin graduated 
from the same university, it being the only university 
at that time in the Province of Quebec to grant the 
dental degree. Dr. Sydney Stern, however, was the 
first Jew to practise as a dentist in Canada, he having 
graduated from an American college. Since then Jewish 
dentists in increasing numbers have taken up the practice 
















































































































YTUEL ISADORE MOSS, ] 
: and Jennie Moss, was-borr 
in Odessa, Russia. He we 
iols, Toronto (he was the fii 
chool); University of Toror 
Surgeons), from which he g 
jreesof E-D.S. andD.D.S. 
ifession in Toronto. He is: 
kler of Toronto, and has 01 
i. He is a member of the I 
1, Pride of Israel and I.O.F 
the McCaul Street Synagog 
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T HE LATE ME. SIGISMUND MOHR was born in 
Breslau, Germany, October 21st, 1827, the son of the 
late Herman Mohr of that city. He was educated at 
the College of Breslau, from which he graduated in 1S49, 
as Electrical Engineer. In 1856, he was married to 
Blume, daughter of the late Phillip Levi of New York. 
Mrs. Mohr still resides in New York. They had two 
sons, Eugene Phillip, and Henry Ralph, and five daugh¬ 
ters, Phillipine, Amelia, Lenorah, Fanny and Clara. 
Mr. Mohr came to Canada in 1871, and resided in Que¬ 
bec City until his death, which took place on December 
15th, 1893. He was the “father” of Hydro Electric in 
Canada, and everything electrical in Quebec. He pro¬ 
moted and installed the City and District Telegraph 
Company, and operated at a City Fair, the first set of 
telephones in Quebec, which were sent to him by Pro¬ 
fessor Bell, and he gave to Quebec City its first telephone 
service. He later formed a company, known as the Que¬ 
bec and Levis Electric Company, giving Quebec and its 


vicinity, the finest electric light system in the world, at 
that time. To do this, he utilized the water power of 
Montmorency Falls, situated at a distance of twelve 
miles from the city, requiring a circuit of twenty-four 
miles to carry the electrical energy to the city. This 
was the first attempt made to utilize water power at a 
distance to generate electric light current, or for other 
electrical purposes. After proving that business places 
and private homes could be successfully lighted by elec¬ 
tricity, the City of Quebec gave Mr. Mohr the contract 
for lighting the City, and on the completion of his work, 
the Mayor, the City Council and many prominent citi¬ 
zens, assembled on Dufferin Terrace to witness the in¬ 
auguration of the service. Mr. Mohr was the first mem¬ 
ber of the Jewish faith in Canada to practise as an 
Electrical Engineer. Sigmund E. Lyons and Harry 
Lyons of Toronto, are grandsons of Mr. Mohr’s, and 
Mrs. Nathan Phillips, Mrs. Israel Singer, and Mrs. Ken¬ 
neth Joseph of Toronto, are granddaughters. 
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nagogues and other societies, where the social Theodore Hart and Jacob Jose 
lie members and their friends would be im- leave for active service, as officer 
rere established, and philanthropic work was In late years a number of 1 

eeted. where the membership is com]: 

.thirties the members of the Jewish communities members of the Jewish persuasf 
rays taken a prominent part and it is only possible that in such cases an ei 
o mention here that Henry Joseph of Montreal members of other faiths can 
of the members of the first Canadian lacrosse one another and respect one am 
visit England, where they played before Her people should associate togethc 
, Queen Victoria. In 1890, Louis Rubenstein, justly said, that there have b 
well-known Montreal alderman, won the figure Jews joining certain organizat 
championship of the world at St. Petersberg, on the grounds that they were j 
were of the same faith as the f 
h the construction of the transcontinental rail- religion, they were ineligible 
western country was opened up, and the Jewish of equality with followers of tl 
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LTHOUGH the Independent Order of B’nai B'rith 
was founded in the City of New York on October 
14th, 1843, it was not until after the lapse of thirty- 
years that it spread its benign influence to, and estab- 
d itself in the Dominion of Canada. The history of 
li B’rith in Canada has kept pace with the develop- 
t of Canadian Jewry, until today it is fair to say that 
3’nai B’rith lodges established throughout the length 
breadth of our fair domain stand for the best in the 
sh communal life of the communities in which they 
and in a very great sense interpret Jewish thought 
ideals to the non-Jewish world. Wherever today 
find Jewish rights being assailed or the many headed 
ster of anti-Semitism showing its spleen, there you 
find B’nai B’rith with all its vigour demanding 
ce and defending the fair name of the Jew. 

One of the early features of B’nai B’rith was an 
ranee benefit to its members, in which the members 


thirty names appear as charter members;— 
heim, S. Abrahams, S. L. Bernstein, Mar 
P. Cohen, P. Goldstein, Aaron S. Jacoby, Mr 
M. B. Lauterman, A. Moses, H. Rutenberg 
D. A. Ansell, L. Aronson, Jacob Berman, J; 
Louis Fus, I. S. Goldenstein, J. Kaufman, M. 
B. Levy, Morris Rut, Jacob Rosenthal, M 
M. Samuels, J. Steinberg, A. Silverstone, H 
J. Silverstone, Lyon Silverman. This lod 
for twenty-two years and surrendered its 
1903. 

The third Canadian lodge known as Vic 
No. 365 was established in Victoria, B.C., or 
7th, 1886, under the jurisdiction of District C 
No. 4, but disbanded after being in existe 

Lodges at the Present Time 


i Lodge No. 
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fidman, S. L. Goldstir 

ie, Rabbi H. J. Samuel Saskatoon Lodge No. 739, Saskatoon 

Saskatoon Lodge No. 739 was instituted on June 
ies of the lodge was the 27th, 1919, and notwithstanding that the Jewish com- 

ment of a Free Loan 1 
erable scale for seve 
•endered the same no 
rith Free Employmen' 
ntained until all cm 

lund, which operated on munity in Saskatoon is small the lodge is functioning 
ral years until circum- ; n a very creditable manner, 
longer necessary'. The 

t Bureau was established Louis D. Brandeis Lodge No. 833, Regina 

ployment bureaus were Louis D. Brandeis Lodge was instituted on the 4th 

Government. A great day of August, 1913, but after being in existence for ten 

pas rendered the comi 
irchase of a hearse at th 
; took the first step tc 

nunity in its early days years it ceased to exist. The re-organization of the 
e cost of 81,200. In 1912 lodge is, however, being considered. The lodge took 
iwards the establishment a leading part in building the new Regina Hebrew School 

sh orphanage, 
lodge has been mosl 
i name of the Jew. I 

at a cost of approximately 845,000. It also established 
: energetic in protecting a loan fund of S3,000 to assist the poor in the community, 
ts Publicity and Defence . ,, 

: work in counteracting Samuel Lodge No. 668, Vancouver 

on the Jew in the pi 

ress, and preventing ob- Instituted fifteen years ago on the 24th day of July, 


mth the result that tb 
public thought and op 
dish anything of an of 


s City Lodge No. 

ity Lodge No. 6 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF PALESTINE LODGE A.F. & A.M., NO. 559, G.R.C. 

' a meeting held on September 10th, 1919, at the tinguished ceremonies should mark the Consecr 
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MOUNT SINAI CHAPTER, ROYAL ARCH MASONS, NO. 212, G.R.C. 

IT Sinai Chapter owes its origin to Mount Consecration and Dedication was perform 
ai Lodge, A.F. &A.M. Ex. Comp. Brookstone, newly-elected Grand Z., W. N. Ponton, I 
second Master of that Lodge, having enlisted assisted by the greater number of his Grar 
ithies of Rt. Ex. Comp. E. J. Repath, a well- officers and in the presence of a majority of th< 
;ure in Capitular Masonry in Toronto, and Principals and leading R. A. Masons of the cit 
’aid of a number of his Craft brethren ob- The first elections of the Warranted Ct 

merous signatures to a petition to the Most place December 2, 1919, Ex. Comp. Brook: 

Principal, A. S. Gorell. Among the other elected 1st Principal and Comps. W. Moull 
3 were V. Ex. Comp. Porteous, Ex. Comp. Singer 2nd and 3rd Principals, and the first i 
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YOUNG WOMEN’S HEBREW ASSOCIATION, MONTREAL 


he most praiseworthy Jewish philanthropic 
tions in Montreal is the Young Women’s 
v Association. It was organized in the 
913 as THE FRIENDLY LEAGUE OF 
fOMEN, for the purpose of bringing into 
self-supporting young women opportunities 
mental, physical and social improvement, 


tained to the present day. After sev 
elapsed and when it was felt that the 
the ideals of the Welcome Club, a 
Senior members was held, and they 
from that time the Club was really 
were to elect their own officers, and con 
in their own way, but always under t 
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YOUNG MEN’S AND YOUNG WOMEN’S HEBREW ASSOCIATION 
OF TORONTO 

W HATEVER merit or demerit other similar insti- making it the permanent institution it now is. Many 
tutions may possess, they profess to be institu- prominent people called to these meetings, proclaimed 
tions managed and maintained by non-Jews, and that the sight was a revelation to them, for, coming close 
being such they are no place for Jews. However, in the to the young people for possibly the first time, proved not 
absence of anything better, there may have been some only the need, but the great future in store for such an 
excuse, some ground, for Jewish boys to attend them, undertaking. At this time a membership campaign was 
and for a time there was a very great rush to swell the launched and proved a great success. From then on it 
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n its useful path of good work. 

The following gentlemen have been presidents of 
he Club:— 

Messrs. E. Blout, L. Cohen, B. Goldstein, J. 
Goldstein, M. Goldstein, K.C., Michael Hirsch, A. 
Vfichaels, and J. Michaels. 

The present officers of the Club are:— 
dR. Michael Hirsch - President 

vIr. Edgar M. Berliner - - Vice-President 

dR. B. Gardner - - Hon. Treasurer 

dR. David Kirsch - Hon. Secretary 

dEssRs. M. Albert, E. V. Gilbert, 

Alan J. Hart, A. H. Jassby 
and A. Lesser - - Council 

dR. Maxwell Goldstein, K.C. - Hon. Counsel 
. Charles Langston - Secretary 
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GRAND ORDER OF ISRAEL, HAMILTON 
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A. RHINEWINE, TORONTO 


RHINEWINE, Editor of The Toronto Daily 
Hebrew Journal, was born in Poland in 1887. He 
was raised in a very strict orthodox Jewish en- 
ment, and was given a broad secular and Jewish 
.tion with the intention of preparing him for the 
inate. With this purpose, his parents sent him at 
rly age to study at the famous Yeshiva of Kovno, 
as “Keneseth Israel”, but the new surroundings 
■quaintances had quite a different influence, and 
re joined at an early age, the Jewish labor move- 
affiliating himself with the Social Zionist Eabour 
After the Russian Revolution in 1905, in order 
id arrest, he left for England, where he continued 
idies for a short period in London. In 1907, Hr. 
wine arrived in Toronto, where he has since resided, 
ronto he continued his university studies and took 
erary work. In 1912, when the Toronto Daily 
:w Journal was founded, he joined the staff as 


pointed Editor, a position wl 
Rhinewine continues to take 
Labor Movement and in the ; 
a keen interest in all public qui 
affecting the Jewish commun 
organized labor. In commune 
has been of much assistance 
institutions, and his aid is ea 
takings of a philanthropic nat 
devote himself largely to a lit 
tributed to many Jewish anc 
magazines. He published in 
Canadian City”, and among li 
“Palestine in Yiddish Literat 
its History and Development’ 
Jew in Canada”, in two voli 
life in four acts “The Assimil 
Rhinewine and is now on th 


1915, 











The Workmen’s Circle and the 
Jewish National Workers' Alliance 
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331, the Jewish inhabitants presented a terms, confer 
e Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada, naturalizatior 
lows: have if he ha< 

le liberal dispositions of the Govern- The spir: 

Great Britain, and to its Jews, as in the Revisei 

1 by 13 George XI, Chapter 22, and 13 34, Article 7, 

II, Chapter 25, encouraged them to of Quebec 188 

at their religious feelings and principles of the Provin 

o objections to their taking and enjoy- provide that' 

ffice or place of trust, military or civil, profession an< 

■ovince; ence, provide' 

ertheless nersons Drofessine the Tewish of licentiousn' 



ssing the Jewish religion, are by law marriages 

i many of the privileges enjoyed by not author 

subjects of His Majesty within this shall immi 

the provis 

THEREFORE, DECLARED AND every mai 

D by the King’s Most Excellent every buri 

jy and with the advice and consent thirty dai 

islative Council and Assembly of the forward tl 

oi Lower Canada, constituted and attesting tl 

by virtue of, and under the authority of the Disl 

passed in the Parliament of Great brated, or 

titled An Act, etc. And it is hereby ' In view o 

nd enacted by the authority afore- Pagnuelo, who 

all persons professing the Jewish petitioners, 18 

:ing natural born British subjects, congregation hi 

and residing in this Province, are real under the 

nd shall be deemed adjudged and congregation c 

: entitled to the full rights and privi- Montreal, as w 

e other subjects of His Majesty, his who desired to 

ccessors to all intents, constructions special acts of 

es whatsoever, and capable of taking gregations. 

enjoying any office or place of trust These spec 

Province.” the Jewish con: 

Act, however, only applied to Jewish incorporated, a 
•itish subjects. the congregatio 

tute 1841, IV Victoria, Chapter 1, Article -of Civil Status, 
persons acquired the right to hold and Under the 

vable property from the beginning of cisions have bee 
n this Province. Province that I 

I and V Victoria, Chapter 7, granted to in the capacit) 
ne naturalized British subjects, the same religious capaeii 
le the other subjects of Her Majesty British seebject: 
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['HE HISTORY OF THE FIRST CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS 


dian Jewish Congress was not a locally Jewishpopulation. They adopted thefollowi 
movement. Its origin was to be found “The elected delegates of organ; 

ldden revival and simultaneous organiza- assembled here today agree wholehe 

rwish masses in every part of the world, with the resolution adopted by the p 

the same lines, and their decisions and Conference to the effect that a Ci 

spite of the fact that no communication Jewish Organization be formed to re 

;n them on account of the War, are practi- and defend all Tewish interests and we 


tg a formidable pr 
’ perpetrated agains 
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Barsky, S. Belkin, N. Cheifitz, L. Auerbach, M. Dick- 
stein and others and instructed them to pledge the 
support of the whole labor movement of Montreal to 
the movement for a Canadian Jewish Congress; this 
activity culminated in the holding of a Conference on 
February 4th, 5th, and 6th in the Oddfellows’ Hall, 
Toronto, Ont., attended by twenty-seven delegates from 


“The world is at present being convulsed 
by a terrible war, a war that is carrying 
disaster and ruin to some of the fairest lands 
of Europe—a war that is bringing misery, 
desolation, death to untold numbers. It is 
the misfortune of fully six million Jews to 
live in the country in which the bloodiest 
contests of the war have been taking place and 
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ted as a Permanent Chairman, Lyon Cohen; Vice Chairmen, 

a Con- Peter Bercovitch, M. Goldstick, Louis Fitch, M. J. 

express Finkelstein; English Secretary, H. E. Wilder; Yiddish 

ition of Secretary, H. Hershman; Hebrew Secretary, B. Wein- 

ave the er. 

our de- Arriving at the Committee of the Palestine Resolu- 

wisdom. tion, there followed considerable debate. Strong ob- 

spark of jection being raised by the extreme left wing on account 

lake us of the lack of representation on this committee by their 

people. group. A motion finally prevailed that the Nomination 

at they Committee reconsider the personnel of this Committee. 

. and t0 Third Session of the Congress 

u I give Monday March 17th, 1919, 3.30 P.M. Mr. Lyon 

l Jewish Cohen in the chair. The report of the Nomination 

Committee accepting the personnel of the Committee 
father of the on Palestine having been adopted, the Chairman declared 
scholar, Mr. the following officers duly elected for the duration of 
the Congress:— 

. outlined the President, Lyon Cohen, Montreal; Vice-Presidents, 
ins for existing Peter Bercovitch, Montreal, M. Goldstick, Toronto, 
lonsors of the A. J. Freiman, Ottawa; Secretaries, H. E. Wilder (Eng- 
his conviction lish), Winnipeg; B. M. Weiner (Hebrew), Montreal; 
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1 co-operation. In short, the relief must 
constructive.” 

"It is also the urgent desire of the 
nadian Jewish Congress that within the 
pe of the war relief activity, shall be 
luded the problem of reconstructing the 
ned centres of Jewish culture as well as 
: creation of new centres; the work to be 
iducted so as to satisfy all tendencies of 
vish cultural relief.” 

“Whereas it is the desire of the Cana- 
n Jewish Congress that the war relief 
rk in Canada shall be carried on by and 
responsible to the Canadian Jewish Con- 
:ss; be it resolved that the Dominion 
ecutive Committee be instructed to co- 
;rate with the existing central relief or- 
lization with the view of strengthening 
; hands of this organization and bringing it 
mtually under the control of the Cana- 
,n Jewish Congress.” 

,ve not quoted the original resolution submitted 
Sheps but the form in which it was amended 
lly adopted unanimously. 


of peace, as a condition precedent t< 
creation of new or enlarged States ai 
the admission of all States into the proj 
‘League of Nations’ such as may be foi 
the following conditions: 

“The removal by constitution c 
civil, political, religious and national dis 
ties and the prohibition of prejudicia 
crimination of any kind whatsoever.’ 

"All inhabitants of the territory of 
States including such persons, together 
their families, who subsequent to A 
first, 1914, fled, removed or were ex] 
therefrom and who shall within ten 
from the adoption of this provision r 
thereto, shall for all purposes be cil 
thereof, provided, however, that sue 
have heretofore been subjects of other S 
who desire to retain their allegiance to 
States, or assume allegiance to their 
cessive States, may do so by formal de< 
tion to be made within a specified pel 

“All citizens without distinction 
race, nationality or creed, shall enjoy 


Eighth Session of the Congress 
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problems, the solution of which are the most 
vital concerning those Jews throughout the 
world; be it resolved that an invitation be 
forthwith issued by the Canadian Jewish Con¬ 
gress to all the Jewish communities through¬ 
out the world to confer on and cooperate 
in the convening of a world Jewish Congress 
at the earliest practical date.” Carried. 

Mr. H. E. Wilder moved a resolution as follows: 

‘‘That the Dominion Executive be 
authorized to elect a commission of not less 
than three and not more than five members as 
the Canadian delegates to the Jewish World 
Congress, when such shall have been con¬ 
vened and if the 'Peace Conference’ shall still 
be in session at that time, these delegates act 
as our representatives to the Peace Confer¬ 
ence also.” Carried. 

Ninth Session of the Congress 

Baron de Hirsch Institute, 6.45 P.M. The Chair¬ 
man, Mr. Lyon Cohen, invited the guests of honor, 
Messrs. Reuben Brainin, and Drs. Chaim Zhitlowsky and 
Yehuda Kaufman, on the platform. The following 
resolution was moved by Mr. Gray: 

“In view of the fact that the Nomination 
Committee could not give adequate repre¬ 
sentation of each party in every district, 
moved, seconded by Mr. M. Goldstick, that 
the Dominion Executive be enlarged by add¬ 
ing three more members to each district.” 
Motion carried. 

The following resolution was then read: 

“Resolved that a five day work week be 
recognized in Canada. These five days not 
to include Saturady and Sunday, and the 
Executive Committee is instructed to en¬ 
deavour to put it into practice.” 

The following resolution was then submitted and 
carried by a unanimous standing vote. 

Protest 

“The Canadian Jewish Congress pro¬ 
tests emphatically against the horrible mas¬ 
sacres which were perpetrated lately against 
the Jews in Poland, Ukrania, Hungary, Rou- 
mania and other countries. 

“The Canadian Jewish Congress directs 


Congresses and the representatives of the 
World Zionist Organization, bring before 
the ‘Peace Conference’ the claim for a 
greater Palestine in accordance with its wid¬ 
est historical frontiers.” 

Mr. M. J. Finkelstein, Chairman of the Resolution 
Committee, reported as follows: 

The members of the National Congress Executive 

Eastern Division—Lyon Cohen, H.Hershman, Leon 
Goldman, Nathan Gordon, Rabbi H. Cohen, I. Kovenko, 
S. Belkin, H. Barsky, S. Freed, A. Levin, S. Zucker, 

L. Fitch. 

Central Division—A. B. Bennett, J. Berwick, B. 
Nathanson, Dr. Spier, Dr. Levine, A. Rhinewine, M. 
Goldstick, A. J. Freiman, H. Dworkin, S. Koldofsky, 

M. Chertkoff, M. Gelber. 

Western Division—M. J. Finkelstein, A. Osovsky, 
H. L. Weidman, B. Sheps, B. Ginsberg, W. Diamond, 
J. Auretsky, M. A. Gray, M. Zelcherko, E. Levy, M. 
Tessler. 

The report was adopted with great enthusiasm; 
instructions being given to the elected members of the 
National Executive to select from amongst themselves 
the President and other dignitaries of the Congress 
Executive. The business of the Congress being ended, 
the Chairman invited Mr. Reuben Brainin to address 
the assembly. 

The speaker began by complimenting the chairman 
for the irreproachable manner in which he had discharged 
his difficult tasks. Continuing he drew a parallel 
between the American Jewish Congress, other Jewish 
assemblies, and this one, and expressed his gratification 
on finding that the Canadian Congress’ deliberations 
were more earnest and therefore more far-reaching. 

Dr. Chaim Zhitlowsky following, also reviewed the 
work of the Canadian Jewish Congress. 

“For the first time ever since I remember 
I feel sorry that I have so little time to speak.” 

He went on further, stating that he had so much to say 
about this Congress, and having followed the work of the 
Congress so closely as he did he felt justified in saying 
that the Congress had not been faultless but had made 
very few errors in the characterization and decisions 
arrived at with reference to the international political 
questions. 

This Congress had risen to lofty spheres of pro¬ 
gressive national idealism and would be the pride of 
Jewry the world over, inasmuch as here was sown the 
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intended for those people whom this amendment de¬ 
signates. The present chaotic conditions in eastern 
Europe are due to a large extent to the economic and 
political conditions there, the result of many years of 
oppression—which conditions do not exist here and would 
not operate to produce the type of men we wish to ex¬ 
clude. In the case of our fellow-Jews, they have suffered 
so many years of civil, political and religious oppression 
in Russia, Austria and Germany, that many of them feel 
a natural resentment for the countries of their origin, 
and the political past of some of these men is easily 
understandable. It would be unjust to exclude such 
men who seek here an asylum and who come to this 
country, with no other desire than to be given an op¬ 
portunity of earning an honest livelihood by honest 
work, and become Canadian citizens enjoying the same 
privileges and sharing the same responsibilities as other 
Canadians. The great majority of Jews belong to the 
moderate parties in the countries from which they come, 
and these men, after a short residence in Canada, enjoying 
Canadian treatment, eventually give to Canada a high 
type of citizen, conscious of his obligations, law-abiding 
and hard working. The fate of the Jews in Russia, as 
well as in Poland particularly, is at present a very bitter 
one. They are being massacred in large numbers, daily,' 
and are obliged to emigrate to this country. Ordinary 
human sympathy would be denied them and British 
traditions would be disregarded were we to close our 
doors to these men, who may have been designated in the 
countries of their origin, as one of the many methods of 
persecution, as men inimical to the welfare of the country 
in which they lived. 

We respectfully submit that special provision shall 
be made in this section for the Jewish people, or at least 
instructions be given to the officials for special considera¬ 
tion in such cases. An amendment of similar nature, 
proposed by the United States Congress and passed by it, 
was vetoed by President Wilson, who stated: 

“In two particulars of vital consequence 
this bill embodies a radical departure from the 
traditional and long-established policy of this 
country, a policy in which our people have 
conceived the very character of their govern¬ 
ment to be expressed, the very mission in 
spirit of the nation and respect of its relations 
to the peoples of the world outside its borders. 

It seeks to all but close entirely the gates of 
asylum, which have always been open to those 
who could find nowhere else the right and 
opportunity of constitutional education for 
what they conceived to be the natural and 
inalienable rights of men, and it excludes 
those to whom the opportunities of ele¬ 
mentary education have been denied with¬ 
out regard to their character, their purposes 
or their natural capacity. Restrictions like 
those adopted earlier in our history as a 
nation very materially have altered the 
course and cooled the human ardors of our 
politics. The right of political asylum has 
brought to this country many a man of noble 
character and elevated purpose who was 
marked as an outlaw in his own less for¬ 
tunate land and who has yet become an orna¬ 
ment to our citizenship and to our public 
councils. The children and compatriots of 
this illustrious American must stand amazed 
to see the representatives of their nations 
now resolved, and the fullness of our national 
strength and at the maturity of our great 
institutions to risk turning such men back 
from our shores without test of equality or of 
purpose. It is difficult for me to believe that 


the full effect of this feature of the bill was 
realized when it was framed and adopted, 
and it is impossible for me to assent to it in 
the form in which it is here cast.” 

Paragraph 3—Section 6—Subsection “P” 

We wish to point out, with reference to this amend¬ 
ment, that there are particular cases for which special 
provision should be made, if we are to give proper effect 
to the intention of this amendment and for which no 
provision has been made. 

The political and geographical conditions in Europe 
have undergone radical changes in the past five years 
and many small peoples, who were classed during the 
war as Austrians and Germans, should be classed as 
allied nations. Thus Roumanians who lived in Transyl¬ 
vania and Bukowina, Italians who lived in Austria, 
Poles who lived in Galicia, Serbians who lived in Bosnia, 
and many others who were classed as enemy aliens, were 
only technically such, and in spirit were friends of the 
allied cause. Provision should be made for these cases, 
for whom the war was in a large measure fought. This 
is particularly true of the Jewish people. England and 
the other allied Powers have recognized the intolerable 
conditions under which Jews live; and, with regard to 
Jews who lived in eastern Europe, have come to the 
conclusion that Jews must be treated as a distinct 
people. England’s policy is based on this principle and 
culminated with the recognition made by the Honorable 
A. J. Balfour, on November 2nd, 1917—whereby the 
existence of the Jewish nation is recognized as such, 
and this principle has been since followed by other 
Powers. Only last week, the Belgian Parliament 
declared this principle and passed a Law, whereby 
all Jews, who, prior to the war resided in Belgium, 
are entitled to come back—IRRESPECTIVE OF 
THEIR FORMER CITIZENSHIP. It will be re¬ 
membered that, of the fourteen million Jews scattered 
throughout the world, more than eleven million resided 
in allied countries, and, in this proportion contributed 
to the allied cause. 

Our suggestion is that special provision be made 
under this section for Jews, in the spirit of the Belgian 
Enactment. 

Paragraph 3—Section 6—Subsection “T” 

If the literacy test is intended as a means of selection 
of the desirable immigrant, it is essential to establish 
that illiteracy makes an immigrant undesirable and that 
literacy makes him desirable. 

We would submit that illiteracy of the immigrant 
does not affect his capacity for the work for which he is 
intended in this country. There are thousands of men 
who have lived, and do live, who have achieved even a 
measure of success, have raised families, and who have 
contributed as very desirable citizens, who are unable to 
read and write. Applied to the i mmi grant, it is our 
experience that illiterate Italians, Belgians, Jews or 
Russians, can work just as well in the construction of 
railroads, dig sewers, blast rocks, make roads, mine coal, 
cut trees, lay bricks, paint houses, load freight trains, 
and that, even where skilled labor is necessary, the 
ability to read and write does not necessarily add to his 
powers. 

Criminal statistics conclusively showthat criminality 
is by no means the monopoly of the illiterate— 

New York City, excluding New York 
State, in 1915, had 5,234 persons in State 
Institutions, of whom only 227 were illiterate. 

In the City of Buffalo, of 3,096 arrested 
in 1915, 20 were illiterate. 

Arthur Woods, Police Commissioner of the City of 
New York, stated that the total number of persons 
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JEWISH COLONIZATION IN CANADA 

By S. Belkin 


, URING the last twenty-five years of the past 
' h immigrants from Central and 
e began to arrive in Canada in 
The Jewish community in Mont- 
ssity of helping the new arrivals to 
t the country of their adoption, and 
den’s Hebrew Benevolent Society 
the local poor and arriving immi- 
rs of the Society felt that it would 
: new arrivals to be settled on farms 
i trade in the cities, 
f the Young Men’s Hebrew Bene- 
was held on January 25th, 1874, Mr. 
e of "the general movement in 
l the national and charitable societies 
take part, to form a colonization 
the Young Men’s Hebrew Bene- 
operate in the matter, 
at wave of Jewish pogroms in Russia 
mber of Russo-Jewish refugees to 
and other northern Atlantic ports, 
jps were sent to Canada through 
anthropic agencies. Sir Alexander 
Igh Commissioner in London at the 


Samuel Milstein 15 

Solomon Naroflan- 
sky li 

Abraham Weitzman 2( 

Wolf Moskowitz 2- 

Chajem Abraham 

Grobman 3( 

David Galgeran If 

Juda Leib Waksen- 

giesser 30 

Shmaje Petezky 32 

Moses Obrashimoff 6 

Abraham Lechtzier 4 

Joseph Joselowitz 2 

Leib David Joselo¬ 
witz 2 

Mordechai Weidman 10 

Radish Lavin 12 

Berel Selitzky 12 

Naphtali Katz 28 

In January, 1885, in 
tenary of Sir Moses Montel 
tural Aid Association was 
Durooses of this Associatio 
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HARVESTING AT SONNENFELD, 











approved by us, the other three be¬ 
ing chosen by our Association from 
among such persons as we may 
think likely to help substantially in 
the common work.” 

On December 10th, 1906, the 
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THE FEDERATED JEWISH FARMERS OF ONTARIO 


i ( T) ACK-TO-THE-LAN D is a new clarion call re- (5) Preparatory work for settling Jewish families, either 
JD sounding in the ears of the modern Jew. scattered or in colonies, on the land. 

Back-to-the-land was heard and heeded by the A special committee in charge of the estimating 

Chaultzim who are now rebuilding Palestine. work visited the Agricultural College in Guelph and 

Back-to-the-land has been heeded in large numbers received valuable information from the president and 

by our co-religionists in the United States of America, members of the staff as to which of the projects could 

and in many other countries the world over. first be put into practice, and how. 

Back-to-the-land has also reached the ears and After a few weeks of investigation, the committee 

hearts of our Canadian Jewry. took an option on the old Eaton farm near Georgetown, 
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HISTORY OF THE JEWISH IMMIGRANT AID SOCIETY OF CANADA 

By S. B. Hallrechl, B.A. 


A LL important events in history appear unconsciously 
and come about at certain specific moments when 
they are most needed. The end of the World War 
was marked by universal chaos and indecision on the 
nart of the various civilized nations throughout the 


1. That the Society be named the Jewish Im¬ 
migrant Aid Society of Canada with head¬ 
quarters in Montreal, and branches to be or¬ 
ganized throughout the length and breadth of 
the Dominion, wherever possible. 




































n this undertaking will never 
ecords of the Society only show 
rent through its books, but it i 
mounts spent by all the small con 
he country, by various organiz; 
idividuals; nor does it show the doi 
lany tens of thousands of dollars. 

The Jewish Emergency Comm 
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POPULATION OF THE JEWS IN CANADA 


T HE first census of tlie Dominion was taken in 1871, 
and similar censuses have followed in every tenth 
year thereafter, namely, in 1881, 1891, 1901, 1911, 
and 1921. The figures given herewith have been taken 
from the Sixth Census of Canada, Vol. 1, Parts II 
and III. 

In 1921, there were 126,196 persons in Canada 
of Hebrew origin, or 1.44 of the total population. In 1911 
there were 75,681 persons of Hebrew origin, or 1.05 of the 
population. In 1901 there were but 16,131 persons in 
Canada of Hebrew origin, or .30 of the entire population. 
By Provinces they were distributed as follows:— 
In 1921—Prince Edward Island 21, Nova Scotia, 
2,161, New Brunswick 1,243, Quebec 47,977, Ontario 
47,798, Manitoba 16,669, Saskatchewan 5,380, Alberta 
3,242, British Columbia 1,696, Yukon 8, North West 
Territories 1. 

In 1911—Prince Edward Island 38, Nova Scotia 
1,360, New Brunswick 1,021, Quebec 30,684, Ontario 
27,015, Manitoba 10,741, Saskatchewan 2,066, Alberta 
1,486, British Columbia 1,265, Yukon 41- 

In 1901—Prince Edward Island 17, Nova Scotia 
449, New Brunswick 395, Quebec 7,607, Ontario 5,337, 
Manitoba 1,514, Saskatchewan 198, Alberta 17, British 
Columbia 543, Yukon 54- 

By Provinces, male and female, 1921, they were as 
follows:—Canada M. 64,029, F. 62,167 ; Prince Edward 


Island M. 11, F. 10; Nova Scotia M. 1,123, F. 1,038; 
New Brunswick M. 636, F. 607; Quebec M. 24,810, 
F. 23,367; Ontario M. 23,905, F. 23,893; Manitoba 
M. 8,449, F. 8,220; Saskatchewan M. 2,980, F. 2,450; 
Alberta M. 1,750, F. 1,492; British Columbia M. 909, 
F. 787; Yukon M. 5, F. 3; Northwest Territories M. 1. 

By Provinces, Canadian bora, 1921—Canada 50,- 
S92; Prince Edward Island 11; Nova Scotia 1,109; 
New Brunswick 588; Quebec 20,143; Ontario 18,448; 
Manitoba 6,579; Saskatchewan 2,191; Alberta 1,209; 
British Columbia 609. 

By Provinces, male and female, Canadian bom, 
1921—Canada M. 25,256, F. 25,636; Prince Edward 
Island M. 4, F. 7; Nova Scotia M. 553, F. 556; New 
Brunswick M. 285, F. SOS; Quebec M. 10,142, F. 10,006; 
Ontario M. 8,871, F. 9,577; Manitoba M. 8,327, F. 
3,252; Saskatchewan M. 1,146, F. 1,045; Alberta M. 
626, F. 588; British Columbia M. 302, F. 307. 

In 1921, resident of Canada, born in the United 
States—Total 4,851; P.E.I. 1; N.S. 104; N.B. 66; 
Que. 1,493; Ont. 2,125; Man. 413; Sask. 177; Alta. 242; 
B.C. 228; Y.T. 2. 

By sexes they were as follows:—Total M. 2,832, 
F. 2,519; P.E.I. M. 0, F. 1; N.S. M. 58, F. 46; N.B. 
M. 26, F. 40; Que. M. 689, F. 804; Ont. M. 1,002, 
F. 1,123; Man. M. 210, F. 203; Sask. M. 94, F. 83; 
Alta. M. 128, E. 114; B.C. M. 123, F. 105; Y.T. M. 2. 


The following was the Jewish population of cities and towns of 5,000 and over, in 1921. 


Montreal 

Toronto 

Winnipeg 

Vancouver 

Hamilton 

Ottawa 

Quebec 

Calgary 

London 

Edmonton 

Halifax 

St. John 

Victoria 

Windsor 

Regina 

Brantford 

Saskatoon 

Verdun, Que. 

Hull 

Sherbrooke 
Sydney 
Three Rivers 
Kitchener 


Kingston 
S. Ste. Marie 
Peterboro 
Fort William 
St. Catharines 
Moose Jaw 
Guelph 
Westmount 
Moncton 
Glace Bay 


42,667 Lachine 
34,377 Brandon 
14,390 Port Arthur 

1,248 Sarnia 
2,548 Niagara Falls 
2,796 New Westminister 
371 Chatham 
1,233 Outremont 
696 Galt 
805 St. Boniface 
578 Charlottetown 
844 Belleville 
148 Owen Sound 
979 Oshawa 
860 Lethbridge 
241 St. Hyacinthe 

599 North Bay 

148 Shawinigan Falls 

37 Brockville 
265 Amherst 
396 Woodstock 

38 Medicine Hat 
298 Valleyfield 
303 Joliette 

115 Nanaimo 
136 New Glasgow 
288 Chicoutimi 
224 Orillia 
119 Welland 
87 Sudbury 
999 Sydney Mines 

73 Sorel 

441 Fredericton 
46 Dartmouth 

74 Thedford Mines 


Pembroke 
St. Johns 
River du Loup 
Grand’Mere 
Lindsay 
Truro 

Prince Albert 

Cornwall 

Yarmouth 

Walker ville 

Midland 

Barrie 

Smith’s Falls 
Granby 

Portage la Prairie 
Cap de la Madelaine 
North Sydney 
Prince Rupert 
Trenton 
Collingwood 
Ford City 
Spririghill 
New Waterford 
La Tuque 
Campbellton 
Hawkesbury 
St. Jerome 

Cobourg 

Eastview, Ont. 

Nelson 

Magog 

Yorkton 

Ingersoll 


21 

13 

15 

11 


10 

51 

31 

41 

26 
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THE STATUS OF THE JEW IN THE SCHOOLS OF CANADA 

By Maxwell Goldstein, K.C. 


I N ALL the provinces of Canada, with one exception, the principle consecrated by the law of the land, as far 
there appears to be no difference in the status of the back as 1829, and particularly the Act of 1831, which 
children of any religion. In the Provinces of Nova was intituled an “Act to declare persons professing the 
Scotia, Prince Edward Island, British Columbia and Jewish religion entitled to all rights and privileges of 
Manitoba there are no separate schools. In Ontario, the other subjects of His Majesty in this Province”. The 
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ied. The late Rev. Meldola seemed to take the idea that it was not 
atter in a very forcible manner them as much as for members of the Har 
synagogue, at Divine services, the latter were not in a position to sti 
s dropped. of the litigation that may have been c; 

509, expropriation proceedings termined opposition to the expropriation 
cond Jewish cemetery in Three A grand-daughter of Ezekiel Hart, (Mrs. A 
> Ezekiel Hart, a son of Aaron nee Miriam Hart) acting with the consen 
had given the land when the heirs, went to Three Rivers and personally ! 
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THE JEW IN THE MILITARY LIFE OF CANADA 


T HE Jews of Canada have every reason to take pride 
in the record made by members of their faith in the 
different wars in which this country has been en¬ 
gaged, and have shown that their loyalty to the British 
Crown is equal to that of any other section of the popula¬ 
tion. It is with the spirit of their teachings that this 
must be so—that to be good Jews they must first be good 
Canadians. The first Jew to settle in Canada was an 
officer in the English army that conquered Canada, and 
in this same army were some of the other early Jewish 
settlers. But even before this, there was the Franks 
family. Jacob Franks (who came to America in 1707 and 
who died in New York in 1769, where he was buried in 


Most of the Jewish residents of Canada during 
these years held commissions in the militia, and we read 
that on July 9, 1812, among the military officers attend¬ 
ing the Governor’s Levee were Meyer Michaels, Ben¬ 
jamin Franks, Benjamin Solomons, Samuel David, 
David David, Henry Joseph, Jacob Graves, Alexander 
Hart, Benjamin Hart and Jacob Franks. 

During the War of 1812-14, four of the sons of 
Aaron Hart, Moses, Ezekiel, Benjamin and Alexander, 
held commissions in the Canadian militia and saw ser¬ 
vice. In 1812, at the time when Sir George Provost was 
desirous of arming 100 men to form a garrison at Fort 
William Henry, the commander-in-chief and the pay- 
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that they appreciated the treatment received by the 
British Crown, and again they rallied to the Loyalist 
side in this unfortunate affair. Eleazer, Samuel and 
Dr. Aaron H. David, all sons of Samuel David, and 
Moses E. David, son of Major Moses David, were 
officers in the militia. Eleazer David was promoted to 
Major for gallantry at the Battle of St. Charles, where 
his brother also took part in the fighting. Samuel 
David was several times 
■ ■ - -'I entrusted with the carrying of 

a despatches, at one time mak¬ 

ing the trip to Toronto by 
horse, carrying despatches 
from Sir John Colborne to 
Sir F. B. Head, an account 
of which is preserved in his 
diary. Jacob Henry, Jesse 
and Abraham Joseph, sons of 
Henry Joseph, were all officers, 
the two former being in the 
Montreal militia, and serv¬ 
ing on the Richelieu, where 
they both on occasions carried 
despatches between General 
Wetherall and the Governor, 
Sir John Colborne; and the 
latter being at Quebec, where he was Major in the 
Quebec Light Infantry. Isaac Valentine was station¬ 
ed at Three Rivers. Bocco Hays and Hoffstetter were 
at Cedars on the St. Lawrence. Aaron Moses, and Alex¬ 
ander Thomas, sons of Moses Hart; Samuel Becancour 
and Aaron Ezekiel, sons of Ezekiel Hart; Aaron Philip, 
Theodore, and Arthur Wellington, sons of Benjamin 
Hart; Alexander, son of Alexander Hart, and Henry 
and Thomas Judah were also all officers on the Loyalist 
side. Col. David of Chambly was in command of the mili¬ 
tia in that district. Again they showed themselves ap¬ 
preciative of the privileges they enjoyed in this country, 
and Aaron Philip Hart raised a company of militia at his 
own expense, which he commanded. On March 4th, 1838, 
he was entrusted with the carrying of despatches by Sir 
John Colborne, to the British Ambassador at New 
York. In Upper Canada the Benjamin Brothers, 
Samuel and Goodman, of Toronto, had the contract to 
supply great-coats to the soldiers. It was during the 
winter and as there were no railways in those day and 
no manufacturing was done in Toronto, they had to make 
the trip to Montreal by sleigh and await the manufac¬ 
ture of the garments and take them back to Toronto by 
sleigh. During the Campaign of 1838, Major Eleazer 
David was appointed Acting Quarter-Master General. 
Samuel David was attached to Sir John Colborne’s Staff. 
He later was, for a long time, stationed in command of 
the detachment of cavalry at Odelltown, in the Eastern 
townships, but he finally resigned his commission and 
retired to private life. 

At the outbreak of the Rebellion, Benjamin Hart, 
who was on the Commission of the Peace as a magis¬ 
trate, took the first deposition as to the treasonable 
intent of the rebels, and on the 6th November, 1837, when 
the rebels made their first attack on the dwellings of the 
Loyalists, he took the leader prisoner, and then signed 
the requisition to the commandant of the garrison, calling 
out the troops. There is no question that but for his firm¬ 
ness there would have been much destruction of property 
in Montreal. On the nights of the 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th 
of the same month he remained on duty at themainguard- 
house, in the capacity of magistrate in charge, and for al¬ 
most three months he was at the office of the Clerk of the 
Peace, taking almost every deposition, and issuing up¬ 
wards of one hundred warrants at the request of the Attor¬ 
ney-General. At this period the opinion prevailed that no 
official protection would be afforded the magistrates in 


the event of suits being brought for false arrest, and for 
this reason many of the English magistrates withdrew 
from acting. Solicitor-General Day was requested by 
the merchants of Montreal to wait on Colonel Hart to 
ask that he would not be intimidated, as the merchants 
would indemnify him against all loss. Even the secret 
service agents of the government gave their reports to 
Colonel Hart, who transmitted them to the proper 
authorities. Most of the confessions made by the pri¬ 
soners were taken by him. On the morning of the 
second revolt, Nov. 4th, 1838, it was Colonel Hart who 
was requested by General Clitherton, in the name of Sir 
John Colborne, to cause to be arrested every man that 
he (Hart) suspected as a leader of the rebels. This 
order he obeyed by arresting that day upwards of twenty 
of the leaders. In May of that year Lieut.-Col. Barnard, 
of the Guards, and Major Dickison, of Sir John Col¬ 
borne’s Staff, were attacked by the rebels. Both were 
felled and would have been murdered, but that Col. 
Hart ran to their assistance and saved them, at the risk 
of his own life. He also risked his life in many other 
instances, in order to protect the Loyalist troops. 

Although the Jewish population of Canada at that 
time was less than two hundred souls, it will be seen that 
they occupied no small part in the public affairs of the 
day and were foremost in action when it came to the 
question of the defence of their country. It is a fact 
that in most cases the Jewish citizens were invited by 
the Governor to accept commissions in the army, as they 
were recognized as being the type desirable for such 
appointments. The loyalty of a Jew was never 
questioned. 

During the Fenian Raids in 1870, Capt. David A. 
Hart was in command of the 1st Prince of Wales’ Rifles, 
on active service, and took part in the important events. 
His brother, Lewis A. (sons of Alexander T. Hart) was on 
duty at Laprairie. Reuben Hart and other members of 
this family also were on duty at this time, as were also 
members of the Joseph family. Major R. Sullivan David, 
a son of Dr. A. H. David, and Henry Benjamin were also 
officers of the militia on active 



Expeditionary Force, did not place Jews in a category 
by themselves. A Jew who was born in England is 
recorded as being of English birth, and the same applies 
to Jews born in any other country, that is, they were 
designated as citizens of the country in which they were 
born. Consequently, the only figures available with 
regard to Jews are the number who, on enlistment, 
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five sons, three were members of the C 
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INTERCOLLEGIATE MENORAH ASSOCIATION 

FOR THE STUDY AND ADVANCEMENT OF 
JEWISH CULTURE AND IDEALS 


I N CANADA there are four Mcnorah Societies affiliat¬ 
ed with the Intercollegiate Menorah Association. 
They are at the following universities: McGill Uni¬ 
versity, University of Toronto, University of Manitoba 
and University of British Columbia. 

The purpose of these Societies is the study and dis¬ 
cussion of all aspects of Jewish life, past and present, 
approached from a non-partisan unbiased point of view. 
This purpose is carried out by holding regular forums 
addressed by either local or out-of-town speakers, or by 
the students themselves; by the formation of study 
groups led by Rabbis or other persons competent to 
lead study work; by the presentation of plays, concerts, 
debates, symposia, etc. 

Among the speakers to address the McGill Univer¬ 
sity Menorah during the past year were Dr. Schmarya 
Levin of the World Zionist Organization, Mr. Henry 
■Weinfield, barrister, of Montreal, Mr. Louis Fitch, also 
a barrister, of Montreal, and Mr. Maurice Samuel of 
the Zionist Organization of America. The meetings 
conducted by the students consisted of a debate between 
the Freshman and Sophomore members of the Menorah 
Society on the question, “Resolved, that Jews should 
develop a distinct cultural life in America as well as in 
Palestine”, and a symposium on the subject “The Chosen 
People”. A study group was conducted by a graduate 
member of the McGill Menorah on “The Origin of the 

An Inter-Menorah debate was held between the 
Societies of the University of Toronto and McGill 
University at Montreal on February 21, 1925. The 
subject was: “Resolved, that the Jews of the Diaspora, 
while continuing to lend material aid toward the up¬ 
building of the Jewish Homeland, should leave its poli¬ 
tical, social and religious structure to be determined 
by the Jews of Palestine alone. ” 

At the University of Toronto regular meetings were 
also held, with one meeting a month, an open one, to 


which all interested townspeople were invited. Dr. 
Schmarya Levin and Mr. Henry Hurwitz, Chancellor 
of the Intercollegiate Menorah Association addressed 
this group. 

The Menorah Society of the University of Manitoba, 
besides holding regular meetings addressed by Rabbi 
Morton Goldberg, Professor J. H. Heinzelman of the 
German Department of the University and Professor 
Guthrie Perry, also of the faculty, and other meetings 
addressed by the students, succeeded in conducting four 
study groups on the following subjects: “The Story of 
the Bible,” “The Jew in Literature”, “The History of 
Zionism”, and “Discussion of Articles in The Menorah 
Journal”. 

In addition, this Society presented their third 
annual play, “If You Were A Jew” by Sholom Aleichem, 
translated for the first time from the Yiddish by a mem¬ 
ber of the Society, Mr. N. B. Zimmerman. 

The Society at the University of British Columbia 
was only recently organized, having affiliated with the 
Intercollegiate Menorah Association in January 1925. 
A number of interesting meetings have already been held 
and the interest and enthusiasm displayed by the stu¬ 
dents there augur well for the future success of this 
Menorah Society. 

One of the ways in which the Intercollegiate Men¬ 
orah Association assists the Societies is by furnishing 
them with syllabi, bibliographies, and pamphlets. 
Among the syllabi supplied within the past year were: 
“The Jew in the Modern World”, “Jewish Factors in 
Western Civilization”, and “An Outline of Jewish 
History”; and the pamphlets were “Escaping Judaism” 
by Professor Harry A. Wolfson of Harvard, and “The 
Hebrew Contribution to the Americanism of the Future ” 
by Professor Hartley Burr Alexander of Nebraska. 
Menorah members are also entitled to the regular receipt 
of The Menorah Journal, the bi-monthly magazine 
published by the Intercollegiate Menorah Association. 
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THE JEWISH WAR ORPHANS COMMITTEE OF CANADA 


T HE story of the Jewish War Orphans Committee is 
entitled to be described as one of the romances of 
Canadian Jewish life. Conceived in time of grave 
emergency, raised swiftly to full maturity of service, 
and carrying out a relief and rescue work that was as 
unique as it was humanitarian and practical, the Com¬ 
mittee surely have the right to pride themselves upon 
having carved a deep and lasting niche in the annals of 
Jewish accomplishment. 

It was in the summer of 1920 that the pitiable con¬ 
dition of the Jewish child population of Ukrainia first 
came to the attention of Canadian Jewry in a direct and 


to stir up the fullest sympathy of Mrs. Preiman, it was 
a story of children in distress, particularly orphans, and 
she promptly pledged herself to the pressing cause. 
She wasted no time getting matters started and ar¬ 
ranged a conference with Mr. F. C. Blair, then secretary 
of the Department of Immigration and Colonization, 
which was attended by herself. Prof. Heifetz, and Mr. 
Hershman. The situation was fully explained to Mr. 
Blair and permission asked for the admission of 1,000 
orphans from Ukrainia, to be adopted by Canadian 
Jewish families. Consideration was promised by the 
departmental authorities who evinced every desire to 
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formed, and also to ensure proper 
ctions and districts. On Oct. 1st, 
le name of Mrs. Freiman and Prof. 
:aders in the different communities 
eading as follows: 

: you to be guest at Dominion- 
of delegates of Jewish Ukrain- 


and committees:—Mrs. A. J. Freiman, Ottawa 
Dominion President; A. J. Freiman, Ottawa, 
executive chairman; Max Steinkopf, Winnipeg, 
first vice-chairman; Sam Kronick, Toronto, 
vice-chairman; Lionel Coviensky, Montreal, thir 
chairman; D. S. Friedman, Montreal, Dominion t 
er; Max Mains, Winnipeg, Man., Dominion sec 




Ukrainia to homes selected and waiting for them, such he had gained an enviable record in service during the 
as was to be done by Canada. 

Very valuable assistance was 
Mrs. Anna Selick of Toronto, who 
retary for the Province of Ontario, 
cities and towns doing organizing wc 
chapters, B’nai B’rith lodges, local 
Women, Hebrew ladies’ auxiliary 
ladies’ auxiliaries, all co-operated he 
The campaign on December 26th, 
participated in by thousands of worli 
$96,000 was raised to finance the i 


tremendous quantities of children’s 
tributed, over 43 huge cases beii 
abroad. The City of Winnipeg rai: 
the purpose of buying clothing a 
Soecial attention had been eiven to 
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officer to supervise the health of the orphans unplaced. 

Following a visit to Canada of a delegation headed 
by Dr. Leo Motzkin of the Jewish World Relief Con¬ 
ference, Paris, the Committee met to consider the 
advisability of voting part of the moneys left on hand for 
the work of the Conference in succouring the orphans 
of the Ukraine. The meeting was held on Feb. 8, 1924, 
and the sum of $12,000 was voted, this amounting when 
remitted to 255,861 francs. With this money, the Con¬ 
ference opened a kitchen in Elizavetgrad, Russia, where 
500 children v T ere fed daily. The kitchen was located in 
the heart of the Jewish quarter, where resided 'the poor¬ 
est of the poor’. 

On Feb. 10, 1925, the Toronto committee held a 
banquet in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Freiman, at which 


there were many leading members of the local com¬ 
munity, and speeches were delivered which extolled the 
humanitarian work which both Mr. and Mrs. Freiman 
had directed to a successful conclusion. 

The work of the Jewish War Orphans Committee 
has been worth while in every way. Nearly 150 children 
were brought to Canada. They were undoubtedly 
saved from a hopeless situation from which it is quite 
probable that they would have eventually been victims. 
They are all giving promise of becoming good citizens, 
and are also being brought up to manhood and woman¬ 
hood in an environment which will enable them to live 
the true Jewish life. Cold statistics cannot be used to 
measure the value of the Committee’s contribution 
toward the welfare of humanity. 
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JEWISH WAR RELIEF ACTIVITIES IN CANADA 

By S. K. B. 


U PON the outbreak of the World War, a commercial note that on Sunday, September 12th, 1915, when the 
depression set in throughout Canada and the first round up was made, seventy-eight volunteers visited 
financial position of the Jewish organizations of two thousand, one hundred and fifty-four homes and 
Montreal became very serious. Communal leaders in collected from one thousand, five hundred and forty-one 
this city met on November 23rd, 1914, under the chair- boxes—two hundred and forty-two dollars and forty-one 
manship of Mr. S. W. Jacobs, K.C., to devise ways and cents ($242.41). This amount comprised 5,700 single 
means to cope with the situation. This resulted in a cents, which serves as an indication of the participation 
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ers’ relief. From the date of its inception S20.000 was 
Sth, 1919, the Committee raised in Mont- Societies of < 
25. $4,084.68 was raised from the smaller took a deep in 
ntheProvinceofOuebec. Ontario collected The first 


monton contributed 86,200, Calgary : 
katchewan raised $5,795.50 of which Rej 
$4,770.45. New Brunswick raised $3,{ 
John collected $3,236.45. Smaller am. 
received from Newfoundland and a 
Manitoba. The total amount raised b 
Jewish Committee up to January 2 
$271,118.18. 

Most of the funds collected by tl 
were transmitted to the War Victims 
London, England. However, as the ye; 
Canadian Jewish Committee came into 
Joint Distribution Committee in New Y< 
former commenced to send large sums of 

Early in 1919, the dissenting relief c< 
to realize the advisability of unity by Ca 
order to increase collections for war relie 
of the relief organizations introduced a 
Jewish war relief work in Canada. We 
this separately at the conclusion of this ai 


Russian-Polish Society 
le Russian-Polish Society was formed by Ca 
its of Polish origin. It collected some mo: 
ief of “landslite” in Poland. 


Canadian Alliance of Ukrainian Jews 
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making propaganda for the cause. An approximate 
amount of §390,000 in cash was raised by this organi¬ 
zation. It also collected clothing, tools and supplies 
valued at §100,000. Most of the funds were collected 
by a special collection brigade of two hundred young 
boys and girls who made periodical visits to Jewish 

Mr. Marcus Hyman of Winnipeg was the President; 
Messrs. Almazov, M. A. Gray and Max Mains acted 
as Secretaries during the time of its existence. 

Up to 1918, the Western Canada Relief Alliance 
forwarded its money direct to Poland, Roumania, Pales¬ 
tine and the Balkan States. After that date, it sent 
money to the Joint Distribution Committee, the People’s 
Relief Committee, World Relief Committee and the 
Idgescom in Moscow. A large amount of clothing and 
also $25,000 in cash for the purchase of medicines were 
sent, as above stated, directly to Russia with the delega¬ 
tion of the Ukrainian Verband. 

The Winnipeg Branch of the Ukrainian Verband was 
a constituent Society of the Western Canada Relief 
Alliance. 


Palestine Helping Hand Fund 

This campaign for war relief in Palestine was in¬ 
augurated, organized and carried out early in 1919 under 
the Chairmanship of Mrs. A. J. Freiman of Ottawa. 
$159,297.21 was raised in cash and $20,000 was raised in 
clothing. The Zionist Organization in Canada through 
the Hadassah branches gave Mrs. Freiman splendid co¬ 
operation. It must be mentioned that there were ap¬ 
preciable contributions in cash collected from non-Jews 

The clothing was sent with the assistance of the 
Canadian Red Cross to London free of charge. The 
Women’s Zionist Organization took care of the supplies in 
London and reshipped them to Palestine for distribution. 
The money was sent to Dr. Chaim Weitzman, President 
of the World Zionist Organization. A large part of the 
money was used for the Passover needs of the populace 
in Palestine. The balance was handed over to the 
American Medical Unit of Hadassah and was used for 
other purposes along the same lines as the Palestine 
Restoration Fund. 

Canadian Jewish War Orphans Committee 


account of the children adopted in the v 
Canada:— 

Montreal. 

Toronto. 

St. John, N.B. 

Ottawa. 

Sydney. 

Winnipeg. 

Halifax. 

Woodstock. 

Hamilton. 

Bateman, Sask. 

New Waterford. 
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Of the rest, twelve children were sent to the Unite 
States to join their relatives and ten children were place 
in private homes at the expense of the Committee. Or 
of the money collected by the Committee, about $20,0C 
was used for the transportation of the children froi 
Europe and for the expenses of the delegation. Tf 
Committee also sent some money to the World Reli 
Conference and continued to spend money on the chile 
ren placed in private homes. The Committee still he 
a balance on hand. 

Associated Jewish War Relief Societies of Canada 

The idea of centralizing the relief work in Canad 
gained ground as the war continued. It was felt that 
campaign by united Jewry would result in an increase ( 
subscriptions and thereby help the cause greatly. Who 
Canadian Jewry began to organize for the first Canadia 
Jewish Congress, a united front to aid our poor and su 
fering brethren in Europe financially and politically wi 
decided upon. 

On February 16th, 1919, the first meeting of re] 
resentatives of the Canadian Jewish Committee, Centr: 
Relief Committee and the People's Relief Committee w: 
held in the Baron de Hirsch Institute under the chai 
manship of Mr. Lyon Cohen. The Canadian Jewk 
Committee was represented by Mr. Cohen, Rev. D 
H. Abramowitz, Rabbi S. Schwartz, Al. Lesser, I 
Wolofsky andMiss Hattie Silverman. The Central Reli 
Committee was represented by N. Sloves, M. La-— 
Rabbi H. Cohen. Alderman T.vnn W Taeohs S Gnttr 
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be obtained commenced its financial operations) to June 5th, 192J 
ill unite and the sum of 3363,194.50. The Ontario division of tl 
sore-stricken Associated Jewish War Relief Societies collected 3184,100 
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A CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF EVENTS 

OF INTEREST TO CANADIAN JEWRY 


1724 

Aug. 16th—Aaron Hart bom in London, England. 

1731 

Jan. 29th—David Gradis made a citizen of Bordeaux, 
France. 

1752 

April 17th—Ship " Benjamin ” owned by Gradis, sailed 
with provisions for the colonists in Cana¬ 
da. 

1759 

Aug. 21st—Royal Letters Patent granted to Abraham 
Gradis. 

1760 

June 10th—Aaron Hart made a Free Mason in New 
York. 

Sept. 8th—Aaron Hart—the first Jew to settle in Can¬ 
ada, entered Montreal as Staff Officer with 
General Amherst. 


1776 

Oct. 12th—Lazarus David died in Montreal—the first 
Jew to be buried in Canada. 

1777 

—The first synagogue erected in Canada, at 
Montreal. 

—Jacob Kuhn appointed Court Cryer in 
Montreal. 

1778 

Feb. 13th—Rev. Jacob Cohen, of London, Eng., elected 
Minister of Montreal Congregation. 

Sept. —Levy Solomons elected Parnas, and Uriah 

Judah, GabayoftheCongregation. Isaac 
Judah, Meyer Michaels and Andrew 
Hays fined for refusing to accept office. 

1779 

Aug. 10th—Benjamin Hart born at Three Rivers. 


1761 to 1763 

—Samuel Judah, Lazarus David, Uriel Mor- 
esco, Abraham Franks, Levy Solomons, 
Ezekiel Solomons, Manuel Gomez, Simon 
Levy, Meyer Michaels, Fernandez de 
Fonseca, Hananiel Garcia, Jacob de 
Maurera, Andrew Hays, Isaac Judah, 
Uriahjudah, JosephBindona, and Emanu¬ 
el de Cordova settled in Montreal, Three 
Rivers, and Quebec. 

1764 

Dec. 8th—David David born at Montreal. 

—Second Post Office in Canada opened in 
Aaron Hart's house at Three Rivers. 

1766 

Oct. 22nd—Samuel David bom at Montreal. 

1768 

Jan. 14th—Aaron Hart married to Dorothea Judah in 
London, Eng. 

—Congregation “Shearith Israel” formed at 
Montreal. 

Nov. 26th—Moses Hart bom at Three Rivers. 

1770 

May 15th—Ezekiel Hart bom at Three Rivers. 


1780 

July 17th—Abraham Gradis died at Bordeaux, France. 

Odt. 2nd—David Franks arrested in Philadelphia, 
charged with giving aid to the British. 

1783 

Oct. 14th—Jewish Loyalists granted lands in the East¬ 
ern Townships. 

1784 

May 6th—Decision given by Appeal Court in action 
taken by Rev. J. Cohen vs Congregation 
“Shearith Israel”. 

1789 

Mar. 23rd—Samuel Judah died at New York. 

1791 

—Duke of Kent entertained at home of Aaron 
Hart. 

1792 

May 18th—Levy Solomons died at Montreal. 

1800 

—Aaron Hart donated land in Three Rivers 
for Jewish cemetery. 

Dec. 28th—Aaron Hart died and was buried at Three 


1775 

—Ground purchased for cemetery in Montreal. J an. 

—David Salesby Franks elected Parnas of 

Congregation. Mar. 

—Several Jewish signatures on petition asking 

for a House of Assembly for Quebec. April 

—David S. Franks arrested in Montreal 

charged with seditious utterances. Sept. 

—Henry Joseph bom in England. 

—Aaron Hart and other Jews, Loyalist officers. 

—Levy Solomons ordered by General Mont¬ 
gomery to establish hospitals for the April 
American troops. 


1801 

21st—Meyer Michaels arrived in Montreal from 
the Mississippi. 

7th—Accounts received of the “Ewrelta" arriving 
in England. 

15th—Meyer Michaels left for the “western coun¬ 
try". 

7th—Yom Kippur. Accounts received in Mont¬ 
real of the capture of Egypt. 

1802 

7th—Samuel David elected curator of Davidson 
Estate. 
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1803 

July 20th—Water-works pipes first laid in Montreal. 
Aug. 7th—Samuel David accompanied other officers to 
Lachine to review Militia. 

Sept. 5th—Meyer Michaels and others arrived in Mont¬ 
real from Mackinac. 

Sept. 28th—Henry Joseph married to Rachel Solomons. 
Dec. 8th—Jews of Montreal subscribed to building of 
English church. 


1804 

July 26th—Moses David arrived in Montreal from 
Detroit in 7 days. 

1805 

—Jacob Franks erected first saw and grist mill 

Mar. ,30th—David and Samuel David present at dinner 
given by the Merchants’ Association of 
Montreal to members who voted against 
the tax on commerce. 


1806 

Jan. 24th—Jewish residents of Montreal among those 
who dined at “Hamiltons” to celebrate 
the news of Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar. 

Feb. 28th—Benjamin Lyons died at Montreal. 

1807 

Jan. 29th—Ezekiel Hart elected to Assembly of Lower 
Canada. 

Feb. 20th—Ezekiel Hart expelled from Assembly as a 
Jew. 

July 3rd—Wm. Hyman of Gaspe born in Russia. 

Sept. 24th—Solicitor-General of England declared Jews 
eligible to sit in Legislature. 


1808 

May 10th—Ezekiel Hart elected the second time. 


Oct. 9th—Aaron Hart David born a 

Nov. —Benjamin Hart advance 
General the amount ne 
the forts on the St. Lav 
—Many Jewish officers on s 
dian troops. 

—Benjamin Hart advanced 
to pay recruits. 

1813 

Mar. 9th—Isaac Judah died. 

Nov. 1st—Appeal made for Patriotic 
sufferers in Upper Can: 

Dec. 10th—Samuel David appointed : 
al Court Martial. 

1814 

Apl. 11th—Adolphus Hart born at Th 

June 8th—Jacob Henry Joseph born 

Sept. 26th—Moses David died at f 
Canada. 

Dec. 19th—Jews of Montreal present 
Sir James Yeo and Gei 

1815 

Nov. 14 th—Abraham Joseph born at 

Nov. 25th—Abraham Joseph Sr., died 

1816 

May 11th—Benjamin Levy married 
Seixas of New York. 

1817 

Jan. 14th—Samuel David appointed 
Grand Jury. 

Feb. 14th—Subscription taken up for ] 
1500 on list in need of wo< 

July 16th—Jesse Joseph born at Berth 
—Reference made to Jews ir 


May 5th—Ezekiel Hart expelled the second time. 

May 15th—Bill introduced to declare Jews ineligible to 
sit in the Assembly. 

May 15th—Assembly dissolved by the Governor, Sir 
James Craig, so that Bill could not be 

Aug. 22nd—Sir James Craig acted as god-father to son 
of Ezekiel Hart. 

Oct. 8th—Ezekiel Hart offered nomination for third 


1810 

Mar. 5th—Citizens of Montreal signed addressof thanks 
to the Governor for his firmness in dis¬ 
solving the Assembly. 


1811 

Oct. 27th—Rabbi Lyons and Mr. Seixas of the “Shear- 
ith Israel” congregation, New York, pay 
pastoral visit to Montreal and Three 
Rivers, performing needed rites. 


1818 

Feb. 27th—Henry Joseph, M. J. H 
David charter members 
Montreal. David Dav 
Director. 


1820 

Aug. 30th—Isaac Valentine of Three K 
Miss Phoebe Hays. 


1822 

Apl. 11th—David David elected presid 
mittee of Trade”. 

May 12th—Dr. de la Motta of New Yor 
visit to Canada. 

Sept. 24th—Yom Kippur—services he 
Benjamin Hart. 

Dec. 3rd—Every doctor in Montre; 

David David’s to watcl 
formed on him by Dr. Ne 


1823 

Apl. 1st—Samuel David gazetted L 

Long Point Division of ' 
June 11th—Levy Solomons died in Nev 


9th—Samuel David, Meyer Michaels, Benjamin 
Franks, Benjamin Solomons, David Da¬ 
vid, Alexander Hart, Henry Joseph, Ben- 


1824 

Jan. 3rd—Samuel David died in Me 

1825 

Sent. 18th—Dr. Abraham de Sola bom 
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182G 

—Nathan Green bom at Amsterdam. 

1827 

Aug. 17th—Mrs. Aaron Hart died at Three Rivers. 

—Heirs of Aaron Hart donate cemetery in 
Three Rivers to Jews of the Province. 

—Lewis Samuel born at Hull, England. 

1828 

Dec. 4th—Jews of Montreal petition Legislature to be 
incorporated as a religious body. 

1829 

—Aaron Rosenthal bom in Germany. 

—Moses Bilsky born in Russia. 

1830 

—Eleazer David admitted to practise as 
advocate. 

1831 

Jan. 3rd—Jews petitioned Legislature of Lower Can¬ 
ada that they be granted full civil rights. 

Jan. 5th—Mrs. Samuel David died in Montreal. 

Feb. 7th—Samuel Becancour Hart petitioned Legislat¬ 
ure to allow his appointment as magis¬ 
trate, taking an oath in a manner accept¬ 
able to a Jew. 

■—Religious census shows 107 Jews in Lower 

1832 

Jan. 1st—David Oppenheimer bom in Bavaria. 

Apl. 12th—Bill passed giving full civil rights to Jews in 
Lower Canada. 

June 21st—Henry Joseph died at Berthier. 

—Abraham Joseph settled in Quebec. 

—Cholera outbreak in Lower Canada. 


1833 

Jan. 30th—Jacob Hirsch born in Germany. 

—Toronto directory shows L. Joseph, Arthur 
Wellington Hart, William Myers, P. J. 
Samuel and S. Sylvester as residents of 
that town. 

—Levey Brothers and Henry Benjamin settle 
in Quebec; Henry Benjamin opening up 
largest dry-goods store in that town. 


1834 

July 2nd—Aaron H. David passed his examinations 
at the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Edinburgh, and returned to 
Montreal to practise. 

Aug. 13th—Mrs. Seixas Nathan died in New York. 

Aug. 30th—Moses Hart candidate in Three Rivers for 
Assembly. 

Sept. 16th—Ezekiel Hart died in Three Rivers. 

—Adolph Goldstein born in Russian Poland. 

—Samuel and Goodman Benjamin established 
wholesale dry-goods business in Toronto. 


1835 

Mar. 11th—A. Judah died at Three Rivers. 

Mav 23rd—Eleazer David vazetted as T.ieut. and Ad- 


May 25th—F. Hart received the degree of M.D. from 
McGill College. 

May 31st—Cornerstone of new synagogue sold to 
M. E. David for fifty pounds. 

June 1st—Cornerstone of new synagogue in Montreal 
laid. 

July 30th—E. D. David in charge of cavalry escort to 
Lord Aylmer. 

Sept. 17th—Alexander Hart died in Montreal, buried in 
Three Rivers. 

Sept. 25th—Miss Fanny David elected an officer in the 
Ladies’ Benevolent Society, Montreal. 

1836 

Jan. 28th—Samuel David took part in benefit per¬ 
formance at Theatre Royal, Montreal, 
for General Hospital. 

Feb. 7th—Mrs. J. Levey died in New York. 

Feb. 10th—Capt. E. David one of stewards at Bachelors’ 
Ball, Montreal. 

May 10th—Moses Hart’s steamer “Toronto” arrived 
at Montreal from sea. 

June 23rd—Thomas Judah delegate from Three Rivers 
to Constitutional Society. 

July 21st—Champlain and St. Lawrence Railway 
opened at Laprairie. 

July 27th—A. P. Hart’s mare won the King’s Plate at 
Three Rivers Races—first time raced in 
Canada. 

Oct. 12th—Dr. A. H. David married in Montreal to 
Miss Catherine Joseph, by Isaac Valen- 

Oct. 24th—Eleazer and Samuel David in charge of 
cavalry patrol in Montreal, to put down 

Nov. 14th—Capt. E. David in charge of first paid 
military watch in Montreal. 


Aug. 

Sept. 


Dec. 

Dec. 


1837 

4th—Montreal Whist Club met at Dr. David’s. 
16th—Herman Valentine an U.E.L. died in New 
York. 

1st—Jacob Levey died in New York. 

17th—Aaron Philip Hart examiner at Bar Ex¬ 
aminations at Montreal. 

4th—Capt. E. David in charge of cavalry at 
proclamation of Queen Victoria, in Mont- 


5th—Benjamin Hart and Moses Judah Hays 
gazetted as magistrates for the District 
of Montreal. 

20th—Capt. David elected secretary of the Racing 
Association. 

8th—Mr. Bernstein appointed Hebrew teachei 
in Montreal. 

6th—Jacob Hoffstetter, a loyalist Jewish officer 
severely beaten by the radicals. 

—Capt. David instructed by magistrates tc 
order out cavalry. 

1st—Eleazer David promoted Major by Sii 
John Colborne for gallantry at Batth 
of St. Charles. 

13th—Major David in command of cavalry escort 
ing Sir John Colborne to St. Martine 

16th—M. Samuel David carried despatches to Si: 
John Colborne. 

—Jacob Joseph carried despatches from Si 
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1838 

an. 13th—Samuel David carried despatches from Sir 
John Colborne to Sir F. B. Head at 
Toronto. 

m. 17th—Abraham Hart died at Three Rivers. 

in. 27th—Major David appointed acting Quarter¬ 
master-General. 

eb. 20th—Large Ball at David’s—all the military 
present. 

eb. 27th—Lieut. S. David in charge of escort at 
swearing in of Sir John Colborne, as 
Governor-General. 

lar. 4th—Col. A. P. Hart carried despatches to the 
British Ambassador at New York. 

lar. 5th—Samuel David appointed Adjutant, Mount 
Royal Cavalry. 

ug. 25th—New Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue 
dedicated—Myer Levy officiated. 

ug. 31st—Sale of seats for new Montreal synagogue. 

lov. 11th—Samuel David attached to Sir John Col- 
bome’s staff. 

iov. 18th—Emergency meeting of St. Paul’s Lodge, 
A.F. & A.M. to initiate Jacob Joseph and 
Theodore Hart. 

—Judah G. Joseph and Henry A. Joseph 
settled in Toronto. 


Sept. 12th—Congregation of German and Pol 
formed in Montreal. 

—Common schools established ir 
Canada. 

1847 

Jan. 13th—Samuel David resigned as Senior 
Warden in the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, A.F. & A.M. 

Jan. 22nd—Dr. Abraham de Sola appointed I 
Shearith Israel Congregation, A 

Mar. 9th—M. S. David re-elected Secretary 
Turf Club. 

July 16th—-Lewis Alexander Hart born at Thre 

Sept. 18th—Magistrate Jacob Cohen born in 

Sept. 23rd—Dr. A. H. David attended me 
College of Physicians at Quebec. 

Oct. 5th—First telegraphic connection betwee 

real and Quebec. 

Oct. 13th—M. J. Hays gave the principal spee< 
Cattle Show, Montreal. 

Oct. 30th—Edmund Scheuer born at Berncaste 
Moselle. 

—Moses J. Hays operated theatre in M 
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1853 

May 22nd—Rev. Meldola de Sola born at Montreal. 

June 9th—Several killed in religious riots in Montreal. 

1854 

—Mark and Lewis Samuel became residents 
of Toronto. 

1855 

—Harris Vineberg born in Lithuania. 

1856 

Sept. 7th—Toronto Hebrew Congregation organized. 

1857 

—Noah Friedman settled at North Lancaster, 
Ont. 

—Moses Bilsky settled at Ottawa. 

—Jacob Hirsch arrived in Montreal. 

-—Levy Brothers, Hamilton, established whole¬ 
sale jewellery business. 

—M. and L. Samuel, Toronto, established 
wholesale hardware business. 

1858 

Aug. 15th—Clarence I. de Sola born at Montreal. 

—Nathan Green, Solomon Hart and Henry 
Levy settled in St. John, N.B. 

—Jewish community started in Victoria, B.C. 

—Wm. Hyman elected Mayor of Cape Rosier, 
Quebec. 

—Dr. Abraham de Sola given degree of LL.D. 
by McGill College. 

—Henry Jacobs and Michael Michaels started 
first cigar factory in Canada, at Dundas. 

1859 

Jan. 11th—Samuel Becancour Hart died at Three 

1860 

May 22nd—German and Polish Synagogue, Montreal, 
consecrated. 

—Oppenheimer Brothers started business in 
Yale, B.C. 

—Abraham Nordheimer died in Germany. 

1861 

Sept. 23rd—Louis Rubenstein born in Montreal. 

Dec. 11th—Jacob Goldstein born at Quebec. 

—Rabbi Solomon Jacobs born in England. 

—Samuel Davis started first cigar factory in 
Montreal. 

1862 

—Rabbi Hirsch Cohen born in Poland. 

—Reuben Brainin born in Russia. 

—Lewis Samuel elected President, Holy Blos¬ 
som Congregation, Toronto. 

1863 

Jan. 1st—Wm. Diamond born in Poland. 

Mar. 15th—David S. Friedman born at North Lan¬ 
caster, Ont. 

May 13th—Maxwell Goldstein born at Quebec. 

June 3rd—Cornerstone of Congregation Emanuel, 
Victoria, laid. 

July 23rd—Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent Society, 
Montreal, organized—L. Levey elected 
President. 

—Anshe Sholom Congregation, Hamilton, 
incorporated by Parliament of Canada. 

—Charles King established tannery at Whitby. 


1864 

Jan. 1st—Leo Frankel born in Germany. 

Feb. 7th—Michael Hirsch born at Richmond, Que. 
Aug. 4th—Mark Workman born at Buffalo, N.Y. 

1865 

Feb. 3rd—David Sweet born in Russia. 

July 3rd—Elias Pullan born in Lithuania. 

—Henry Nathan elected Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M., of British 
Columbia. 

—Judge Samuel Shultz born at Victoria, B.C. 

1866 

Feb. 6th—Sir Mortimer B. Davis born at Montreal. 
—David A. Ansell settled in Montreal. 

—Frank D. Benjamin born in London, Eng. 
—Charles L. Levey elected President, Young 
Men’s Hebrew Benevolent Society, Mont- 


1869 

—J. L. Samuel elected President, Young Men’s 
Hebrew Benevolent Society, Montreal. 

—Lewis A. Hart admitted to practise as 
Notary Public. 

1870 

—Henry Nathan elected to British Columbia 
Legislature. 

—Jacob G. Ascher elected President, Young 
Men’s Hebrew Benevolent Society, Mont- 

—David A. Hart in command of service 
company of Prince of Wales’ Rifles during 
Fenian Raids. 

—Dr. A. H. David appointed Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Bish¬ 
op’s College. 


May 6th—Samuel W. Jacobs, K.C., M.P., born at 
Lancaster, Ont. 

Nov. 16th—Young Men’s Hebrew Benevolent Society, 
Montreal, incorporated. 

Nov. —Henry Nathan elected to Dominion Parlia¬ 

ment from Victoria, by acclamation. 

—Edmund Scheuer settled in Hamilton. 

—Sigismund Mohr settled in Quebec. 

1872 

Oct. 8th—Rabbi I. I. Kahanovitch born in Poland. 

Dec. 21st—Rabbi Joseph Corcos born at Mogador, 
Morocco. 

—Dr. Abraham de Sola opened the United 
States’ Congress with prayer. 

—Edward Moss died in London, Eng. 

—Edmund Scheuer established the first Jew¬ 
ish Sabbath School in Ontario, at Hamil¬ 
ton. 

—Seilim Franklin elected to British Columbia 
Legislature. 

—Lumby Franklin elected Mayor of Victoria. 

1873 

—Edmund Scheuer elected President of Anshe 
Sholom Congregation, Hamilton. 

1874 

Nov. 12th—Jacob A. Jacobs born at Montreal. 

—David A. Hart received degree of M.D., 
C.M., from University of Bishop’s Col¬ 
lege. 
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1890 

Feb. 11th—Louis Rubenstein won figure-skating cham¬ 
pionship of the world at St. Petersburg, 
Russia. 

—Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, Stanley 
Street, Montreal, dedicated. 

—Baron de Hirsch gave $20,000 for relief 
work in Canada. 

—Benjamin Zimmerman appointed Justice 
of the Peace, Winnipeg. 

—Act passed by Quebec Legislature placing 
Jewish congregations on equal basis with 
Christian. 

1891 

Sept. 14th—Rabbi B. R. Brickner bom at New York. 

1892 

Sept. 16th—Synagogue of Temple Emanu-El, Montreal, 
dedicated. 

—Lewis A. Hart elected President, Young 
Men’s Hebrew Benevolent Society, Mont- 

—William Diamond settled in Calgary. 

—Chovey Zion Society organized in Montreal. 

—Young Men’s Hebrew Association .formed 
in Winnipeg. 

1893 

Jan. —Lazarus Cohen visited Palestine as a Zionist 

delegate. 

May 23rd—Gershom Joseph appointed Queen’s Counsel 
by Lord Stanley. 

Dec. 15th—Sigismund Mohr died. 

—D. A. Ansell elected President, Young 
Men’s Hebrew Benevolent Society, Mont- 

-—Shearith Israel Congregation, Montreal, 
celebrated 125th anniversary. 

1895 

Oct. 30th—Samuel Davis died in Montreal. 

—Adath Jeshuran Congregation formed in 
Ottawa. 

—Mortimer B. Davis elected President, Ameri¬ 
can Tobacco Company of Canada. 

1896 

Apl. 21st—Baron de Hirsch died in Hungary. 

May 17th—Union Prayer Book adopted by Temple 
Emanu-El Congregation, Montreal. 

—Rev. Meldola de Sola officiated at laying of 
cornerstone of Spanish and Portuguese 
Synagogue, New York. 

1897 

July —Central Conference of American Rabbis 

met in Montreal. 

Sept. •—Bond Street Synagogue, Toronto, dedicated. 

Dec. 10th—"The Jewish Times” founded in Montreal 
by Lyon Cohen. 

Dec. 21st—Mrs. Samuel Davis died in Montreal. 

—Council of Jewish Women, Toronto, or¬ 
ganized. 

—Rev. Meldola de Sola officiated at dedica¬ 
tion of Spanish and Portuguese Synago¬ 
gue, New York. 

1898 

Mar. 13th—Agudath Zion Society, Montreal, organized. 

—Talmud Torah opened in Montreal. 

—Ottawa Ladies’ Hebrew Benevolent Society 
organized. 


Jan. 11th—Synagogue consecrated at St. John, N.B. 

Apl. 1st—Baroness de Hirsch died in Paris. 

Apl. 27th—Rev. Marcus Berner established Jewish 
.' colony at Yorkton, N.W.T. 

—Toronto Ladies’ Hebrew Aid Society or¬ 
ganized. 

—Henry Street Synagogue, Toronto, formed. 

1900 

Dee. 23rd—First Canadian Zionist Convention held at 
Montreal. 

—Ottawa Men’s Hebrew Benevolent Society 
organized. 

—Daughters of Israel, St. John, organized. 

—Daughters of Zion organized in Toronto. 

—Montefiore Joseph elected President, Quebec 
Board of Trade. 

—A. D. Benjamin died. 

1901 

Dec. 18th—Second Zionist Convention held at Mont¬ 
real; C. I. de Sola elected President. 

—Rabbi S. Jacobs accepted call to Holy Blos¬ 
som Synagogue, Toronto. 

—F. D. Benjamin elected President, Holy 
Blossom Congregation, Toronto. 

—Jewish cemetery at Three Rivers desecrated. 

—Dominion census shows 16,131 Jews in 
Canada. 

1902 

May 28th—Baron de Hirsch Institute, Montreal, opened 
by Lord Minto. 

Aug. —Abraham Kirschberg died in Montreal. 

■—Edmund Scheuer appointed Justice of the 
Peace for Toronto. 

. —Case of Pinsler vs Protestant Board of 
School Commissioners. 

—Nathan Green died at St. John, N.B. 

1903 

Feb. 1st—Third Zionist Convention held at Montreal. 

—Jewish community established at Regina. 

—Rabbi H. Abramowitz accepted call to Shaar 
Hashomayim Congregation, Montreal. 

—Maxwell Goldstein appointed King’s Coun- 


1904 

Feb. 24th—Jesse Joseph died at Montreal. 

July 3rd—Theodore Herzl died. 

Dec. 30th—Madame Donalda made her debut at Nice, 
France. 

—Rabbi J. Gordon accepted call to University 
Avenue Synagogue, Toronto. 

—Dr. Edward Elkan first Jew in Canada to 
graduate in Dentistry. 

—Clarence I. de Sola appointed Belgian 
Consul in Montreal. 

1905 

June 4th—Fourth Zionist Convention held at Mont¬ 
real. 

—Moses Finkelstein elected Alderman of Win¬ 
nipeg. 

—Dr. S. Sperber appointed superintendent of 
Victoria Memorial Hospital, Manchester, 
England. 

—Orthodox Congregation organized at Van¬ 
couver. 

—Winnipeg Talmud Torah organized. 
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bs elected President, Baron de 
istitute, Montreal. 

:nsary opened at Montreal, 
[aternity Hospital, Montreal, 

visli Old Folks' Home organized, 
ng Chapter, I.O.D.E., organized 

lenstein elected Alderman of 

;r elected Alderman of Toronto, 
ultz appointed County Court 
Vancouver. 

reslin appointed Jewish coroner 


1915 

Hebrew Free Loan Association 

ig died at Toronto. 

dian Jewish Conference held at 

Zionist Convention held at 

Talmud Torah opened 

ine appointed editor of Toronto 

[ournal. 

1916 

la Levy died at Hamilton, 
federation of Jewish Philanthro- 
nrporated by Provincial Legis- 

:h died in Montreal, 
of Jewish Philanthropies formed 
ito. 

ilar Chapter, I.O.D.E., organized 
real. 

in Wolff elected Regent, Quebec 
al Chapter, I.O.D.E. 

.man elected President, Dominion 

inforcement Company raised in 

1 for active service. 

bs, K.C., elected Treasurer, Bar 

real. 


—Edmund Sclieuer elected President, 
Federation of Jewish Philanthroj 
—Sir Mortimer B. Davis knighted 
Majesty King George V. 

—Young Judaea Federation orgar 
Winnipeg Convention. 

—S. W. Jacobs, K.C., elected membi 
House of Commons. 



—Jewish newspaper established in V. 

1918 

Feb. 19th—Mount Sinai Chapter, Royal Arch 
instituted in Toronto. 

Apl. 29th—Rev. Meldola de Sola died in IV 

July —Disraeli Chapter, I.O.D.E., orga 

Ottawa. 

Sept. 20th—Jacob Cohen appointed Police M 
in Toronto. 

Sept. 25th—Council of Jewish Women, Mont 
ganized. 

—Vancouver Talmud Torah opened. 

—Spanish and Portuguese Synagogu 
real celebrated 150th anniversary 

—Mrs. C. I. de Sola decorated by the 
Belgium. 

—Peter Bercovitch elected to Quebec 

—Lyon W. Jacobs elected Alderman 


Jan. 




in held 


Mar. 10th—I.O.B.B. Lodge, No. 836 establ 
Toronto. 

Mar. 14th—First Canadian Jewish Congress 
Montreal. 

June 27th—I.O.B.B. Lodge, No. 739 establ 
Saskatoon. 

July 1st—Leon Goldman appointed Execu 

retary, Zionist Organization of 

Aug. 4th—I.O.B.B. Lodge, No. 833 establ 
Regina. 

Sept. 10th—Palestine Lodge, A.F. & A.M. Toronto; 
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M. J. Merritt accepted call to Temple 
anu-El, Montreal. 

late Menorah Society organized in 

Fineberg elected President, Montreal 
>rew Free Loan Association. 

Pullan elected President, Toronto 
eration of Jewish Philanthropies, 
raised throughout Canada for relief 
leedy Jews of Europe, 
h Singer elected Alderman of Toronto, 
i Solomon Jacobs died in Toronto, 
i B. R. Brickner accepted call to Holy 
ssom Synagogue, Toronto. 

Rabbi of England visited Canada. 

1921 

Hadassah Convention held at Mont- 
teenth Zionist Convention held at 

Freiman appointed by Government to 
1 permits for passports to Palestine. 
.B. Lodge, No. 885 established at 

.B. Lodge, No. 886 established at 
milton. 

Ihaim Weizmann toured Canada in 
:rests of the Zionist Organization. 
Montefiore Joseph died at Quebec, 
fewish Orphanage opened at Montreal, 
irstone of new Shaar Hashomayim 
lagogue at Westmount laid by Lyon 

in Keyfitz died at Toronto, 
lel Hirsch elected President of Federa- 
l of Jewish Philanthropies, Montreal, 
el Levy, Hamilton, appointed King’s 
tnsel. 

Green died at St. John, N.B. 

nion Census shows 126,196 Jews in 

Jacobs, K.C., re-elected to House of 
mmons. 


1922 

i re nee of Canadian Lodges, I.O.B.B., 
d at Winnipeg. 

ntroduced in Quebec Legislature to 
idate certain marriages, 
id Hadassah Convention held at Ot- 

eenth Zionist Convention at Ottawa. 
• Hashomayim Synagogue at West- 
unt consecrated. 

i Joseph Corcos accepted call to Shear- 
Israel Congregation, Montreal, 
h Columbia Board of Education decided 


—Maxwell Goldstein, K.C., ele 
lor, Bar of Montreal. 

—Dr. J. Rubin elected a Gov 
College of Dental Surgeons 
ince of Quebec. 

—Canadian Jewish Review, Tore 

1923 

Jan. 4th—Moses Bilsky died in Ottawa. 

June —Mrs. C. I. de Sola presented 

to Their Majesties, the Kin 
Oct. 28th—Mrs. (Rabbi) Jacobs died at 
Nov. 25th—Lewis Alexander Hart died a 

—Lyon Cohen elected Preside 
Federation of Jewish Philan 

—Toronto Hebrew Free Loan 
organized. 

—Joseph Singer elected to the B 
trol of the City of Toronto. 

—Samuel Factor elected to t 
Education, Toronto. 

—Benjamin Fox elected to tl 
Education, Ottawa. 

—Peter Bercovitch, K.C., M.P. 
by acclamation to the Quebe 

—Marcus Hyman elected to Boa 
tion, Winnipeg. 

—Dr. M. Finkelstein appointed 
ologist, Winnipeg. 

1924 

Jan. 5th—Third Hadassah Convention 
Jan. 6th—Nineteenth Zionist Conventior 
Mar. 21st—Cornerstone laid of Toronto 

School and Community Centre. 

Mar. —Vancouver Council of Jewish Women oi 

ganized. 

Sept. 7th—New Talmud Torah opened in 1 
Oct. 6th—Laurentian Insurance Compa: 
at Montreal. 

—Rabbi H. J. Samuel appoint 
Canadian Club, Winnipeg. 

—Quebec Talmud Torah opened. 

—Michael Hirsch, S. W. Co 
Shubert appointed by Provii 
inent members of Commiss 
on Jewish educational probli 
real. 

—Nathan Phillips elected Aide 
ronto. 

—Convention of District Grand 
I.O.B.B., at Vancouver. 

—Rabbi M. J. Mintz accepted c 
Jeshuran Congregation, Otts 

—Act passed by Quebec Legislat 
certain Jewish marriages. 

1925 
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Tabic showing days of the week and of the civil year and month on which the 
principal festivals and fasts will occur, from the year 1925 to 1951 


Purdem 

Passover 

Sliebugnoth 

Fast of Ab 
Rosh Hashana 
Kippur 
Succoth 
Hanucah 


Purdem 

Passover 

Sliebugnoth 

Fast of Ab 
Rosh Hashana 
Kippur 
Succoth 
Hanucah 


Sliebugnoth 

Fast of Ab 
Rosh Hashana 

Succoth 

Hanucah 


Purdem 

Passover 

Shebugnoth 

Fast of Ab 
Rosh Hashana 
Kippur 
Succoth 
Hanucah 


Passover 

Shebugnbth 

Fast of Ab 

Rosh Hashana 

Kippur 

Succoth 

Hanucah 


1925 

Tues. 10th March 
Thurs. 9th April 
Fri. 29th May 
Thurs. 30th July 
Sat. 19th Sept. 
Mon. 28th Sept. 
Sat. 3rd Oct. 
Sat. 12th Dec. 


1928 

Tues. 6th March 
Thurs. 5th April 
Fri. 25th May 
Thurs. 26th July 
Sat. 15th Sept. 
Mon. 24th Sept. 
Sat. 29th Sept. 
Sat. 8th Dec. 


1931 

Tues. 3rd March 
Thurs. 2nd April 
Fri. 22nd May 
Thur. 23rd July 
Sat. 12th Sept. 
Mon. 21st Sept. 
Sat. 26th Sept. 
Sat. 12th Dec. 


1934 

Thur. 1st March 
Sat. 31st March 
Sun. 20th May 
Sun. 22nd July 
Mon. 10th Sept. 
Wed. 19th Sept. 
Mon. 24th Sept. 
Sun. 2nd Dec. 


1937 

Thur. 25th Feb. 
Sat. 27 th March 
Sun. 16th May 
Sun. 18th July 
Mon. 6th Sept. 
Wed. 15th Sept. 
Mon. 20th Sept. 
Mon. 29th Nov. 


1926 

Sun. 28th Feb. 
Tues. 30th March 
Wed. 19th May 
Tues. 20th July 
Thurs. 9th Sept. 
Sat. ' 18th Sept. 
Thurs. 23rd Sept. 
Wed. 8th Dec. 


1929 

Tues. 26th March 
Thurs. 25th April 
Fri. 14th June 
Thur. 15th August 
Sat. 5th Oct. 

Mon. 14th Oct. 

Sat. 19th Oct. 

Fri. 3rd Jan. (1930) 


1932 

Tues. 22nd March 
Thur. 21st April 
Fri. 10th June 
Thur. 11th Aug. 
Sat. 1st Oct. 
Mon. 10th Oct. 
Sat. 15th Oct. 
Sat. 24th Dec. 


1935 

Tues. 19th March 
Thur. 18th April 
Fri. 7th June 
Thur. 8th Aug. 
Sat. 28th Sept. 
Mon. 7th Oct. . 
Sat. 12th Oct. 
Sat. 21st Dec. 


1938 

Thur. 17th March 
Sat. 16th April ' 
Sun. 5th June 
Sun. 7th Aug. 
Mon. 28th Sept. 
Wed. 5th Oct. 
Mon. 10th Oct. 
Sun. 18th Dec. 


1927 

Fri. 18th March 
Sun. 17th April 
Mon. 6th June 
Sun. 7th Aug. 
Tues. 27th Sept. 
Thurs. 6th Oct. 
Tues. 11th Oct. 
Mon. 19th Dec. 


1930 

Fri. 14th March 
Sun. 13th April 
Mon. 2nd June 
Sun. 3rd Aug. 
Tues. 23rd Sept. 
Thurs. 2nd Oct. 
Tues. 7th Oct. 
Mon. 15th Dec. 


1933 

Sun. 12th March 
Tues. 11th April 
Wed. 31st May 
Tues. 1st Aug. 
Thurs. 21st Sept. 
Sat. 30th Sept. 
Thur. 5th Oct. 
Wed. 13th Dec. 


1936 

Sun. 8th March 
Tues. 7th April 
Wed. 27th May 
Tues. 28th July 
Thur. 17th Sept. 
Sat. 26th Sept. 
Thur. 1st Oct. 
Wed. 9th Dec. 


1939 

Sun. 5th March 
Tues. 4th April 
Wed. 24th May 
Tues. 25th July 
Thur. 14th Sept. 
Sat. 23rd Sept. 
Thur. 28th Sept. 
Mon. 7th Dec. 
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Passover 
Shebugn6th 
Fast of Ab 
Rosh Hashana 

Succoth 

Hanucah 


Passover 

Shebugn6th 

Fast of Ab 

Rosh Hashana 

Kipphr 

Succoth 

Hanucah 


Passover 

Shebugn6th 

Fast of Ab 

Rosh Hashana 

Kippftr 

Succoth 

Hanucah 


Passover 

Shebugnbth 

Fast of Ab 

Rosh Hashana 

Kippur 

Succoth 

Hanucdh 


1940 

Sun. 24th March 
Tues. 23rd April 
Wed. 12th June 
Tues. 13th Aug. 
Thur. 3rd Oct. 
Sat. 12th Oct. 
Thur. 17th Oct. 
Mon. 30th Dec. 


1943 

Sun. 21st March 
Tues. 20th April 
Wed. 9th June 
Tues. 10th Aug. 
Thur. 30th Sept. 
Sat. 9th Oct. 
Thur. 14th Oct. 
Wed. 22nd Dec. 


1946 

Sun. 17th March 
Tues. 16th April 
Wed. ■ 5th June 
Tues. 6th Aug. 
Thurs. 26th Sept. 
Sat. 5th Oct. 
Thur. 10th Oct. 
Wed. 18th Dec. 


1949 

Tues. 15th March 
Thur. 14th April 
Fri. 3rd June 
Thur. 4th Aug. 
Sat. 24th Sept. 
Mon. 3rd Oct. 
Sat. 8th Oct. 
Fri. 16th Dec. 


1941 

Thurs. 13th March 
Sat. 12th April 
Sun. 1st June 
Sun. 3rd Aug. 
Mon. 22nd Sept. 
Wed. 1st Oct. 
Mon. 6th Oct. 
Mon. 15th Dec. 


1944 

Thurs. 9th March 
Sat. 8th April 
Sun. 28th May- 
Sun. 30th July 
Mon. 18th Sept. 
Wed. 27th Sept. 
Mon. 2nd Oct. 
Mon. 11th Dec. 


1947 

Thurs. 6th March 
Sat. 5th April 
Sun. 25th May 
Sun. 27th July 
Mon. 15th Sept. 
Wed. 24th Sept. 
Mon. 29th Sept. 
Mon. 8th Dec. 


1950 

Fri. 3rd March 
Sun. 2nd April 
Mon. 22nd May 
Sun. 23rd July 
Tues. 12th Sept. 
Thur. 21st Sept. 
Tues. 26th Sept. 
Mon. 4th Dec. 


1942 

Tues. 3rd March 
Thurs. 2nd April 
Fri. 22nd May 
Thur. 23rd July 
Sat. 12th Sept. 
Mon. 21st Sept. 
Sat. 26th Sept. 
Fri. 4th Dec. 


1945 

Tues. 27th Feb. 
Thur. 29th March 
Fri. 18th May 
Thur. 19th July 
Sat. 8th Sept. 
Mon. 17th Sept. 
Sat. 22nd Sept. 
Fri. 30th Nov. 


1948 

Thurs. 25th March 
Sat. 24th April 
Sun. 13th June 
Sun. 15th Aug. 
Mon. 4th Oct. 
Wed. 13th Oct. 
Mon. 18th Oct. 
Mon. 27th Dec. 


1951 

Thur. 22nd March 
Sat. 21st April 
Sun. 10th June 
Sun. 12th Aug. 
Mon. 1st Oct. 
Wed. 10th Oct. 
Mon. 15th Oct. 
Mon. 24th Dec. 


V 



| 


i! 
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KNIGHTS 

Sir Mortimer B. Davis 
SEIGNEURS 

SI. Marguerite \_* Aar0N Hart. *MosES Hart, *ArEli Blake Hart. 

Marquisat Dusablej 

Becancour —* Aaron Hart, *Ezekiel Hart, 'Samuel Becanour Hart, *Adolphus M. Hart. 

Courval — ‘Moses Hart, *AlExander Thomas Hart, ‘Moses A. Hart, ‘David A. Hart, * Lewis A. Hart. 
CONSULAR CORPS 

♦Jesse Joseph (Belgium). MoisESchwob (France.) *Abraham Joseph (Belgium). 

♦Clarence I. deSola (Belgium). *David A. Ansell (Mexico). 

Samuel GintzburgER (Switzerland) *SamuEL NordhEimer (Germany). 

FOREIGN DECORATIONS 
♦Jesse Joseph, Knight of the Order of Leopold (Belgium). 

♦Clarence I. deSola, Chevalier, Order of Leopold (Belgium). 

Mrs. C. I. deSola, Order of Elizabeth (Belgium); Cross of Mercy (Serbia). 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
♦Ezekiel Hart, Legislature of Lower Canada, 1808-9. 

♦Henry Nathan, Legislature of British Columbia, 1870; House of Commons, 1871-2. 

♦Seilim Franklin, Legislature of British Columbia, 1872. 

S. Hart Green, Legislature of Manitoba, 1910. 

Peter Bercovitch, K.C., Legislature of Quebec, 1916-19-23. 

S. W. Jacobs, K.C., House of Commons, 1917-21. 

MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIARY 
♦Samuel Shultz, County Court Judge, Vancouver, B.C., 1914. 

KING’S COUNSEL 

♦Gershom Joseph, Q.C., Maxwell Goldstein, S. W. Jacobs, M.P., 

Gabriel Levy, Peter Bercovitch, M.P.P., Marcus M. Sperber, 

Lyon W. Jacobs, Louis Fitch. 


MAGISTRATES 

♦William Hyman, Gaspe, *Benjamin Zimmerman, Winnipeg, Jacob Cohen, Toronto. 


MAYORS AND REEVES 

♦William Hyman, Cape Rosier. *L. Franklin, Victoria. ‘Charles King, Whitby. 
♦David OppEnheimer, Vancouver. B. Rothschild, Cochrane. 

George Simon, Alexandria. 


ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS 

♦Samuel Benjamin, Montreal, ‘Isaac Oppenheimer, Vancouver, ’ 

♦David Oppenheimer, Vancouver, ‘Abraham Joseph, Quebec, 

Samuel Gintzburger, West Vancouver, Abraham Blumenthal, Montreal, 
Lyon W. Jacobs, K.C., Montreal, A. Skaletar, Winnipeg, 

M. Finkelstein, Winnipeg, Joseph Singer, Toronto, 

L. M. Singer, Toronto, S. Baum, Windsor, 

S. Rosenthal, Ottawa, S. Obendorper, Kingston, 

J. Shubert, Montreal, I. Cohen, Kingston, 

Nathan J. Fraid, Cornwall, M. Clavir, 


"N. Steiner, Toronto, 

"Samuel Shultz, Vancouver, 
Louis Rubenstein, Montreal, 
D. Levine, Montreal, 

A. A. Heaps, Winnipeg, 
Nathan Phillips, Toronto, 
Jacob Miller, Cornwall, 
Julius Miller, Cornwall, 
North Bay. 


MEMBERS OF BOARDS OF EDUCATION 

♦Charles King, Ontario County, B. Fox, Ottawa, 
Marcus Hyman, Winnipeg, J. M. Gordon, Toronto, 

Sam. Meyerowitz, Rockland. 



ADDENDA 
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failors Limited, Toronto, was born in Montreal, 
st 11th, 1886, the son of Simon and the late Esther 
r) Caplan. He received his education in the public 
Is of Montreal, and commenced his commercial 
' with the firm of H. Vineberg & Co. Limited, 
er wholesale clothing manufacturers, where he ob- 


in partnership with 
.vis, and his brother- 
instrumental in the 
Limited, wholesale 
clothing stores and 
Canada, from coast 
till one of the active 
,g, this business has 
and ability of Mr. 


mercial integrity, 
and active intere: 
ment of conditions in his community 
ognized as one of the public-spirited 


being a member and supporter of all Jewish charitable 
organizations in Toronto. He is also much interested in 
fraternal matters, and is a member of the Mt. Sinai 
Lodge, A.F. & A.M.; and the Independent Order B’nai 
B’rith. On March 17th, 1906, he was married to Becky, 
daughter of Bernard Davis, and they have three sons 
Bertram, Sydney and Elmer Caplan. Mr. Caplan is a 
member of the Holy Blossom Toronto Hebrew Congrega- 




































































Hebrew Maternity Hospital, Mt. Sinai - 
d the Protestant Hospital for the Insai 
uim is a member of the Faculty Club, 
ity; Montreal Reform Club; Opthalmi 
al; Montreal Medico-Chirurgical Sociei 
in Academy of Opthalmology and Otc 
and of the Montreal Chess Club. Dr. Ros 
nber of the Spanish and Portuguese Syr 

























APPRECIATION 

F OR information and assistance rendered us, 
our thanks are due to Gerald E. Hart, Beau- 
soliel, France; Edward A. Benjamin, New 
York; Mrs. Louis Green, St. John, N.B.; George 
G. Greene, Ottawa; B. G. Sack, H. M. Caiserman, 
S. B. Haltrecht, S. Belkin, Leon Goldman, Max¬ 
well Goldstein, K.C., Marcus Sperber, K.C., 
Martin Wolff, Mrs. Martin Wolff, and Dr. Simon 
Kirsch, Montreal; A. Rhinewine, L. M. Singer, 
Abraham Cohen, Mrs. I. H. Siegel, J. J. Glass, 
and Nathan Phillips, Toronto; David Sweet, 
Hamilton; I. Goldstick, M.A., London; M. J. 
Finkelstein, H. E. Wilder, and N. J. Weidman, 
Winnipeg; H. A. Friedman, and M. I. Lieber- 
man, Edmonton; Dr. D. M. Baltzan, Saskatoon; 
Rev. Marcus Berner, Hirsch; S. A. Goldston, 
Regina; Samuel Gintzburger, M. M. Grossman, 
and E. R. Sugarman, Vancouver; and Mrs. F. 
Sylvester and F. Landsberg, Victoria. 

















































































































